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PREFACE 


On September 25, 1985, Governor George Deukmejian signed 
into law A B 2104 (Chapter 965 of the Statutes of 1985) 

This legislation established, under the administration of 
the California State Archives, a State Government Oral 
History Program "to provide through the use of oral history 
a continuing documentation of state policy development as 
reflected in California's legislative and executive 
history " 

The following interview is one of a series of oral histones 
undertaken for inclusion in the state program These 
interviews offer insights into the actual workings of both 
the legislative and executive processes and policy 
mechanisms They also offer an increased understanding of 
the men and women who create legislation and implement state 
policy Further, they provide an overview of issue 
development in California state government and of how both 
the legislative and executive branches of government deal 
with issues and problems facing the state 

Interviewees are chosen primarily on the basis of their 
contributions to and influence on the policy process of the 
state of California They include members of the 
legislative and executive branches of the state government 
as well as legislative staff, advocates, members of the 
media, and other people who played significant roles in 
specific issue areas of major and continuing importance to 
California 

By authorizing the California State Archives to work 
cooperatively with oral history units at California colleges 
and universities to conduct interviews, this program is 
structured to take advantage of the resources and expertise 
in oral history available through California's several 
institutionally based programs 



Participating as cooperating institutions in the State 
Government Oral History Program are 

Oral History Program 
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The establishment of the California State Archives State 
Government Oral History Program marks one of the most 
significant commitments made by any state toward the 
preservation and documentation of its governmental history 
It supplements the often fragmentary historical written 
record by adding an organized primary source, enriching the 
historical information available on given topics and 
allowing for more thorough historical analysis As such, 
the program, through the preservation and publication of 
interviews such as the one which follows, will be of lasting 
value to current and future generations of scholars, 
citizens, and leaders 


John F Burns 
State Archivist 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY 


Paul T Bannai was born in Delta, Colorado on July 4, 
1920 Mr Bannai's father, Sam Sakui Bannai, was an 
itinerant worker m the West, working as a miner m New 
Mexico before turning to farming in Colorado and Arizona 
Seeking better economic opportunities for himself and his 
family, Sam Bannai moved his family to Los Angeles in 1933 
Paul Bannai attended the local schools in Los Angeles and 
graduated from Roosevelt High School m 1938 

Mr Bannai then obtained a job with the California Bank 
as a teller in Little Toyko, m downtown Los Angeles Mr 
Bannai worked at the California Bank until 1942, when he and 
his family were evacuated to Manzanar by the U S 
government Mr Bannai was at Manzanar for one year before 
he was permitted to go to Drake University m Des Moines, 
Iowa on a student relocation program 

While at Drake, Mr Bannai learned that a Japanese- 
American regimental combat team, the 442nd, was being formed 
m Mississippi and volunteered Although he was initially 
trained m field artillery, Mr Bannai was transferred to 
the military intelligence school at Camp Savage, Minnesota 
for Japanese-language instruction He served as an 
interpreter for the Australian army and saw action m New 
Guinea, the Philippines, and Borneo He represented U S 
forces at surrender ceremonies m Indonesia and was 
stationed at the general headquarters for the army of 
occupation m Japan While m the army, Mr Bannai married 
Hideko Matsuno in 1946, and they have three children 

After his discharge from the army, Mr Bannai went to 
work for Star Nursery in Montebello as a salesman In 1949, 
he became manager of Golden State Wholesale Florists, a 
cooperative of florists in southern California that sold 
flowers nationwide Mr Bannai changed careers m 1956 and 
began to sell real estate for Nakaoka Realty Upon earning 
his broker's license in 1958, Mr Bannai started his own 
company, Bannai Realty and Insurance Company in Gardena 
Throughout this period, he was active m the local community 
through service organizations such as the Lions and Kiwanis 
Clubs, the Japanese-Amencan Optimist Club, and various 
veterans groups He was also appointed to the Gardena 
planning commission m 1969 and served as chairman in 1971 
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Mr Bannai first entered politics in 1972, when he 
was elected to the Gardena city council He won a special 
election held for the Sixty-seventh Assembly District in May 
1973 and represented the district for the next three terms 
While in the legislature Mr Bannai served on the following 
committees Assembly Rules and Joint Legislative Rules, 
Public Employees and Retirement, Elections and 
Reapportionment, and Land Use and Energy and he chaired the 
Constitutional Amendments Committee He also served on the 
Commission for Economic Development between 1975 and 1980 

After leaving the legislature m 1980, Mr Bannai was 
appointed executive director of the Commission of Wartime 
Relocation of Civilians, which recommended governmental 
compensation for Japanese-Amencans evacuated during World 
War II In 1981, he was appointed chief director of the 
Memorial Affairs Department of the Veterans Administration 
and served until 1986 Mr Bannai is presently engaged m 
raising funds for the Japanese-Amencan National Museum to 
be located in Little Tokyo in Los Angeles 
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March 8, 1989] 

1, Side A] 

Mr Bannai, you were born m Delta, Colorado in 
1920 I was curious as to why your parents were 
living there If you were issei, how did they 
come to this country^ 

Issei They were Well, it is a little longer 
than that It was not only my parents My 
grandfather and grandmother came over 
originally, and they settled in Utah After a 
few years, they sent for my father 

My father came over when he was about 
sixteen years of age and subsequently sent for 
my mother to be a picture bride, which was a 
typical arrangement in those days They also 
settled in Utah at that time, when my 
grandfather was mining coal m one of the coal 
mines My father came over and also went into 
the coal mine 

Reviewing, my father was a documentator of 
all his activity from the time he decided to 
leave for the United States He put down his 
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thoughts He put down his data, how many people 
were on the ship that he came over on, the 
tonnage of the ship, the day he landed How 
many days he stayed on the island in San 
Francisco What hotel he stayed in What the 
cost of transportation from San Francisco to 
Utah was From Gallup, New Mexico to Colorado 
I hope you have this 

Yes And it is very detailed, and it has been 
translated And the translator, who was a 
reverend friend of ours, mentioned that the 
writing—you know, in Japanese it is rather a 
different kind of writing—it showed a 
tremendous amount of education and clarity 
That's interesting Let's go back Where in 
Japan were your grandparents and your father 
from 7 

They all came from a little place called Aizu 
Wakamatsu in Fukushimaken, which is up north 
It is a place in history which is very renown 
because it was a place where the last resistance 
of the shogun and the emperor's forces take 
place I have been there There is a gravesite 
of what is known as Byako-Tai, which was a group 
of people who resisted In fact, you can look 
m the gravesite to the castle which was 
supposedly burning at that time And they felt 
with the burning of the castle that was the end 
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of their particular unit My grandfather and my 
father were both born in that particular area 
I visited a gravesite The name itself, Bannai, 
is peculiar to only that particular village 
And that is the original placed 
That is the original home Although it is 
written m Chinese as "Bannai," the Japanese 
read it as "Sakunchi " And there have been 
some members of the family who have left and 
have used the Sakunchi name I met a family 
in Tokyo recently that also came from the same 
place, and he changed his name to Sakunchi, 
because everyone called him that But he 
insists that his children use Bannai because 
that is the proper [name] 

Why don't we get the names of your grandmother 
and grandfather What were their first names 7 
My grandfather's name was Sakunchi, and my 
father's name was Sakui Bannai My mother 
came from a village a little farther away 

But they settled in Utah My grandfather 
passed away m Price, Utah I was maybe a year 
old or so He was buried there It was many 
years later that my father and I went to Price, 
Utah and brought the ashes back All of our 
ancestors in this country, my grandfather, 
grandmother, and my father are buried m 
Evergreen Cemetery 
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Which is where”? 

It is on the east side of Los Angeles m Boyle 
Heights 

Let's go back a minute How do you account for 
your father's literacy and ability to write so 
well, express himself”? What do you know about 
his education”? 

Well, naturally, leaving only at sixteen, he 
probably finished what would be equivalent to a 
high school in Japan I understand that he was 
a very, very good student He made an effort to 
be a little bit more studious than others This 
particular area, incidentally, is a place where 
many adventuresome Japanese have left It is 
not near the sea It is not where a lot of 
people lmmmigrated outside of Japan Most of 
the immigration to the United States took place 
from Hiroshima, Wakayama, seacoast areas and 
places which economically could contribute In 
other words, people felt that if they immigrated 
to Hawaii or the United States, they could make 
money quickly and maybe return to Japan 

This didn't seem to be the focus of the 
immigrant from this particular area where my 
father and my grandfather came from In fact, 
one of the people who is famous is a Noguchi who 
immigrated and became quite a great scientist, 
founding a serum for one of the tropical 
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diseases It is also where the colony known as 
the Wakamatsu Tea Colony came to an area near 
Sacramento And the first woman, her name is 
[ ] Okei, my father was instrumental m 

putting up a grave for her And I have been 
there several times That grave remains But 
that Tea Colony came over with mulberry trees 
and silkworm, with the idea of setting up a silk 
industry in California 

Are you saying that people from that area tended 
to come and see it as a more permanent move’ 
Right They were adventuresome, seeking other 
fields And, as a result, the people who came 
from that particular area and that village in 
particular—it is not a real big city—were 
motivated probably by more things than just 
economic return Although, that probably was 
one of the reasons they came here 
It is interesting that your father did have 
formal education When was your father born’ 

I don't know the year 

About Or when would he have been a youngster 
in school’ 

You are talking about the late 1800s and 
probably born about 1900 or so 

In other words, he was able to go to school He 
didn't have to work Or may have done both 
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He worked Right But I think he was able to 
get a good education It concluded when he came 
to the United States 

Do you think it was a foregone conclusion that 
he would come along after his parents 7 Had they 
left him with an aunt or another grandmother 7 
There were relatives Yes I think he worked 
They were mostly farmers I have been there 
It is a farming community, primarily When he 
left, he was still heir to a house and a plot of 
land which was being farmed I went back there 
subsequently, and I found out that due to the 
laws that were enacted upon [General Douglas S ] 
MacArthur going m there, and he said that land 
that was not held by people who were living 
there would revert to those using the land My 
father never felt that he would ever go back 
Just to make it sure, I understand that he 
deeded by some official means the property to 
his relatives 

Did he have siblings 7 Did he have brothers and 
sisters 7 Was he the only one who followed your 
grandparents 7 

He had a stepsister who was m the United 
States He does not mention too much about 
other relatives, close relatives of his 
You were born in Delta Why were your parents 
living in Delta 7 
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He had tried other places As I say, working 
for the railroad in New Mexico He had tried 
the coal mines, which was very hard work And 
he heard that fanning would return a better 
amount of money So, he leased land in Delta, 
Colorado and was farming at that particular 
time 

Where is Delta, exactly 7 

It is right near Grand Junction It is up m 
the northwestern part of Colorado 
Is it pretty good farming country 7 
Good farming country At the present time, it 
has become a recreational area I have noticed 
that a lot of Texans have gone in there and 
bought second homes But he raised onions and 
potatoes during the depression years Onions 
would be good one year, then potatoes He would 
try half and half Reading the biography he has 
written, many factors—weather being one of 
them, prices in the depression—that it was not 
a real good venture There was not much money 
made m that 

As a result, he went back to the coal mines 
m Utah We were living in place called Sego, 
Utah, which was a coal mining town In other 
words, the town was owned by the company 
Now where is Sego 7 
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Sego is across the border from Colorado It is 
right north of Moab and a little town, Thompson, 
which is a spot in the railroad That town, I 
have been back there, is a ghost town now We 
were locked in during the winter months There 
was no way m or out of that town There was 
one road into the canyon 

But my father was injured very severely m 
a coal mine accident, in a cave-xn He spent a 
great number of months in Salt Lake City in the 
hospital When he came back, of course, being 
physically unable to do any hard work, he did 
buy a pool hall for a while, which allowed him 
to do some kind of work Subsequent, he was 
offered a position to farm and use people in 
Glendale, Arizona So, we all went to Glendale 
At that time, I had finished Well 

the school I went to m Sego was one room You 
went into school whenever you were able to 
comprehend The couple who ran the school were 
also the Sunday schoolteacher and did everything 
else You stayed m school until you felt that 
you could not learn anymore There were older 
people, kindergarteners and high school One 
room When I went to Glendale, it was the 
Phoenix school system I remember the school, 
Osborne City School, and I was amazed at how 
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many rooms there were in the school They had a 
cafeteria 

The one incident I remember is m the 
cafeteria They had a line you could go through 
and pick out the food You went to the end and 
paid for it At the end of this line was a 
little cup with what I perceived to be ice 
cream, so I took three of them because ice cream 
was a delicacy Well, it was cottage cheese 
To this day, I remember that cottage cheese, 
because in Sego, Utah, where I lived, the only 
time we had ice cream was m winter because we 
could take the icicles We would get the cream 
We had these little hand-operated ice cream 
makers To this day, ice cream is one of my 
favorite things, because I remember all the 
effort it took to make a little ice cream 
To go back to when you were a little boy m 
Sego, was that mining operation one that used a 
lot of Asians 7 

No Not necessarily I don't remember, but I 
think there may have been another family there 
You were not with a lot of Japanese-Amerleans 
No Not at all When I came to Arizona, where 
there were another one or two families farming, 
those were the only contacts When I lived m 
Delta when I was a little smaller I do remember 
that there times that I was being taunted as 
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being Chinese Because there was a Chinese 
restaurant m town, and it was the only other 
Oriental family I don't think that I resented 
it because I thought, "Well, maybe I am 
Chinese " But as I grew older, I came to the 
conclusion that I wasn't But my contact with 
Asians was very limited 

How about your language 9 Both of your parents 
were Japanese born Who taught you English, and 
did you learn any Japanese m the home 9 
Very, very little My three sisters were born 
in Colorado right close to Delta And all of 
us going to English schools 
Are they older 9 

No They are all younger I have three sisters 
and a brother, and they are all younger Of 
course, we didn't speak Japanese We only spoke 
English So, my parents were more or less 
forced into using English as much as possible 
Although they knew Japanese more, and would 
tend between them to speak Japanese So, when 
we came into Los Angeles, it was primarily more 
of an Americanized culture, not Japanese 
Unlike the people who were born in Los Angeles 
or San Francisco, where there were Japanese 
colonies where they had the opportunity to go to 
Japanese school and relate to Japanese people 
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So, we were a little different I would say in 
that respect 

So, when you were an infant or a little fellow, 
your parents must have spoken Japanese But as 
a soon as you became exposed to other children 
m the schools 

Right It was purely English They spoke 
primarily Japanese between themselves As time 
went on, they were speaking more and more 
English, because m order for them to understand 
and communicate with us, I think that English 
became more of a medium of communication 
That is very interesting When you were a 
youngster, say about twelve or so, what would 
have been your skill with Japanese 7 
Very little or none At that particular time we 
were in Los Angeles I had just gone into the 
last year of grammar school at First Street 
School m Boyle Heights I recall that there 
was a Japanese school m the neighborhood I 
did not attend because I felt at twelve years of 
age, everybody else had the jump on me They 
could read some basic Japanese, and I could not 
even understand it 

I concentrated my efforts on learning 
things at First Street School I stayed there a 
year and subsequently went into junior high m 
Boyle Heights which was Hollenback Junior High 
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School Boyle Heights was an area where a lot 
of Japanese had settled So, my contact then 
came in with a great number of so-called niseis, 
younger niseis Of course, they didn't speak 
Japanese, and it was strictly an English 
situation after that 

My Japanese skills, which are above average 
now compared to other niseis, came into being 
many years later when I was m military language 
school I was compelled to learn Japanese 
Through life until then I was totally out of 
speaking Japanese 

Why was it that your family moved to Los 
Angeles 7 You had gone to Arizona 
Right 

Was it farming 7 What was your father doing m 
Arizona 7 

Yes He was farming and working for a family 
called [ ] Tadano, who owned a large ranch 

They were very big farmers in melons and things 
that they shipped back east And reading 
through the diary, I have a feeling that it was 
physical It was hard work 

Secondly, it was economics Due to his 
injuries and the debts he had to pay off, 
throughout the diary I read the need for more 
funds He was raising all of us We were too 
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young to work My mother did not work There 
always seemed to be an element of "how can I 
subsist and make it more comfortable for my 
family'*" He said in there that in Los Angeles 
that if he worked, he might be able to come out 
a little bit better 

So we came out here At that time, we 
found a rental We lived with some relative on 
Michigan [Avenue] and Saratoga Street Then we 
rented a small house It was two bedrooms All 
of us were living in there Then he went into 
working with the produce company for a while 
Then he worked for a tofu manufacturing company 
which was very close by Even though the pay 
and the amount of money he made was really 
inadequate, we did stretch it out and make it 
How many children are in your family** 

There are three younger sisters and a younger 
brother Five children So that necessitated 
my going to work From about the age of 
thirteen, which is when I went into junior high, 
I worked every weekend Fortunately, my father 
had some contacts in the produce business I 
would work in the retail produce stores Saturday 
and Sunday 

In the summer months, I would go up to 
Oxnard or wherever there were farming 
communities, and I would work on the farms 
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There was always a job picking tomatoes, hoeing 
weeds m onion fields Things of this nature 
I do remember going to these labor camps It 
was mostly older people going there So-called 
isseis I was probably one of the younger 
people They were experienced 

I remember working one time on a tomato 
farm The foreman came up to me and said, "You 
know, Paul, you never are going to make it You 
just can't keep up with these people What can 
you do**" I was about fourteen then I told 
him, "I can drive H So, I was given the job of 
taking the workers to the field Taking the 
produce, tomatoes or whatever it was, into the 
cannery When I got my license when I was about 
sixteen, I was allowed to work and take the 
produce down here to Los Angeles 

But I found a situation where at least I 
could work all summer and every weekend to help 
the family So the move to Los Angeles worked 
out well, economically, because we were then 
able to make a living We had to move several 
times because I remember the rent would go up 
and then we looked for another rental 
As you say, your father knew somebody here Is 
that an important link 7 

It might be Moving to Arizona was one thing 
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Looking back on the diary, it was the same way 
He would go to Gallup, New Mexico because 
someone there said that jobs were down there on 
the railroad I think it was a matter of 
somebody being there to say, "I can get you a 
job " Then he would go there 

Was education a particular value in your home 9 
There must have been a temptation to have you 
youngsters quit early and work to help the 
family How did that work 9 
As I told you, my father, pursuing his 
education, he was very adamant—both my 
parents—on getting as much education as we 
could One of the things I remember is that 
he was very sorry—and it is written many 
times—that he could not provide a higher 
education for any of us That remained in my 
mind 

He said he would have liked to send me on 
to higher education In there he mentions me by 
name He says, "You have done well in school," 
which I guess I did We had about 580 people m 
my graduating class at Roosevelt High School I 
probably could have gone on to school, but that 
was not too prevalent in those days But it 
was a matter of economics of trying to support 
the family He writes all this down and he said 
that he was hoping that at least somebody m the 
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family he could get through university 

So, I remember when we were in Manzanar in 
camp that was one thing he stressed As a 
result of that, when I knew that I was going to 
be in camp, the first thing I did was try to 
apply to a university to leave My second 
sister also went into the cadet nurse corps My 
parents were very elated about that because they 
wanted all our family to get a college 
education And education was one of the primary 
things which they could not provide for any of 
us 

But all of you finished high school’ 

All of us finished high school That is one 
thing we are grateful for There was no problem 
with that particular part of it 
As you describe life as a teenager in the Los 
Angeles area, it sounds as though you were not 
heavily into the Japanese-background syndrome 
In other words, you were speaking English 
mainly You did have a chance to associate with 
more people of Japanese background 
True I started to go to a church There was a 
Japanese Baptist church, Evergreen Baptist 
Church They had a boy scout troop, which I 
joined for a short while Of course, the time 
element of working I never got beyond 
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tenderfoot at that time 

There were other groups There was a 
Japanese-Amencan Citizens League which had 
social events Roosevelt High School had a 
great number of Japanese in the locality I 
became president of the Japanese club there My 
association to the so-called nisei community 
became more and more involved Although at the 
high school and in the community my involvement 
probably was not that strong with the Japanese 
as it was with other groups 

In high school in sports I was very active 
in groups that had nothing to do with the 
Japanese They were primarily multi-ethnic 
Our school was composed primarily of Jewish 
people, Mexicans, there were one or two blacks, 
Italians, Armenians, Russians So my friends 
were primarily those people There were very 
few real close friends among what I consider to 
be Japanese-Amencans And those friendships 
have carried over for all these years For 
whatever reason, I related to them Our social 
activities kept us in it 

So this was a very ethnic high school, it sounds 
like 

Very much so Looking back, if I were to pick 
one and say that this is an example of how a 
school should be, I would say that would 
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probably be a sample of it As I say, there 
were only a very few blacks I can only 
remember maybe two blacks that came, and they 
came out of our school district to come to our 
school 

But in those times there weren't so many black 
people living in the Los Angeles area 
Right There were very few in the Central 
Avenue area A couple of them did come to our 
school Looking back, I don't think we put an 
emphasis on where you were I would go with 
Slav[ic] people, Italian people No one asked 
It was one of those things, you related to them 
You can get along with them That was it 
In high school, what were you interested in' 3 
Activities and m terms of subjects 
I picked a lot of the good subjects because of 
instructors, related to an instructor I feel 
that I was very weak in mathematics and things 
of that nature I liked other courses I got 
involved m athletics, not from the standpoint 
of running or that, but they asked me to be the 
manager of the various teams I set up a group 
That was one of the first times that they had 
set up what was called an athletic manager's 
group That was patterned for other schools to 
set up the same thing The association with all 
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the athletes, that was good There were no 
particular subjects that I liked more than 
others All I say is I think I was probably 
weak m mathematics 

After you graduated from high school in 1938 
what did you do for the next few years'^ 

We were still living in Boyle Heights at that 
particular time My first endeavor was to find 
a job In the summer of '38, I left for Oxnard 
again to the labor camp and worked that summer 
in tomato fields I came back with the endeavor 
to find a permanent job 

In analyzing where I would fit, I decided 
that since my commercial activities were my best 
subjects in high school that I would try to get 
a job in a commercial venture 

In analyzing it, my first thought was the 
American banks, and they were big ones—Bank of 
America, Security [Pacific National Bank], and 
the rest—never hired Orientals Well, they 
didn't hire any minorities So, I said, "That 
will be one of my targets " So I made a very 
good resume on myself My grades, my 
graduation, my activities I went to all the 
personnel agents of the main offices of the 
banks 

Many of my classmates probably did the same 
thing Looking back at that time, many of them 
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were hired, although maybe their grades weren't 
as good, whatever the situation was, I felt that 
I would have to be totally prepared So, I went 
to a metropolitan business school for a little 
while to learn machine bookkeeping Everything 
that the personnel manager told me would be 
necessary for me to get into the bank Other 
people didn't have to have those prerequisites, 
but they told me that I would So, I said, 
"Well, so that there will be no arguments, I 
will take that " 

I went back and I would talk to the 
personnel managers They would never tell me, 
"Well, we are not going hire you, because you 
are Japanese " I would liked to have heard 
that Well, I finally heard that from one man 
at California Bank He said, "You are better 
than everybody else I would like to hire you 
but I am afraid if we do, and we have a policy, 
that if we hire you and lose customers that come 
in the bank, we would be at a loss Because 
that is what we are in We are in the banking 
business We do not want to lose customers " 

I could not assure him of anything, but I 
said, "I would like to have a 30 b What you 
ought to do is you have a branch in Little 
Tokyo, and maybe we could try it If you lose a 
customer, I can't replace him But why don't we 
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try " Subsequent to that, California Bank had a 
branch m the produce area, where they were 
mainly Japanese-Americans Then this branch m 
Little Tokyo I remember the manager, Mr [ ] 

Lindbergh, and Mr [ ] Holly, the assistant 

manager, when I went in there and started work 
But anyway, looking back, I think that since I 
tried hard and tried to be an asset to the bank, 
to bring m customers, keep people there, that I 
stayed there until evacuation 

This is fascinating You did go to night school 

and get a little more training 

Right 

Were you going to a central office and talking 
to the personnel director 7 

Yes Because they were all hired at the central 
personnel 

Which is in downtown Los Angeles 
Right 

Which branch did they place you in 7 

In Little Tokyo They had a branch 

They became convinced that that might be worth a 

try because you would be dealing with other 

Japanese 

I asked for transfers to outside banks where 
they dealt with only Caucasion personnel, but 
that never did work because of the evacuation 


and I was taken out of the area 
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But you really feel that you convinced them to 
give that first job because you were m Little 
Tokyo 
Right 

What was the first job 9 What did you do 9 
You start in a bank sorting checks in a backroom 
somewhere Menial tasks You work up to be a 
teller I was already trained in the little 
machine they had They had these little IBM 
[International Business Machines] bookkeeping 
machines You did that primarily at the 
beginning If you became proficient m that, 
they would allow you to go up part time on the 
teller cage From there you would become a 
full-time teller No one ever became a loan 
manager or loan officer 

At least, I had a foot in the door, and I 
had obtained a position that had prestige in 
those days The banks didn't pay anything 
They had the lowest-paid positions around town 
But I think it brought a little bit of prestige 
because people would say, "Oh, you work for the 
bank " I think that was my main motivation I 
wanted to do something that other people might 
strive for but not achieve I wanted to do that 
just for my own self-satisfaction 
Where were you by 194l 9 What was your position 
in the bank 9 
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I was a full-time teller It gave me an 
opportunity because the bank had shorter hours 
than other positions My weekends were free 
My evenings were free I could get involved 
m many things in the community, which I 
wanted to do I got involved m things like 
Nisei Week We had a program where one week 
every year we would raise money and put it into 
a fund and try to build a community center for 
Little Tokyo 

At that time, I was an older nisei at 
twenty-one, twenty-two, twenty-three, and I just 
felt that for younger people who were coming up 
Because there were many people my age who were 
married and were going to raise families, and I 
felt a community center would be an answer to 
something that we could leave as a legacy of our 
efforts in town I got more involved in other 
things at that time due to Nisei Week 

I got involved with a band, a multi¬ 
ethnic band There were Mexicans, Slavs, 
Italians This dance band, I got involved 
because I used to play drums We got so busy 
that I became the manager I started to just 
work on engagements We would work many times 
three or four nights a week Generally, on the 
weekend we were very busy We played a lot of 
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dances Because we had a mix, we would play the 
Slav dances out on Ford Boulevard We would 
play Mexican dances We would play Italian 
things 

How big a group was this 7 
We had about fourteen pieces, and a very 
versatile group In fact, we were booked m at 
Big Bear I remember Veronica Lake came up and 
sang one time with the band We were scheduled 
to go into the Pavilion at Catalina [Island] 
one time Balboa [Island] was another place 
that during the summer months that was a great 
place We had great expectations, but, of 
course, the war came along 

To go back to the bank, how many Orientals were 
working m the bank? 

At that time there were three of us There was 
one girl, Miss [ ] Fujii And another fellow 

named George Haramoto Shortly before I left, 
they hired another girl, Chisato Kuwata And 
those were the four we had there 
Out of a staff of how many? 

I imagine there were ten or twelve people there 
I think the bank realized that it was a branch 
that would make money, attracting not only 
Japanese-American accounts, but I remember we 
had quite a number of larger American companies 
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One was a distributor of Philco products There 
were a great number of companies located m that 
industrial area around Little Tokyo that banked 
with us 

Was that a fairly comfortable working situation 
for you* 3 

Yes It was I never thought about leaving 
We all have ideas about being president of the 
bank or the manager I never thought about 
leaving I was very comfortable there In 
those days, it was very hard to find other 
positions 

That's right We were still in the depression 

There were not too many jobs I was very 

secure, because I knew that I could depend on a 

check and bring it home 

Were you living with your parent 

Yes 

Well, then Pearl Harbor occurred How did that 
affect your family immediately^ Were you 
contacted because you were of military age, or 
were your parents contacted^ 

Well a lot of things happened very suddenly I 
was registered for selective service The first 
thing I did was call to see whether I would be 
called My board was up on Whittier Boulevard 
near the YMCA [Young Men's Christian 
Association] They told me that immediately 
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after the war started that I was reclassified, 
that I would not be called That I was an alien 
ineligible for service I was in the California 
national guard at that time When the war 
started on that Sunday, I did go down to the 
armory to find out what my status would be, and 
if I would be put to work 
You mean December 7th 

Yes That was at the armory down in Exposition 
Park 

What was the atmosphere down there* 5 
Well I think everybody who was there had the 
same question What can we do -5 What is going 
to be our status' 5 Are we going to be invaded* 5 
If so, what do we do* 5 My particular status was 
a little different because my situation was 
whether I would be accepted to stay Would they 
issue me arms' 5 I would be able to say, "Hey, I 
am part of your group " 

How did people treat you that afternoon 7 
Not bad In fact, that evening, Sunday, I 
remember we had a dance That morning I went to 
a church Most of the members of my band were 
Catholic, and they would go to high mass at 
noon We discussed this A week or so later, 
they put out some kind of a law, saying there 
is a curfew and as a Japanese-Amencan, you are 
not allowed to be out They suggested to me, 
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not allowed to be out They suggested to me, 
"Paul, you look Chinese You could be Chinese 
and go to the dance " 

I will admit that I did that I felt why 
should I a Japanese-Amencan citizen, be denied 
the right to stay out”* The Chinese, the Koreans 
and everybody else that is a citizen can I 
will admit to breaking the law 

Anyway, it affected all of us My sister 
was working for the board of education We are 
talking about red cars from Los Angeles to 
Gardena At that time, it was a very convenient 
means of going downtown to Main Street, getting 
the red car, and coming to Gardena She was 
working for the board of education, at one of 
the grammar schools as a secretary in the 
school 

You were living right in central Los Angeles 
Yes, in Boyle Heights She was laid off because 
she was of Japanese-American ancestory That 
raised a tremendous hullabaloo m the board of 
education as well as in the school Because you 
are an American citizen The students know that 
there is at least some respect for American 
citizens To have you being suspected of 
nothing and being laid off as an employee of the 
L A [Los Angeles] city school system doesn't 
make sense I think she was reinstated, but, 
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anyway, it became quite an issue at that time 
At what time did that happen 9 

Oh, it was within about a week of when the war 
started 

Were any comments made to you at the bank 9 
No At the bank, everybody was concerned 
because I think there was a federal law saying 
that they would freeze alien money We couldn't 
tell who was alien A Japanese name Who's 
alien 9 Who is Japanese money, who isn't So, 
that became a problem for us We were very busy 
trying to sort this out when we got this thing 
saying all foreign money must be frozen, and we 
don't want aliens spending money 

But most people were m business They 
were ineligible for citizenship, or whatever it 
may be, so they continued their business It 
wasn't a great concern Of course, we just 
carried on, not thinking that such a thing as 
evacuation or exclusion from this area I 

went to work every day Took the street car 
down The mood m Little Tokyo was very subtle 
They are talking about this 

I was at an age when many of my friends had 
been drafted and were in service Some of them 
were coming back on leave, concerned about their 
families I would talk with them Some people 
were saying that they were going to be taken out 
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of the military and sent back These were 
concerns that I had 

My concern was, the war was on The 
patriotic thing to do was to be m the army I 
had better be in the military So, I was going 
to the draft board, seeing why I wasn't being 
drafted I was told that everybody else of 
Japanese ancestory would not be drafted That 
we could not go in by volunteering So I 
accepted that 

Then, of course, living with my folks and 
family, my concern was for them too I figured 
the best thing was status quo Keep working 
doing what I had been doing, and that was it 
Until the notice came 

Did you feel there was a lot of shock and 
surprise within the Japanese community at the 
Pearl Harbor bombing* 3 


[End Tape 1, Side A] 
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I think there were a lot of people who were 
surprised The second generation, like myself, 

I don't think we were shocked as much as the 
isseis and the parents and those that had closer 
ties, you might say, to Japan For us, as I 
say, I was ready to go down to the armory, pick 
up arms, and defend the United States Our 
attitude and upbringing and everything was 
American That was the way we were We thought 
that way 

Even so, it was amazing to all of us It was out 
of the blue 

That's right We didn't expect it 
For the issei, I think you are saying, they 
obviously would relate to the country of their 
origin It must have been quite a shock 
That's right And probably their thoughts were 
What are the consequences for them^ More than 
anyone else People, like myself, didn't expect 
to be evacuated Here we are, American 
citizens We have lived here We are part of 
the community We never expected to So, 

the shock is not the war I think the greatest 
shock I had was, "Hey, listen, you've got to 
give up your 30 b, and you've got to leave " 

What did I do^ 
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Or that you were not like any other citizen 
before the selective service [board] 

Right I think that was a greater shock than 
anything else I don't think the war itself 
was You know, we accepted it It was a 

matter of fact We wanted to do something to 
win the war I think that the mere fact that 
that led into the evacuation was probably the 
greatest thing I think it was the same thing 
for my sisters, my brother We lived in the 
same house every day We talked about it We 
accepted it as part of what was going to happen, 
what did happen, and what can we do to make 
things a little bit better for ourselves 
Did you feel in those few months leading up to 
the evacuation order m March that things 
degenerated in terms of the atmosphere in Los 
Angeles’ 

Yes I think we were closer to it Since I was 
involved in the Japanese-Amencan Citizens 
League, which was the conduit that was saying, 
"Hey, if this happens, what shall we do’ Shall 
we cooperate’ Shall we resist’" I was a little 
closer to it As a result, I felt there was a 
deterioration That there was going to be 
something happening We didn't know what But 
I didn't think it would come to the point [of 
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evacuation] My initial feelings were that if 
there was going to be any kind of an enactment 
of an order, that it might relate to my parents, 
who I was concerned with, because they were 
aliens, ineligible for citizenship It might 
relate to German and Italian aliens But I 
didn't ever think it would relate to myself and 
my sisters and brother, or all of us who were 
citizens of this country 

Were you and your sisters and brother subjected 
to any negative comments as you went about your 
business 7 

No I don't recall The area I went m, as I 
said, you didn't go to these dances, but they 
were people that I knew Personally, I never 
did get anything If there were anything, there 
was more support and sympathy and help that 
people would say I remember when I left, I was 
so discouraged by the offers for a car I had 
just bought A fairly new Chevrolet It took a 
lot of effort out of funds we needed to buy this 
car But we needed one for the family I would 
get ridiculous offers on it I was so disgusted 
that I just parked it out m front of my house 
and threw the key away I just locked it 
You were upset 

Right I said, "There is no way I will just 
let it rot " Subsequently, friends of mine had 
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seen it there They had sold the car They 
said, "It was better to get something than 
nothing " They sent me the money So there 
were many people who were very friendly I told 
you about the bank One of the Philco dealers, 
he was a distributor When we got to camp, 
there all these rumors about no radios, no 
cameras Well, they didn't allow cameras I 
left all my radios, and sold them or gave them 
away For recreation, I would always thought of 
radio They would allow non-short wave radios 
I remember the manager or the owner of the 
company—he had heard through the bank that I 
didn't have a radio—sent me a radio I tried 
to pay for it, and it was a gift 
What was his name, do you remember** 

I think it was Ketchum or something like that 
It was a big company I don't think they exist 
any longer But there were people like that who 
sympathized with us and knew the situation 
They were very, very little derogatory remarks 
What was your first inkling that you were going 
to be relocated** In what manner was this 
communicated to you and/or your family** 

Well, the first inkling was usually through 
rumors and meetings that we held They used to 
have meetings to give information about what was 
happening We had an idea, because the first 
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ones that were evacuated right after the war 
were Bainbridge, Washington and San Pedro And 
being with an organization that was trying to 
help the people on Terminal Island, I went down 
there, and they only had a short time to get rid 
of all their furnishings and move out of the 
area I was trying to help them relocate 
wherever we could find a place for them to live 
They just had to get away from the coast 
Right Temporarily, they were put into private 
homes The next move was that there were areas 
that were so-called "sensitive " They were put 
into temporary camps in Sacramento and other 
areas Those were the first inklings we had 
If they were moving people out of Bainbridge 
Island, Terminal Island and had no regard for 
who they were and they only gave you a short 
while, there may be other things 

Of course, the army, the congress, we knew 
they were getting a lot of input on evacuation 
and clearing other areas In the newspapers you 
could read that we were living near sensitive 
areas, near airports and manufacturing plants 
I think that was the buildup Until the dates 
were set and the posters were posted, I think 
that is what we first had From then on, 


it was, what shall we do^ We began to make 
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preparations 

It became clear that there was no distinction 
between native-born nisei and the others’ 

Right It was everybody All those of Japanese 
ancestory That was what the bulletin said 
Then, of course, it didn't say anything about 
the Italians and Germans At that time, it 
was related to Japanese and Japanese ancestory 
You had helped with Terminal Island 
Yes 

So you had some idea of what was involved 
Right 

Did you begin making a tentative plan m your 
mind’ 

No Not at that time We went day-to-day, not 
anticipating We were sorry for those people 
and their move We were concerned about their 
comfort That was about it 

Was it the March 2, 1942 proclamation that made 
you realize that was it’ 

That was it I immediately called and got 
permission to stay behind, because there were 
many people at the bank that had their bank 
accounts there I felt that the concern for 
them would be rather important So I got 
permission to stay My parents, they were 
aliens They had to go My father said, "I 
would like to go up early and get settled " So 
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he volunteered to go early to Manzanar As a 
result, he was in one of the first blocks. Block 
Five He said, "When you get ready We will 
have a place for you You come on up ” 

So I got permission to remain and take care 
of financial matters for all the people who were 
concerned I left near the end with a group 
from West L A on a bus to Manzanar I felt 
that my going to camp early or late would not 
make any difference I was relieved in the fact 
that my family was in camp They had to go 
anyway 

Were they renting their house 7 

Yes We were renting They only things we lost 
were personal belongings Refrigerators, 
furniture, and things of this nature Things 
you could not take You could only take a 
suitcase full of things My car Those were 
minimal losses compared to what a lot of people 
[lost] 

When I worked at the bank, I worked with a 
lot of people who entrusted their money there 
But their physical holdings, such as nurseymen 
and produce dealers and all these people we 
dealt with, their losses were great There was 
no way There were people I dealt with at the 
bank that had a lot of land m Montebello and 
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Gardena, all through southern California They 
just had to leave their businesses Many of 
them entrusted it with their employees Mexican 
employees or a friend Some came back They 
didn't have anything Just by luck, they may 
have survived the war and got something I felt 
sorry for the people that had physical assets 
they could not do anything with at the time 
Did some of these people come into the bank to 
ask for help 7 

No, not normally My concern for them was their 
liquid assets or money 

Were those monies transferred to a bank near 
where they were going, or were they just kept 
there 7 

They were just kept there When I went up to 
camp after a little while, I was concerned 
because people knew I was with the bank and 
would come and ask me about it It was very 
inconvenient by mail—we had no telephones—to 
communicate with the bank I found out there 
was a branch of Bank of America in Lone Pine, 
California I got permission for Colin 
McArthur—I think that was his name—to come 
into the camp once a week We were able to take 
care of some of the needs of the people Things 
were very minimal We were only making twelve, 
sixteen, and nineteen dollars a month So, it 
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was no big deal as far as payroll 

But people were concerned about their money 
back home The Bank of America could take care 
of some of their concerns So, at least I was 
able to help the people by going to the 
temporary bank we set up That was a help to 
some extent There was not much more we could 
do 

Do you recall the date you left for Manzanar 7 
Yes I went in on April 2nd and stayed on until 
January 20, 1943 The National Archives [and 
Records Service]—right now we are talking about 
the reparations—as a result, when you write, 
they have a verification of detention dates of 
civilians during World War II I had written to 
get the legal dates when I was there It was 
April 2, 1942 that I finally went up 
I believe it was March 29 that was the deadline 
by which the western half of the coastal area 
had to be evacuated The group of you who were 
nisei, what was the morale and attitude of this 
group when you got to Manzanar’ 

There were some who were very, very, I would not 
say anti-American but disappointed in the 
actions I don't think anybody was happy I 
can't recall anyone who would be happy 
But the degrees of anger are what you are 
talking about 
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Right The ones who maybe lost more As I 
said, our family didn't have much We were very 
poor We were well off by the time we left for 
camp, because my sister was working and I was 
working But we were never rich We were 
always poor So we didn't lose as much But 
there were people who lost a tremendous amount 
Their life savings and much, much more Maybe 
their anger was more because of the losses 
monetarily that they suffered 
This would have been the issei group 
Isseis and some nisei When I left, I was 
twenty-one or twenty-two There were many 
niseis who were much older than I was They had 
already established businesses, families, bought 
homes So the degree of anger might be 
dependent upon how they felt about the economic 
aspects of it 

Both my parents, if they were given the 
right to take citizenship at any time during the 
course that we are talking about, from Arizona, 
they would have taken citizenship They were 
American m every respect I remember even when 
I was thinking about volunteering for the army, 
my father told me many times, he said, "You 
know, Paul, you are an American citizen You 
have no other country that you owe allegiance 
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to, and you are never going to go to Japan 
anyway Since you have only one country, you 
owe that one country all your allegiance and 
your service And that is what you ought to 
do " 

My situation might have been different 
because my father and my folks were that way 
There may have been others that because of the 
situation And there were Because it 

has been proven m history that in camp there 
were many that said, "If I am not eligible to be 
drafted and I am going to be treated this way, 
why should I, m any way, help that government 
that denies me the right to be an American 
citizen 7 " 

Right now, there are a lot of people 
saying, "Gee, they had the right to say that " 
But I feel we should never honor those people 
for what they said, because there were many of 
us on the other side, who, in spite of it, said 
they would volunteer When I was m camp and 
left to go into the military, I know, 
personally, that my folks, brother and sisters, 
took abuse because I volunteered for the United 
States military My folks were very proud 
They put up the one star m the little window 
they had But there were people in there who 
told them, "Your son is crazy Here you are 
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locked up m camp You can't go anywhere " 

As I say, I respect some of those people 
for that, their attitude, because they were very 
embittered But, at the same time, had we not 
had more of the feelings that I had, and had we 
not volunteered and made a name for ourselves as 
good Americans, when this situation [developed] 
as it is today here, it would be an entirely 
different world for us 
Yes There is a lot of respect 
True All of us felt we were Americans That 
is where we owe our allegiance to 
It must have been a difficult situation you had 
to stand up and be counted one way or another 
That is why, in camp, they had this question, if 
you were called upon, would you owe allegiance 
to the emperor’ I didn't go through that 
because I was not m camp You had to answer 
"yes" or "no " I understand that was a dilemma 
for a lot of people 
Particularly for the issei 

Yes I don't think the government should ask 
the questions By the answers you give, you are 
segregated into loyalty or unloyalty to the 
United States It is completely wrong 
Were the older people fatalistic about this, or 
was there anger among them’ 
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As I say, it depends on the individual I think 
there were some who were angered by being put 
into camp My folks said, "We are noncitizens 
We can't get citizenship We should be m 
camp " They felt it was wrong, but that was 
what the government is doing 

During this period, were there any legal options 
being exercised 9 Were there any lawyers out 
there trying to put this on the table 9 Was the 
Japanese-Amencan community trying to get 
lawyers to do it 9 Or was it just something that 
was a fait accompli 9 

That was what it probably was There were a few 
people who contested it, as you know I thought 
that way, too Before I went, I thought, "X 
think I just won't go I am an American 
citizen, and I am going to take it to court " 

And there are a few people that did There was 
Gordon Hirabayashi, who defied the curfew 
deliberately I did it and didn't get caught 
But he defied it completely, deliberately to go 
to court Mm Yasui went to court on it There 
was [Fred] Korematsu in San Francisco, who 
refused to be evacuated Incidentally, we are 
talking about my daughters The youngest one is 
Fred Korematsu's attorney The oldest one is 
Hirabayashi's attorney 
[Interruption] 
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You were talking about your daughters 
Yes My youngest daughter was on the team that 
represents Fred Korematsu He was from San 
Francisco My oldest daughter was the lead 
attorney for Gordon Hirabayashi He is the 
young man who defied the curfew law He is now 
a professor at the University of British 
Columbia Their sister-in-law was the lead 
attorney for Min Yasui, who has subsequently 
passed away She was from Portland and was 
associate professor of law at the University of 
Oregon 

So all three girls were instrumental m 
bringing up many facts through the court of law 
that was able to overturn many of the things 
that happened during the war that went to the 
Supreme Court All these cases were brought 
about as a result of a man named Peter Irons, 
back in Massachusetts He brought a case of 
corum nobis, which is overturning a Supreme 
Court case He assisted in that effort I go 
to my daughter's place, and there are just 
volumes of files on these cases 

The important thing that it did is it 
proved that the United States government, in the 
process of evacuating all of us did not permit 
the introduction of material information that 
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would prove that there was no reason for it, 
that there was no basis for it At least, it 
has led to the legality of reparations and the 
redress movement we have had I gave you a 
little slip [of paper] That particular slip 
mentions my appointment to the Commission [on 
Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians] 
The little story behind that comes in after 
everything else, and we might get into that I 
was the only director of the commission that was 
formed by congress to get testimony from 
witnesses That also had a lot to do with the 
leading up to the enactment of the legislation 
by congress that at least says we are entitled 
to the money Whether we will get it or not, we 
will never know 

What was the year for this, Mr Bannai 9 
It was 1980 

The Commission of Wartime Relocation and 
Internment of Civilians And you became the 
executive director 
Right 

That is a story that we definitely want to get 
I want to go back and pick up on your experience 
at Manzanar and your going into the army How 
did you spend your time at Manzanar 7 You had a 
30 b there 

Yes I did When I first went into camp, they 
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tried to get you a 30 b that they felt that you 
might be suited for For instance, if you 
weren't suited, of course, they put you m the 
kitchen washing dishes or something The intent 
of the war relocation authority was to try to 
make everybody productive and to try to create 
things that would be of service to the people 
who were there, so that there was no outside 
help needed It worked out that way They 
didn't have to bring m civilian personnel, 
other than to oversee or supervise For 
instance, all of our schools, the teachers, 
custodians, principals, were school teachers 
that were recruited within our own camp The 
hospitals were the same way 

You had within Manzanar enough professionals and 

occupational variety to take care of the people 

That's right We had enough cooks, of course 

They did the work 

You were paid a modest amount 7 

I received the top pay, as a professional, of 

nineteen dollars 

Nineteen dollars a month 7 

A month That is what the doctors got My 
friend, Dr James Goto, left a $400,000- or 
$500,000-a-year practice to get nineteen 
dollars That was the top we could get 
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Were all of your needs paid for 7 Food, housing 
and whatever 7 

Yes Well, when you say "housing," it was this 
room 

I meant that you were fed To buy small things, 
was there a camp store or someplace 7 You had 
pocket money at least 

Twelve and sixteen and nineteen [dollars] was 
inadequate Fortunately, everybody had a little 
bit of residue money, or you could get it from 
somewhere Clothing You could get some 
clothing I think it was a very minimal make 
out Everybody made out all right As soon as 
people could go out, they would go out and work 
somewhere That was the idea 

I was put into property management for the 
project, which was to check in equipment, 
supplies and materials for the camp and allocate 
them It was mostly a controlled bookkeeping 
kind of an accounting situation Whoever had 
that job for me—they kept it for me until I got 
up there—felt that because of my accounting 
background, I could probably handle the job It 
was not a real hard job, but it did take time, 
and it was good because it gave me something to 
do 

You can really get bored in camp with 
nothing to do That is one thing People look 
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at the artwork, particularly the older people, 
the issei people made They said, "Oh, it must 
have been recreational They had a lot of time 
to do these things " That was not it The 
resources were not there If they found part of 
a sagebrush, they could make legs for a table 
and find some boards to make something to get 
furniture m their homes, to embellish what was 
a very drab place The time was there, and, as 
a result, they could put their artistic talents 
and time into effect rather than just sitting 
around doing nothing 

I think the mere fact that these things 
were done, people say, "Oh, you had all this 
time to do all these recreational things," that 
was not it We had movies once m a while We 
had a lot of sports programs Baseball and 
things Those were necessary for morale and to 
keep up one's spirit A lot of the younger 
people For the older people, to get together 
and talk and to do things collectively to make 
things, I think it was necessary We didn't 
know what was going on outside anyway So that 
it was necessary 

My intent, as soon as I got into camp, the 
first thing I wanted to know was how can I get 
out 7 Legitimately I told you that my folks 
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had told me about education They had a program 
for those who qualified, they would relocate 
you—of course, we had to pay our own way—to go 
to a school I thought, "Well, I don't know how 
long I am going to be here If it is going to 
be two or three years, I had better go to a 
school " It would be an opportunity instead of 
sitting m camp 

So I applied for this student relocation 
program I sent my grades to several places I 
had good grades It was a long time from the 
time I got out of school until I sent in But I 
was accepted I felt great I could get out 
right away and go to school 
Where were you accepted? 

I was accepted and I decided to go to the 
University of Nebraska, because I felt that was 
the best of the acceptances During the 
interim, waiting for my official acceptance, I 
had heard that there was work They had groups 
going to different places Some friends of mine 
were going to Idaho to harvest sugar beets That 
was the first thing that would leave That was 
towards the end of summer, because the summer 
crop, July or August, you get to go out I 
joined that particular group I wanted to get 
out It didn't make any difference how I went 
to Rexbury, Idaho It was some of the hardest 



49 


work I had ever done in my life It was 

sugar beets and potatoes, and it got to be winter 

and very cold 

Then I got notice that I could go to 
Nebraska I had signed a statement that I would 
come back to camp Everybody who left camp had 
to sign that I analyzed that The exclusion 
zone was a certain area It was not even all of 
California So, I said, "They can't make me go 
back to camp, because I am out of the area now " 

I got myself a ticket to Lincoln, Nebraska and 
went to Lincoln to enter school 

The fall semester was just about under way 
I went into the admission room They said, "Mr 
Bannai, we can't accept you " I said, "Why 7 " 

They said, "We have a quota of fifty " I said, 
"What is the quota for 7 " They call it a 
minority quota They said, "We are over that 
and we can't accept you " I said, "Do you 
realize all the expense and time and effort I 
spent getting here 7 " They said, "Well, because 
it is our error and having you here, we will try 
to get you into another school " They gave me a 
little time and called around They called Cole 
College, Grmnell [College] Then they said, 
"Drake University will accept you in Des Moines, 
Iowa " I said, "I will go " 
went to Des Moines 


I packed up and 



BANNAI 


50 


Well, the classes had started They said, 

"We can't put you m If you want to wait " I 
said, "OK I've got to subsist " So I went 
down and got a 30 b at a chain of hotels called 
Taneney-McGinn, which had hotels around Iowa and 
different places That was very fortunate 
because I met a man named Roland Cooke who was 
the chairman of the Iowa Republican party He 
was very kind to me and gave me a job 

At that time, Des Moines, in particular, 
was lacking personnel to work It was the 
headquarters for the WAC [Women's Army Corps] 
detachment and the navy program at Ames, Iowa 
The hotels were busy every day There was no 
help Naturally, he hired me because I was 
eligible to work He treated me very good I 
had a good job and did well 

I told him that I was trying to get into 
the military He was kind enough He called 
some friends m Washington m the navy I said 
"It is no use calling The navy is not taking 
any Japanese-Amencans You might try the 
army " He told me one day, "They are forming a 
Japanese-Amencan battalion You might be 
interested I followed up on that 

I found out that the formation of the 442d 


RCT [Regimental Combat Team] was taking place 
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I said, "Well, I would like to go down there " 

I wrote to my draft board They said that they 
had notice of it My draft board was still m 
Los Angeles They said, "Your 4-C 
classification can be waived provided you 
volunteer " So I volunteered and went to Camp 
Dodge 

My boss was very kind when I went there 
He knew the colonel real well The colonel 
asked me "Mr Bannai, if you want to stay here 
for the rest of the war, you can Because Mr 
Cooke said that you would make an excellent mess 
sergeant I will give you a staff sergeant's 
stripes, and you can stay here for the duration 
of the war " It was a real temptation A 
little streetcar right into Des Moines A half 
hour into town 

But I told the Colonel, "I volunteered for 
a specific purpose There is a regimental 
combat team being formed of all Japanese- 
Americans in Mississippi As soon as you can 
find out how I can get to Camp Shelby, I would 
like to have orders cut so I can go there " I 
stayed there only about two weeks I was 
shipped down to be part of the cadre for the 
442d Regimental Combat Team, an all-nisei unit 
with infantry, engineers, and field artillery (a 
self-contained combat team) in Camp Shelby, 
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I went down on the troop train, and I was 
the only Japanese-American on that All the 
troops on that were going to different camps 
down south I remember when I went to the Des 
Moines station—I have gone back subsequently, 
and it is no longer there—near the city hall, 
there is a big clock tower That evening at 
eight o'clock as it tolled, I was at the train 
station 

Naturally, a great number of the people 
working at the hotel chain were women All 
these girls came down to see me off All these 
troops who were on there, they stick their heads 
out and say, "Who is this guy with all these 
women coming to see him off 7 " I sure got a 
razzing when I got on the train That just 
shows, even m Iowa, which was a long long away 
from the West Coast, that you can make friends 
whether you were Japanese-American or not They 
respected you for who you were It was a good 
feeling 

DOUGLASS You said something about your looks, as to 

whether you looked very Japanese or somewhat 
Chinese or whatever Did people ask you about 
your origins, in terms of your background 7 
Would people assume that you were Japanese or 
would they ask you 7 
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Most people would not ask Maybe they felt that 
it would be embarrassing or not I would tell 
them 

But it was not self-evident that you were 
Japanese' 3 

No Very, very difficult I think that when 
you get into those areas, most people would 
presume that you were Chinese Because there 
were very few Japanese in those areas But if 
you look through the United States, everywhere 
there was at least a Chinese laundry or a 
restaurant So I think if the people saw an 
Oriental, they immediately would think that they 
were Chinese 
In the Midwest 

Right I think that might be a supposition that 
they would have You would explain to them that 
you were Japanese, and it would be that way 
Des Moines, Iowa, when I got there and 
started looking around, was one of the areas 
that the blacks went through, I understand, from 
down south, when they had this little railroad 
going underground up to Canada I met one black 
who was a descendant of one of the ones who 
stayed in Des Moines, Iowa He told me that the 
racial tolerance m Des Moines was much greater 
in favor of blacks than in other areas that he 
could have gone to, such as back East 
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At that point, were you really torn between 
going to school and going into the army 7 Was 
that hard 7 

I had to make a decision But that was very 
simple Very simple because the priorities were 
that the school was secondary The school was 
something I was accepted for and decided to go 
to because I felt that rather than languishing 
m camp and doing nothing and not getting 
anywhere, I would go to school My primary 
purpose, from the time the war started or even 
before the war if I had the opportunity to leave 
with my family comfortable, I would have gone 
into the military If the selective service had 
called before I went to camp and said, "You are 
called Come and join the army " I would have 
gone Between that time until I could 
volunteer, there were no alternatives I could 
not get into service even though I tried There 
were no second thoughts If the school called 
and said, "You can come in today," I would have 
said, "I am sorry I am now able to get into 
the military I feel that I have to do my 
duty " That was the main thing 

Another thing was my reason for wanting to 
get into the marines One of my best friends m 
Des Moines, Iowa, [Robert] Bob Thatcher, who I 
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roomed with at the school, went into the 
marines He wrote me, and I wrote to him He 
was from Newton, Iowa I visited with his 
family, and his father was a supervisor with the 
Maytag Company So I got to know the family 
real well When I had a weekend, I would go and 
visit with them He could go into the marines 
He volunteered 

He wrote me quite often One of the things 
he told me was, he says, "I don't know whether I 
did the right thing, because I am out here in 
Camp Pendleton, California M It was only a few 
months He says, "I am going to leave I don't 
know where I am going to go " He said that the 
emphasis does not seem to be on the individual 
but on the honor of the corps He said, "There 
is a feeling that I am not going to come back " 
Which he didn't I subsequently found out that 
he went to Saipan and was shot on the first day 
A friend of his told me that one of the requests 
was that if anything happened to him, that I was 
to take his personal belongings back to his 
[family] [Choked with emotion] 

That is sad He didn't have a chance So, you 

were the one who took his things 

Yes 


DOUGLASS 


That was a hard thing to do So what he said 
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about the marines made you feel that the army 
was a good place to be 7 

No I would have gone All I wanted to do was 
prove that, as a Japanese-Amencan, we could do 
just as well as in the marines or the navy or 
anywhere else, but they would not take us Just 
to prove that we could do the job 
How did this division, the idea of the 442nd 
happen 7 Do you know 9 

Well, there were many stories When they cut 
down on the recruitment and bringing Japanese- 
Amencans into the military, the only units that 
were left were volunteer units m Hawaii They 
converted that into the 100th infantry 
battalion, which went to Camp McCoy, Wisconsin 
People in Hawaii were not evacuated They were 
all there So, this volunteer group, the people 
that were there—there were a lot of Japanese- 
Amencans that were m the military, the 
national guard, that defended Hawaii from the 
Japanese—they became volunteers making military 
installations Scofield [Barracks] and Pearl 
Harbor cleanup 

I think what happened The history 

is unclear, but everybody has their own opinion 
I have various books on it They asked that 
since there is this reservoir of people in 
Hawaii, the 100th infantry, why don't we get 
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volunteers from camp also to volunteer for a 
combat unit to be called the 442nd and form this 
particular unit and to get the Department of War 
approval for it As I say, that happened 
There are books written on it My friend, 

Mike Masaoka, says he is the one who kind of 
initiated it The JACL [Japanese-American 
Citizens League] had something to do with it 
At least it came into being, which was great 
The timing for you was good 

Yes Even prior to the war, there was a group 
of people at Cnssey Field m San Francisco, 
right below the Presidio, that were all m the 
army but they were m the military intelligence 
service, studying Japanese The fellow who was 
in charge of it was John Also, who passed away 
last year They were primarily being trained 
for the Pacific theater operations Learning 
Japanese Studying Japanese warfare tactics and 
things of this nature Monitoring all that was 
going on 

As soon as the war began, that initial 
contingent went to Alaska To Attu, Kiska and 
that area Because the Japanese-Amerleans were 
not allowed on the coast, the school was moved 
to Camp Savage in Minnesota, which was an old 
CCC [Civilian Conservation Corps] camp I bring 
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this as the background because there were a lot 
of people who were trained, Japanese-Amerleans, 
as instructors and as military men m the 
Pacific 

When I went to Camp Shelby, Mississippi, I 
was in what they called "service company," 
originally Then I was transferred to field 
artillery I took my basic training in 105 
howitzers 

[End Tape 1 Side B] 
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You were m the field artillery 

Right Prior to going overseas, I received war 
department orders—there were several of us—to 
go to Minnesota Camp Savage To attend the 
military intelligence language school 
Did this mean you were being moved to military 
intelligence 9 

I was being moved I went to my captain. 
Captain [ ] Johnson, and he said, "Well, you 

can go see the colonel " I went to see the 
colonel His name was Colonel [ ] Kern I 

said, "Colonel, two reasons why I don't think I 
should be there One is that I am already 
trained m the basics m field artillery " I 
was going to be given my rating "Secondly, I 
know very little, if anything, of Japanese If 
I took a test I would fail miserably There 
are other people who would probably would do 
much better " He looked at the order and said, 
"War department orders have precedence over any 
other orders There is nothing I can do That 
order says, 'You will report • So, you have to 
go " So, I packed up and went to Camp Savage, 
Minnesota 

When I got there, this John Also, who was 
lead man of all the instructors, his story—I 
have a book if you have a chance you might want 
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to look at—was that his mother and my mother 
were best of friends m camp They were 
together all day I knew him and his family I 
went to John and said, ’’John, I am here at camp 
My ability to speak, read, and understand 
Japanese is almost nil I don't know why I am 
here 11 He said, "You are an exception We have 
so many classes We'll start another class 
You can be m that It will be just for 
fundamentals and on " 

So that is where I went I started 
studying Japanese It was a twelve-hour-a-day 
thing We had no leave for three months 
Although when I finished I was probably not as 
strong as many of the people that I left with, I 
at least finished m about nine months and got 
ready to go overseas 

What are the dates of that nine months, 
approximately” 5 

That was the beginning of '43 Probably May 
until the end They usually sent people out in 
teams I had a good team I was made a staff 
sergeant They sent an instructor with me, who 
was very strong in Japanese They would not 
send him out He was having problems with 
military manners in camp There were many 
people from Hawaii who had gone to Japanese 
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school who were very good So, my team was very 
good 

We were sent down to military police school 
camp at Fort Custer, Michigan Subsequently, 
that whole unit was shipped overseas We first 
went to New Guinea Then from New Guinea we 
went up to the Philippines and the invasion of 
the Philippines We were at Leyte We set up 
prisoner-of-war camps Interrogation and all 
that 

You were the follow-up squad’ 

Right We went in very early One day while we 
were guarding roads or something, some colonel 
came and said, "After all that training in 
school, you are wasting your time guarding 
roads We will see what we can do " Several of 
us were then moved to Australia to what was 
called the Allied Translator Interpreter 
Section I was m Brisbane, Australia for a 
short while 

And that was more training’ 

It was mostly orientation with this group called 
ATIS [Allied Translator Interpreter Section] 

It was part of General MacArthur's headquarters 
I was sent by myself then to the Australian 
army They were in Morotai, near Biak, in the 
Halmahera Islands We were being assembled for 
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the invasion of Borneo I was the only American 
soldier, at that time, with the Australians 

A very good unit They had just come into 
the Pacific from North Africa They were the 
Ninth Infantry Division, Second 48th Battalion 
Very famous They had come from North Africa 
There is a book written on them, known as The 
Rats of Tobruk They were good fighters 
What was your responsibility 7 

My responsibility was to accompany a brigadier 
general and a major If we had anything to do 
with intelligence, capturing a Japanese soldier, 
tapping lines, I did a lot of this I would go 
out with them on patrol If I found a telephone 
line that was not ours, we had instruments that 
we could pinch into and listen in on the 
conversations 
And you would understand 

Right If there were anybody captured, any 
books or documents or conversation we could get, 
we would try to find out what the intent of the 
enemy was, where they were Things of this 
nature It was an interesting part of the 
battle I stayed with the Australians all the 
way through that campaign in Borneo, and, 
subsequently, I went down to Indonesia When 
the war ended, I served as interpreter for the 
surrender ceremonies 
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You were with the Australians during that whole 

period of the war 9 

Yes 

That must have been very interesting, living 
with another group 

Right Completely, because they were different 
How did that work out 9 

I thought it worked out well I was introduced 
at the beginning when I went there, to be sure 
that the troops knew who I was I was issued an 
Australian uniform I became part of them, so 
the troops knew who I was and what I was doing 
there It was an experience that was a little 
different from many others 

You know, there were many thousands of us, 
Japanese-Amerleans Served m the CBI [China- 

Burma-India] theater with Merrill's Marauders 
Served with every branch of the service, with 
every unit, the marines, navy, army, air 
force, the Philippines scouts Most of them 
were trained at the military intelligence school 
in Minnesota, either at Camp Savage or Fort 
Snellmg and at Monterey There have been many 
stories written 

In fact, Saturday we are having a big 
symposium on the contributions of all these 
people Because during the war and until now, 
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military intelligence m the Pacific was a 
secret Now the stories and exploits of all 
these people are coming out How they 
contributed Some of them are very interesting 
Mine is just one part of that particular story, 
with the Australians 

Did you ever worry about being misidentifled, 
since you were out in the Pacific where there 
were Japanese fighting 9 Was that on your mind 9 
Yes There are many instances where Japanese- 
Americans who were m the Pacific were mistaken 
for Japanese soldiers Whether anybody was 
killed or not, I don't know But we did have a 
lot of casualties I was mistaken one time at a 
stockade, a prisoner's stockade I went in, had 
an American uniform I think it was more being 
sure that, for whatever reason, I would have a 
uniform on and maybe was trying to escape 
So, the people running the camp doublechecked 
you 

Yes I remember that in Borneo one day I got a 
call from the hospital a couple of days after 
we landed The hospital said, "There is a 
Japanese soldier that we have captured who 
speaks English " My immediate thought was that 
I wasn't the only one on this island that I know 
of who is Japanese-Amencan I thought, "Well 
maybe there is someone else " 


So, I immediately 
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hurried down to the hospital This guy was in 
bad shape He was shot up bad His natural 
language being English, he was ranting and 
raving in English The doctor said, "He is not 
in good shape We have him on a sedative If 
you come back tomorrow, he might be in better 
shape " 

I was concerned and so I went back there 
He was able to talk a little more coherently the 
next day I found out that he was drafted by 
the Japanese army m Japan, which the Japanese 
government had a right to do He was shipped 
through Southeast Asia and ended up in Borneo 
with this unit He told me that from the time 
he went into the army that he was vilified, 
being a nisei He didn't speak good Japanese 
He was really abused 
The worst of all worlds 

When he heard that the Americans had landed, 
he said there was no way that he would stay with 
the Japanese forces He said that somehow he 
would make his way and surrender So, he took 
off 

The Australians, when we landed, to secure 
our particular position, what we would do at 
night was to take hand grenades, tie strings to 
two ends, so that anybody crawling or walking, 
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if they tripped one of them, the grenade would 
go off The next day we would go secure it, 
because we knew where they were Well, we got a 
lot of monkeys and baboons and all kinds of 
animals We didn't get a lot of people 

But this fellow, evidently, at night, 
trying to sneak over, had hit one of them I 
never did find out whether he lived, but he was 
xn a bad way At least, I found out that he was 
not an American soldier, so I was relieved of 
that I often wondered whatever happened to him 
because he was so desirous of getting away from 
the Japanese military 

Where were you at the time when the bomb was 
dropped on Hiroshima 9 

I was in Borneo at that particular time The 
end of the war took place very shortly 
afterwards I was with the Australians at that 
time 

Were you brought in as part of the Allied 
occupation forces in Japan 9 
I went eventually But before that I was 
ordered I was part of MacArthur's team, 

and ATIS would send us all over We were 
assigned to Australians, the Dutch and 
everywhere else 
You were a floating 
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Yes I could get an airplane or any other 
conveyance and go anywhere as ordered 
What was your rank by then** 

Still staff sergeant It is a funny thing All 
Caucasians became officers If you were 
Japanese-American, you could not get officer 
status 

You could not be a commissioned officer** Or it 
would be very hard** 

Well, at the end of the war, when I was m 
Borneo, I received word, that I had received a 
battlefield commission And all that I had to 
do was to swear in before an American officer 
But there were no American officers in the area 
I didn't have a chance Anyway, I could have 
been an officer 

Were you ordered to come to Tokyo** 

No Prior to that my unit was ordered to go 
down to Darwin, the headquarters Then to go on 
the surveillance and to have all the Japanese 
troops' arms confiscated and destroyed 

My unit was out of Darwin It went down 
there for about a week or two Then we went 
into a place called Kupang, which is Dutch 
Timor We accepted a surrender ceremony there 
That came under the jurisdiction of Singapore 
MacArthur, in his wisdom said, said that since 
the British controlled that area, it would be 
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better if the British accepted all the surrender 
ceremonies m that area 

What we did, along with the surrender 
ceremony, we had this Japanese general fly in, 
because they had a big airfield there All of 
the arms were surrendered We would hire the 
natives and Japanese personnel to take them on 
barges and dump all the ammunition and guns into 
the ocean They had a surrender ceremony there 
and in Indonesia And the main one m 
Singapore This ceremony was Lord [Louis] 
Mountbatten's ceremony 
Now which one were you present at*? 

In Timor I have forgotten the general's name 
Another time I met an interesting individual 
[who] was a Japanese army captain I got 
talking to him He was the official 
interpreter for the general Well, he was a 
private a few days before, but since he was 
going to represent the Japanese army, they made 
him a captain He was educated in the United 
States had gone to Japan, and had been drafted 
He was very unhappy But, anyway, how long he 
was going to be a captain, he didn't know But 
he was the official interpreter for them 
Well, what was your role m the ceremony*? 
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The same thing The general from our Australian 
side, if he had any questions of the Japanese, I 
was to interpret for him If there were any 
documents that the Japanese brought, I was to 
interpret 

The Australians had some so-called 
"interpreters ,f Mostly, Chinese, because they 
knew the Chinese characters Unfortunately, 
they could not read or write Japanese So they 
were very inadequate They all outranked me, 
but they could not do the 30b 

Were you in on preliminary negotiations or was 
this a cut-and-dned ceremony 7 
Cut-and-dned All of the orders came from 
MacArthur's headquarters He said, "These are 
the documents that you will sign These are the 
things that the Japanese military will adhere 
to " 

Were there many questions that you had to handle 
on the scene 7 

No Not too much It was mostly a matter of 
trying to tell the Australian troops that with 
this, the war is over But the Australians in 
that particular area had taken a tremendous 
beating among their personnel from the beginning 
of the war They wanted to get revenge When 
the war ended and the Japanese soldier had no 
arms or any defense, they decided to take it out 
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on those poor guys So, there was a tremendous 
amount of abuse of these soldiers I am just an 
individual, but I could tell the major or the 
general They were very sympathetic, but they 
could not do everything 

So you were really trying to communicate that 

the war was really over 

Right 

What was the date of that" 7 The MacArthur 
ceremony was September 2 on the USS Missouri 
These were not simultaneous 

No But as close to that as possible Very 
close They were all m that particular area 
It would have been after 

It probably might have been I have some dates, 
and I will get together with you 
So you had these series of surrenders going on 
Yes Very interesting One of the interesting 
things that we did When we landed, the 

main idea was trying to get all of these troops 
back to wherever they go One of our concerns 
was that the Japanese troops usually had a group 
called the Imon Butai, which were comfort 
troops These were girls recruited all through 
Southeast Asia Hong Kong, Singapore These 
units accompanied these battalions around Our 
concern was to be sure that the girls were in 
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good health I would take the Australian 
officer ashore, to be sure that they would try 
to get them back to where they recruited them 
We got into a lot of other things besides just 

That sounds complicated That is a whole story 
unto itself 

Oh, yes It is He was with something like the 
public relations of the Australian army Keith 
Davis He was liaison with the Australian news 
and sent reports back He wrote a book about a 

lot of these exploits He sent me an 

autographed book I still correspond with him 
once m a while 

After this surrender ceremony, were you brought 
back from the Australian assignment to 
MacArthur's headquarters 7 

Right I went to Manila where my headquarters 
was prior to my departure They had all left 
I didn't have to go back, but when I was out at 
the airfield, Clark Field, one of the crew 
said they would like to go to Japan or they 
would like to go to Shanghai Primarily to do 
black market, I felt Anyway, they said, "Before 
we go there we have to get a lot of cigarettes 
We are flying to Okinawa " I said, "I will fly 
with you " If I get as far as Okinawa, maybe I 


can get to Japan We got to Okinawa, and they 
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said, "We are going to Shanghai " I said, 

"That's all right, but I don't speak the 
language If you want any help, go to Japan " 

He said, "That is what we need help for is 
interpreting " I said, "Well, let's go to 
Japan " So they took me to Atsugi Airfield 
right outside of Tokyo 

Now this is the first time you ever had been to 
Japan 

Right I went from there into Tokyo, where my 
unit was Of course, MacArthur had set up his 
headquarters in Daichi Seimei Building our 
headquarters, which is ATIS the same unit that I 
am talking about, had taken over a building 
called the Nyk Building way in the back 

I went there and my friends were there 
Most of them had now sworn in and got their 
lieutenancy So they were all officers I 
talked to several of them, and they said, "Paul, 
if you come m here and if you get sworn m, you 
are waiving your right to go home, because there 
is a lot of work with the army of occupation " 

I had to think about that I went across 
the street and the Far East Air Force was 
headquartered m the Kaijo building I met a 
Filipino first sergeant, and I said, "I would 
like to stay with you for a few days Can you 
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put me up with rations’ 11 He said, "Yes I got 
a lot of room Come on in Stay " During that 
time I was trying to contact my folks Because 
they were still in camp at Manzanar, and I 
didn't know where they were There was no way 
to communicate The mail, I would have to wait 
a couple of weeks I made up my mind that I 
would come home I didn't want to stay The 
commission was not important to me 

A friend of mine was going to Kyoto for a 
little while I had to wait for some way to get 
back to the States 
You had the points 

Yes I had enough points I went down with him 
and spent a little time in Kyoto Then I came 
back and went to Camp Zama, a week before New 
Year's of 1945 I was hoping to get a plane, 
but they had a ship going out on New Year's Day 
I got onboard the ship and went to Vancouver, 
[Washington] I came back home My folks had 
just gotten out of camp and were m a little 
trailer down near Long Beach 
Had your sisters and brother 
They were all there 

How did that happen’ How quickly were they 
dispersed’ 

They told them, "You have to get out We are 
going to close the camps Wherever you can find 
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a place, go " There was a trailer camp that my 
youngest sister's friend knew about it There 
was one trailer there So they moved m there 
It was temporary My next concern was to find a 
place for them to live 
This is January or February of '46 
Right Beginning of '46 I found a place I 
could buy, but in those days there was rent 
control I could not get the people out They 
said, "Maybe four of five months ” I figured, 
if they could stand it, I had nothing to do 
So, I would volunteer for one more year and go 
back to Japan and be back I had already bought 
this house 

Now you had saved some money on a staff 
sergeant's salary 7 

I never got paid because I was gone from the 
United States Army for so long, everything was 
just accummulated So I had enough money left 
over to put down And I had hoped to go back to 
Japan for one year I went to the point of 
embarkation, and they told me, "Unless you 
volunteer for two years, you cannot go 
overseas " I said, "I am in the army, because I 
have nowhere to go And my folks have nowhere 
to go I just want to stay here " 
that I would stay 


I decided 
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You mean you would serve another year in the 
States 

Yes I got married to my wife in Chicago and 
then decided we would go to camp in Fort Lewis, 
Washington So we spent the year m Fort Lewis 
How had you met your wife^ 

I had met her through my sister, who was m 
Manzanar And my wife was in Manzanar She was 
working in Chicago When I went to Chicago on 
leave, I met her one time I had a lot of 
girlfriends When I came back, it was a 
decision of which one am I going to pursue more 
seriously The ones who were married, I wrote 
off She was unmarried, so we followed up 
You were married in Chicago 

My sister, the oldest sister, when she left 
camp, went to the Presbyterian seminary They 
have a seminary on the north side of town where 
they tram the Presbyterian ministers, a 
university or college She had worked for Dr 
Ovid Sellers, who was the head of the school 
Dr Sellers' daughter, incidentally, was the 
first head of the naval component of the women 
Whenever I was on leave from Minnesota to visit 
my sister, I could stay at the school on the 
weekends because they had dormitories So I got 
to know Dr Sellers very well When we decided 
to get married, he said he would perform the 
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ceremony We could use his home for the 

reception I accepted that So we were married 

in Chicago Which worked out well because my 
wife was living there When she left camp, she 
went to the War Assets Administration and worked 
in Chicago and was very familiar with it I 
figured that Chicago was as good as anywhere 
else 

Where had her family lived in California 9 
In Glendale, Burbank She had two other 
sisters No brothers They were also m 
Chicago So Chicago was an ideal place to get 
married As soon as I got married—I was still 
in the military—I was assigned to Fort Lewis, 
Washington We came out to Fort Lewis and got 
quarters on the post I was given a first 
sergeancy of a tank company in the Second 
Infantry Division They wanted me to stay I 
met many good people At that time, they were 
mostly draftees, two years Volunteers were 
coming m from down south I had a good unit 
I had a real good time there 

If I had stayed and I went into the 
reserves for three years, and at the end of the 
time, I would have had the opportunity to 
reenter again I thought that I would have 
seven years by then If I went m for twenty- 
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year reserve, I would be getting something in 
military retirement Fortunately, I didn't 
because my unit was sent to Korea Most of them 
who were in the tank corps did not come back 
You might have had an opportunity to become an 
officer 

I went down to Australia at one time, and they 
asked me if I wanted to go to OCS [Officer 
Candidate School] down there I said, "No 
There is a 30 b to do first " The other day I 
saw a friend of mine He said, "Oh, I remember 
seeing your orders to swear m for second 
lieutenant Whatever happened* 7 " I said, "I 
never did That was something I passed up It 
didn't make that much difference to me " 

Why did you decide then to opt out of the 
military 7 

Again, it was family When I came back, I was 
still interested in getting the family together 
When I came back, I bought this little house on 
Fifty-first Street I wanted to be sure that 
they were safe My wife and I came back We 
lived there All of my family then got 
together My sister came back from Chicago My 
other sister had gotten married She was a 
nurse in Minnesota She was coming back, too 
So, my main concern was the family My mother 
has been blind for most of her life Even 
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though she has been blind, she is going to be 
ninety this year, she has always done the 
housework Laundry, cooking She can do 
everything around the house At the same time 
my father was getting older I felt that, as 
the eldest son, my responsibility would be to 
the family 

By the time they came back from the camp, the 
idea of your father working was no longer there 9 
Did he work after the war 9 
Oh, yes 

What kind of work did he do 9 

He went back to the tofu manufacturing place 
We had help then because my other sisters and 
everybody else could help 
They were living in the house you bought 
Yes An old frame, three-bedroom house We 
subsequently moved from there When I moved 
down here, I bought a duplex up on Browning 
Avenue My other sister went to Monterey Park 
Everybody went their own way 

There was no question m your and your wife's 
minds that you would come back to this area 9 
Well, it was the most comfortable place We 
knew people We knew where it was There were 
thoughts some time of staying up m the 
Northwest My wife's folks had originally 
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settled in Tacoma When I was at Fort Lewis, 
she stayed at Tacoma when I was gone, with 
friends who were still staying there Her 
mother's friends We thought about it, but it 
was a place that didn't appeal too much to me 
Especially when I was in the military I ran 
into so much wet weather up there It was 
constantly raining, it seemed The only time I 
enjoyed it, I was on detached leave for a month 
or two, and I came to Camp Pendleton to train 
the marines in landing with tanks Every time 
I'd come here, the weather was so pleasant I 
think we were all attracted to come back to 
southern California 
And you had family 
Oh, yes 

Did your wife's parents live in this area’ 

Yes She wanted to come back here, too 
All right Let's talk about what you did first 
after you were discharged You were the manager 
of the Star Nursery 7 

Yes I had a friend of mine, the [ ] Uyematsu 

family and knew the son who had left for a 
while and went to Syracuse University He came 
back, but he never actively wanted to get into 
the operation of the nursery He was just not 
into that He called and said that his father 
was old and operating the nursery, would I come 
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back and help in the operation ' 3 I said, "I need 
a 30 b I need to do something " So I decided 
to go and work in Montebello 

It was a good job and I learned a lot about 
it It was a big nursery, and they needed more 
help in the marketing end I enjoyed that 
They were growing products that lent themselves 
to mass production and mass sales I would go 
to Woolworth [F W Woolworth Co ] and sell 
indoor plants At that time, it was just the 
start, not as a fad, but people were thinking 
about putting indoor plants in their homes 
Philodendrum totem poles So I went into that 
m a big way We did a tremendous amount of 
business all over the country 
So you were in the sales end 7 
Yes Strictly 

That was a job you had not done before Did you 
like it 7 

Oh, yes Because there were new fields People 
didn't market In the old days, if you sold 
plants or flowers, you would charge ten times 
the price and somebody would buy it Well, you 
can make money by marking up double I would 
take these little philodendrums, we figured out 
we could produce for so much and sell them 
wholesale for fifteen cents I figured out the 
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pot size, a two-and-half-inch pot, twenty-five 
could fit into one lug box We could put that 
in there, and we could ship them to Woolworth's 
or any store And they could sell them for 
twenty-nine cents In the mass markets, they 
are happy to make 100 percent profit There 
were untold numbers we could grow We would 
just mass produce them 

Were they growing m the Montebello area 7 

Oh, yes We had greenhouses just filled with 

them We would seal them up and wait until they 

would grow and then pick them out 

Where was that in Montebello 7 

Oh yes Between Whittier Boulevard and 

Beverly Boulevard on Wilcox Avenue There was a 

big nursery called Roy F Wilcox We were right 

below that on Wilcox Avenue 

How much property would it have been 7 

Ten acres of property It worked very well 

They used to market some of their things m the 

flower market They started a marketing program 

for flowers They wanted me to come and run 

the Golden State Wholesale Florist It was a 

coop [cooperative] of all the flower growers m 

the area They were also interested in 

marketing their product 

That was in '49 
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Right I went over there Flowers are very 
perishable I went to the airlines It was a 
good time, again Flying Tigers, Slick 
Airways, and all the airlines were all looking 
for freight From here back They didn't have 
too much problem bringing east to west We 
developed boxes, there were three-, four- five- 
foot, corrugated boxes that we could pack 
flowers m Ice them They would take off 
either early morning or the night before The 
next morning, they would be in New York, St 
Louis, all the markets back East 
This was just crushed ice 

It was block ice we had frozen It would keep 
them nice and cool In wintertime we didn't use 
it, but the summertime we did Tons of flowers 
went back East 

In this country we had not been doing that up 
to that time 

No Everything was locally-grown greenhouse 
We could produce outdoors And these hills were 
filled m this area We could grow mums and 
everything outside in quantity It was just a 
matter of bringing them in 

It was a matter of knowing how to package and 
market And the speed of the airplane 
And marketing We contacted the airlines 
American Airlines would go at night and got into 
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Memphis the next morning We would say, "Well, 
we will have thirty boxes of flowers for you " 
We would contact the wholesaler there 
What was your position with Golden State 7 
I was managing and selling I was more 
interested m the marketing of flowers 
throughout the United States All the markets 
You always had had a managerial flair and 
responsibility, and then you began to get into 
marketing 
Right 

Did you like that 7 

I enjoyed it I would go to all the 
conventions, m Oklahoma and everywhere m the 
country I met people throughout the United 
States I traveled extensively to market the 
product I went to Hawaii to encourage them to 
grow more vanda orchids and anthinums so we 
could market them Helped them set up a method 
of shipping the flowers here 
You were the only coop m our region for 
florists 7 

Yes Because the Southern California Flower 
Market, who owned Golden State Wholesale, were 
composed of all the growers of outside flowers 
in the area And it worked out real well 
You did that until 1956 
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Then I went into the real estate business 
How did that happen 9 

There was a dispute in work The business grew 
I had a whole lot of people hired I was asking 
the management to be sure that we start setting 
hospitalization, retirement policies, things of 
this type for the people who worked there Not 
for myself but there were a lot of other people 
working there 
How many people about 9 

Oh, we had about fifteen or twenty people by the 
time I left They dragged their feet I said, 
"Well, if that is the case, I will just go out 
on my own " At that time, I was looking for a 
home m the Gardena area I had run across 
so-called racial discrimination m buying homes 
I found it when I came down here I thought, 
"Well, now that I have delved into the real 
estate business, maybe I will go into the real 
estate business Get a license " 

You mean from your experience of looking when 
you bought the other house 9 

Yes In that process, I got to know some of the 
builders and people Although this area was 
originally settled by Japanese-Amencans because 
they were in farming and florals, when it came 
to buying a home, you could not buy a house 
The same old thing You know, if one Japanese 
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buys, there will be a whole lot of Japanese 
And we don't want that I found when I was 
looking for homes, if I dealt through the 
realtor, he may say, 11 1 can't sell to you,” or 
he may imply that m many ways But I would go 
to the builder that he was selling for, and I 
met many of them saying, "Hey, you are paying 
good money, and I would rather have you buy 
because you'd take good care of the house " 

These were individually built homes 
A lot of tracts down here So, I decided that 
this is where I would settle I was starting a 
family, and so I bought a little tract home 
Did you buy directly from the 
Builder 

You bypassed the realtor 

Yes There were several people down here One 
was George Hacksfield, who was working for a 
company called Property Management Ray Watt 
started down here There are quite a number of 
big housing developments down here I decided 
that this might be a place for me to make some 
money, and it worked out real well I made a 
goal one time many years ago that I would sell 
thirty houses in one month It took me about 
three of four months to set everything up But 
I reached my goal I sold thirty houses m that 
one month 
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Now you worked for Nakaoka 
Nakaoka Realty Kamiya Realty 
Were those two different firms 9 
Yes They were 

So they were functioning down here 
Yes 

Were you particularly dealing with Japanese- 
Americans who were looking for homes 9 
Primarily Right 

You figured a way to beat the system, m a sense 
How to help them 

Yes When I was able to get my broker's license 
and felt that I was ready, I built my own 
building and went into my own realty firm 
That was early '58 
Yes 

You have felt that this would improve The 
problem you ran into or you would not have 
staked yourself to a company and put your life 
into it 
Right 

So it was not all negative 

The negative was only from the standpoint of 
when you are looking for a home and you think 
you can buy m the area, and they say, "It is 
restricted " Or "we don't want to break the 
area " I don't think that happens anymore, but 


at that time it was very prevalent 
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The realtors belong to an association, so it can 

be a closed situation 

Right 

The two firms you worked for at the beginning, 
was there a problem dealing with other realtors'* 
No At the beginning, there probably was 
Later on, they became part of the realty board 
When you become part of something, it is very 
easy to see that the problems are not there that 
you think are going to be inherent I find this 
to be in everything I know that my friends 
down here, they started a Masonic lodge And 
the reason is that the lodge here would not 
accept them But once they started their own 
lodge, the other lodge said, "Gee, that's not 
bad Let's take them m " I tried to join 
When I was on the city council I was proposed 
for membership m the Elks Lodge here They had 
never taken in any minorities Subsequent to 
that, an adjoining city, the lodge invited me 
They said, "Hey, listen We we will invite you 
You belong " 

Times change 

Times change Once that happened, the local 
Gardena lodge started to take Japanese- 
Amencans, and they are some of the better 
members of the lodge here So I think once 
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When you moved to Gardena and established your 
realty firm, which was in 1958, what was the 
ethnic makeup of the community then" 5 
Well, ethnically, I would say it was similar m 
nature, but there has been an increase m 
various ethnic groups and a decrease in others 
The younger Japanese-Amerleans have moved out 
Primarily, because they are more affluent They 
have moved to Palos Verdes If they were able 
to find housing, because as time went on, the 
availability of housing—m other words, you 
were not confined to a certain area—they could 
go to Orange County and were allowed to move 
into areas So, people moved out, depending on 
their closeness to work, their need for their 
family In other words, if they wanted a four- 
bedroom home and they had three children, they 
could move It became easier 
In the early sixties 9 
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Right The Japanese-Amerleans, the younger 
families, not having a need just to stay here 
because there was nowhere to go, decided to 
move 

As a result of that, there was an influx of 
black people, primarily to that which borders on 
Watts to the north They found the community to 
be much better than Los Angeles City, where they 
lived Again, the blacks also were looking for 
a much better place to live with more identity 
with the community 

You might say the Caucasian white people 
moved m the area This was brought on, again, 
by economics and other reasons But they were 
able to get maybe double or more for the homes 
they had for a long time Their families had 
grown and left the area So they moved into 
communities which had retirement homes, where 
they could live a lot less than Gardena At 
that time, the cost of living, the taxes and 
everything, in Gardena started to go up 
We are still talking about 1960 

Right The motivations of various ethnic groups 
made them either move or move into the area, 
and so the composition began to change 
What about Hispanics^ 

Hispanics came into the area, too 



DOUGLASS 


91 


BANNAI 


DOUGLASS 


BANNAI 


DOUGLASS 


BANNAI 


So Orientals were a high percentage and became 
less 

And became less Recently, there has been an 
influx of other Asian groups There are more 
Filipinos A greater number of Koreans 
Koreans have moved into all areas We have 
Vietnamese and others that find the community to 
their liking, and they move in 
In your realty business, did you service 
particular groups of people especially or was 
it a mix 7 

Well, it was a mix I would say our composition 
of the workforce on all the companies I was 
associated with were primarily Japanese-Amencan 
salespeople As a result the clientele we 
attracted through newspaper ads—we advertised 
very heavily m the Japanese-language 
newspapers—we were getting mostly people of 
Asian ancestory 

You fairly quickly became active m the 
community, I would gather, looking at the list 
of community organizations you belonged to 
Lions Club Lots of veterans work that you did 
Right I think not only from the standpoint of 
your professional occupation For 

instance, in the real estate business, contacts 
are very valuable All of the service clubs m 
our community, such as the Lions Club, were not 
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primarily what you would call Japanese-Amencan 
clubs From an economic and business 
standpoint, it was good to belong 

Secondly, I think we are all motivated and 
you are asked to join Because if you are 
active, then you can contribute to the benefit 
and growth of the community I think that all 
the service clubs had this in motivation I got 
very, very active Once you get in, and they 
find that you want to contribute, you are pushed 
up the ladder, so to say 

Was being a Japanese-Amencan a problem for 
being asked to join the Lions Club 7 
No, it wasn't There were several other 
Japanese-Amerleans who were members It was the 
oldest service club m Gardena At that 
particular time, I was asked by the Kiwanis and 
several other clubs The Lions Club was a very 
prestigious, old-line club that did a lot of 
service 

So you had a choice 

I had a choice Prior to that, when I was 
downtown, I had chartered and was asked to 
join a Japanese-Amencan Optimist Club They 
also contributed a lot to the community with 
fund raisers, scholarships, things that 
benefitted the community as a total In 
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Gardena, we didn't have at that time any 
separate Japanese-American organization, but we 
did have Kiwanis and the Optimist and the Lions 
Clubs that took members based on what they felt 
they could contribute to the organization 
These veterans organizations you belonged to— 
Nisei Veterans Association, Amvets [American 
Veterans (of World War II)], Disabled Veterans— 
you probably joined those before you actually 
moved to Gardena 

Oh, yes When I returned from service, one of 
the very first things I did was I got active 
with the Nisei Veterans Association, which was 
headquartered m downtown Little Tokyo Their 
program at that time was to raise money for a 
memorial at Evergreen Cemetery 

Secondly, the parents were requesting, 
which they could through the military and the 
Veterans Administration, that their loved ones, 
whoever perished overseas, that their bodies 
could be brought back to be interred m this 
country So, we engaged m assisting in that 
particular program We bought the plots at 
Evergreen, and when the bodies were returned, we 
allocated space there and we handled all the 
reinterment program for the veterans Including 
the services, transportation, and maintenance of 
the plots We gave the plots to them We 
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raised money in the community, and we felt that 
was something we could do 

As a result, we became very, very involved 
in veterans affairs But at that particular 
time, it was primarily what I considered to be 
my "own," the people I had served with in the 
442nd and 100th and also in the military 
intelligence service My services didn't go 
beyond to the other organizations we are talking 
about, such as the national organizations the 
VFW [Veterans of Foreign Wars] and the American 
Legion It gave me an opportunity to service 
people that I felt if I were in that situation, 
that the parents would appreciate it 
You were asked to serve on the City of Gardena 
Planning Commission in 1969 How did that 
happen 9 

Well, I imagined that in all cities, the city 
councilmen and whoever have the right to appoint 
people, look at people that may have a little 
background or may have the ability or time in 
order to serve on various commissions Being m 
the real estate business and appearing before 
the planning commission on many things and 
having friends on the city council, I felt that 
might have been the motivation for one of the 
city councilmen to nominate me for that 
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position, which I served for quite a number of 
years until I became chairman It was after 
that that I had the opportunity to run for city 
council 

Perhaps I have these dates wrong Perhaps it 
was '69 to '72 that you were chairman and you 
had served earlier I have you listed as 
chairman, but I don't know when you actually 
went on 

The chairmanship was for only a short 

time I was sworn in on January 6, 1970 and 

served as vice chairman m 1971 and became 

chairman m November 1971 

On that date, I think you probably were 

appointed m '69 Did you enjoy being on the 

planning commission^ 

Yes, I did Like every other civic duty, it 
became a matter of feeling that you were guiding 
or making decisions which made for a better 
community to live in I had come to this 
community, and I enjoyed the people The 
community had given me a lot I felt it was 
partly a return of that, making a better place 
to live Some of the decisions were not as easy 
as I would like, but I felt that the decisions 
we made were for the betterment of the total 
community 
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What made you decide to run for the city council 
in 1972° 

In politics, it is always where you are at a 
particular time At that particular time, I 
guess somebody's term had ended and [they] were 
not running Friends had come to me and said 
"You are visible in the community It would be 
good if you served on the city council " 

There were several motivating factors for 
it, m my particular instance One, when a 
vacancy occurred, the city council could 
appoint My name was put up for that vacancy 
The mayor at that particular time opposed it, 
because he had another friend of his that he 
wanted on As a result, the other gentleman was 
chosen to be on the city council 
Do you recall his name 9 

Oh, things are past I am familiar with it, but 
it was very political Then friends of mine 
came to me and said, "The next time there is a 
city council race," you know, they come around 
every two years, "you should run to prove that 
you can win and you would be a better city 
councilman " So maybe that was part of the 
motivation I waited a short while and ran 
It was not the same seat 

No It was not the same seat There were other 
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seats There were five, and it goes three and 
two When I ran, I was fortunate to win the 
seat I stayed on that seat until I went to 
Sacramento 

Was it a fairly contested seat 9 How many people 
were running against you 9 

Oh, there were several At that time, there 
might have been a couple of other people I 
don't recall 

Did this make you the only Japanese-Amencan on 
the city council 9 

No At that time, the mayor was a Japanese- 
Amencan that I had known for quite a number of 
years He was from Narbonne High School He 
graduated the same year that I did He was an 
Ephebian from Narbonne High School, and I was 
from Roosevelt High School In those days, 
Ephebianship carried a lot more, I don't know 
what you would call it, allure or publicity I 
met him at the Town and Gown foyer at USC 
[University of Southern California] during our 
initiation I thought nothing of it But then 
he settled in Gardena as a realtor He was the 
one that I went to work for first He 
subsequently became mayor of Gardena He was 
serving on the city council at that time I 
presume, and I am not positive because you have 
to research history, but he was probably one of 
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the first ones who served on the city council m 
Gardena as a Japanese-Amencan 

So you were going along, enjoying being on the 
city council 7 

I would say so We had a philosophical split, 
as there is on all city councils Not primarily 
only m political areas, but m the 
philosophical way m which we would make 
decisions relative to land use Things of this 
nature So there was, you might say, 
philosophical differences of opinion with other 
people 

How did the council split on this kind of thing 7 
It was usually about three to two, and I 
happened to be part of the two We would lose 
most of our battles that took place It began 
to come into a party registration thing more 
than anything else Well, a lot of cities are 
that way 

They are not suppose to be, but they are What 
was your philosophical position where the two 
of you were the underdogs 7 

There were two of us When I ran for city 
council I firmly believed it was a nonpartisan 
office, and I should run nonpartisan As time 
went on and I saw this city council, as well as 
other cities become Well, it partly came 



99 


DOUGLASS 

BANNAI 

DOUGLASS 

BANNAI 


about as a result of what you might say 
endorsements The councilman or councilwoman 
who was running would be seeking endorsements 
from the Democratic governor the representative 
from the house of representatives, the senators 
Even though it was nonpartisan it became a 
partisan issue I think that someday, even 
though it is a nonpartisan office, people might 
say, "Well, this is a partisan office " One 
reason is that it becomes a steppmgstone to 
anything people think of in the future 
Party entered into it Did you feel forced to 
play that game'* 

More or less Because the other individual that 
was with me had been a mayor prior to that 
Because of the balance of three to two, he was 
no longer mayor Philosophically, I felt that I 
could side with him on more issues than the 
other side 

I think you referred to a split on land use 
Where were you two coming from on that^ 

On those issues, I don't think it had anything 
to with the politics of it I think it became 
more of an issue on those things when it became 
[an] association Even associating with a 
sister city We would vote on a sister city 
If the majority felt that we ought to ally with 
one sister city, and the other two felt that 
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there was a better plan Simple, little 
noncontroversial items became items which we 
became a split item 

You mean it became petty Very personal 
That's right Very, very petty More than 
anything else 

This made it hard to conduct business, I 

suspect 

That's right 

Had you thought about going on to the state 
assembly 7 

No Never did I felt that, due to my work, 
that I would not be interested in leaving the 
community, which it would take if I went on to 
any other position other than the city council 
Since my business was here, there was no thought 
of it at all I }ust wanted to do what I was 
doing at that time 

Well, then Assemblyman [L E ] Townsend, the 
incumbent, died on May 29 of 1973 What 
catapulted you into the fray 7 

He was a very active assemblyman and represented 
our area He was voted in and had a lot of 
votes He had no problem getting reelected I 
knew him I knew his wife, Shirley, very well 
When anybody of any political office passes 
away, the first thing that the political arena 



does is to begin to speculate who would be best 
for that seat Who could run and win 

At that particular time, partly, I imagine, 
because of the city council situation, names 
surfaced from Gardena, even though it was not 
the center of getting votes As I said, with 
the split of the city council, I became more 
involved in Republican politics, attending 
county council meetings and associating with 
people who were running on the Republican 
tickets At about that time, I had gotten 
involved in the governor's race, and [Ronald W ] 
Reagan had run Philosophically, Reagan was 
also an individual that had Democratic 
registration and leanings and had changed 
because, philosophically, he felt closer to the 
Republican side I don't mean to say that I was 
taking him as a role model, but I had gone 
through the same situation When he got 
involved politically, I helped him 

When the seat opened up, which at that time 
was known as the Sixty-seventh Assembly 
District, there were people m the city council 
of Gardena that were going to run, not on the 
Republican but on the Democratic side People 
said "In Gardena, you have garnered a lot of 
votes, why don't you run for that assembly 
seat " I pointed out to them, that Gardena was 
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a nonpartisan race I had a big base There 
was still a lot of Japanese-Amencans and people 
who I knew I said, "When you expand that into 
North Torrance, Lawndale, Hawthorne, and part of 
Redondo Beach, it would be very difficult 
because the registration just didn't work out " 

The idea was that even if you don't win— 
because there has never been a Republican 
representative from this particular district—at 
least there should be someone as a token 
running Without expecting to win, my name was 
entered 

As a result of help from the party, Ronald 
Reagan was governor at that particular time, 
with his help and a lot of other people who came 
into the district Because as polls were 

taken, from what I understand and I looked at 
them too, our adviser would say, "Our chances of 
winning are much better " Since the effort of a 
long time ago was to get a majority of seats m 
the lower house, we would make a push here and 
put a little bit more money in Do a little 
more advertising We hired a very good 
consultant, Alan Hoffenbloom, who had won other 
races in the past, which, you might say, were 
not losing races but the odds were against us 
Did you have much of a contest for the 
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Republican nomination 9 
No 

That was clear for you So now we are talking 
about the general special election m June 
Yes It was a special election A special 
election is usually easier for any party to win 
because it becomes name identification and 
pushing to get votes out And the Republicans 
can traditionally get votes out in a special 
election, whereas they do not in a regular 
election 

Did Reagan specifically do anything for you 9 
Yes He came down We had a fund-raising 
dinner at the old Hacienda [Restaurant] in El 
Segundo We were able to raise more money, 
which made it possible to make more mailings m 
the area It is very difficult, in all of these 
races where you are talking about a quarter of a 
million people you are trying to get to, to 
knock on doors and see everybody Or your only 
contact is appearances at various community 
affairs The best way is just by mail You 
have to let them know who you are Hopefully, 
what you stand for and hope to get them out to 
vote 

Did you focus on the communities other than 
Gardena 9 
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I did, because you have to get them out The 
theory of all political parties—and it is 
proven m presidential races—you go to where 
your strength is You work your strength If you 
can get that and the fringe areas where you can 
get as many votes as you can to vote for you, 
then you can win a race We concentrated very, 
very heavily in Gardena That makes sense 
By then, through my association, through the 
service clubs, the veterans associations, the 
city council and planning commission, I had a 
real big name identification So, in this race, 
it was not a matter of a party voting, it was to 
get everybody, regardless of what party, to come 
out and vote for you, even though they were not 
voting for the party 

Did the party give you much financial help’ 

At the beginning, I don't think they had zeroed 
m on that As time went on and they could take 
polls and see that I had a chance It was 

a short race because it was special 
He died m May, and this was late June 
There was no possibility of getting a lot of 
money, so we had to do a lot of it on our own 
I had a very strong, active group of people who 
supported me in the local races, the council 


races 
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What kind of an opponent was Tom Ruppert 9 
He was the Torrance city treasurer but not as 
high visibility The city of Torrance, m this 
particular district, represented only the north 
area of Torrance He ran as a Democrat 
Traditionally, Torrance used to and still does 
vote the conservative line So, we concentrated 
on that particular area m Torrance 
Was city treasurer an elected position 9 
No It was not 

So he didn't have the visibility 

That is correct It was not as visible as 

representing the whole city of Gardena 

But, taking the district as a whole, it was 

heavily Democratic registration So a Democrat 

had a good chance 

That's correct A very good chance As I say, 
m the areas, Lawndale, Hawthorne 
Hawthorne is another area The district 
encompassed all of Hawthorne It is a heavily 
Democratic-registered area Yet, the people are 
more conservative leaning Very much like 
Gardena, they didn't always vote a party line 
They would vote on who they felt could do the 
best for them 

How would you describe the district, not 
ethnically but socio-economically 9 Was it blue 
collar 9 
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Mostly blue collar I would say traditionally 
all through this area, it has always been blue 
collar It remains that way Probably pockets 
of executive m the high-rent district 
Traditionally, they are all the people who work 
in the factories around here They settled m 
this area because of the preponderance of 
aircraft industry and allied manufacturing 
Would these perhaps be blue collar who tended to 
be conservative blue-collar people' 3 
Yes Very much so 

Well, how did you feel as you came up to 
election day* 3 Did you feel you had a chance' 3 
Well, m any election, you never know We had 
gone to the extent at least my workers in my 
campaign, with the idea we were going to win 
We were all set up for a good celebration As 
the results came m and we knew that we had won, 
I attribute it a lot to the people who really 
went out As I say, these were carryovers from 
a council race that expanded their efforts 
Putting up lawn signs, getting on the phone 
That first race was really a grassroots effort 
So you had a positive spinoff effect from the 
fact you had so recently run for city council 
That is right These were the same people that 
were still enthusiastic They just got 
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involved I think that is what it takes I 
don't think that you need it in an Orange 
County, where you have [Republican] registration 
70 to 30 percent In this particular area, 
Democratic registration Well, they keep 

saying that it was the highest Democratic 
district that had ever been taken by a 
Republican That I don't know Nevertheless, 
the odds were against us 

This was a genuine upset You took 54 9 
percent, and Ruppert took 42 5 percent, which is 
a clear victory Was the work on your campaign 
done a lot by volunteers'* 

All volunteers, practically 
Who ran your campaign** 

The only one we had who was a paid political 
worker was Alan Hoffenbloom, and he was sent to 
us from the Republican party 
He was a consultant 
Yes 

Did you have a friend or an associate who was 
your campaign manager** 

Well, I had a lot of friends A lot of people 
who came out 

Did you run the campaign”* 

No Not necessarily 

There wasn't one person in charge** 
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No There were a lot of people We had a good 
organization They set up satellite work areas 
in Hawthorne Lawndale, North Torrance, and they 
really worked 

You had only a month to do this 
Right 

So that could have been a distinct advantage 
for you over Ruppert You had an existing 
organization 

Yes You have to have that, plus name 
recognition Those are two things that a 
special election needs Thereafter, it became a 
little easier 

Being elected in late June (June 26), were there 
any immediate goals or objectives that were 
mandated to you or that you felt from your inner 
feelings that you wanted to achieve 7 Let's take 
that newly-elected assemblyman Was there 
anything on your agenda right then 7 
I don't think so First of all, whether I could 
win or not was a questionable thing, so I didn't 
have any agenda m so far as that goes Just 
the idea of running was a decision I had to make 
based upon a lot of things I think one of the 
motivating things My parents were still 

alive They had always been an inspiration for 
anything I did We were just casually talking 
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about running for this particular office and 
they encouraged me to do so There were several 
people who came to me and pointed out to me, "We 
have researched, and there has never been," as 
far as they knew, "any Japanese-Amencan who 
ever acquired an office by running for a state 
office " Of course, other than Hawaii, we had 
no representative in congress That may have 
entered my mind too I thought, "Here is a 
challenge Let's see how far I can go Let's 
see if I can be elected " That may have been a 
part of it 

Maybe you didn't have time to think about it 
until you were elected, but this would have an 
effect on your family What was your plan for 
handling the Sacramento service 7 
As I say, I should not have run because I had 
just gotten my real estate business going 
Economically, I think we were at a time and 
place where the children were getting, 
economically, on their own feet 
You have three children 

Yes They had finished school and gone on to 

different things 

They were not living at home 7 

They were rather independent by then My wife 
had decided that she would seek a second career 
Economically, I could do it When that decision 
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was made, I remember m looking over what kind 
of people would I join when running for the 
assembly, and it was confirmed when I got there 
There were very few people who came from the 
business community with any input from what you 
consider to be earning a livelihood Because 
most of the people up there—and it still 
remains the same—are career people m politics 
They went directly to political work from 
school They never worked m a job They have 
an interest m politics so they go to a 
political office and work When the seat opens 
up, they become an assemblyman or a senator 
A lot of them are lawyers 

They take law as a basis Right That, also, 
in my estimation, may have been part of the 
motivating factor I think the representation 
from that one segment may be an asset I think 
all of these things come into being 
Sure They were propelling you into this That 
must have been very exciting to achieve this 
goal 

It was Also, going up there and getting 
involved was a completely new world 
Did you rent an apartment m Sacramento? How 
did you arrange this? 

Well, when I went up there, I had several 
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friends One of them who encouraged me to run 
was [Assemblyman Robert G ] Bob Beverly, who was 
an assemblyman at that time that represented the 
adjoining area in Manhattan Beach 
You had gotten to know him through the 
Republican party 

Right He came over to help during the 
campaign When I arrived there, he was thinking 
of moving into a permanent residence They were 
building a condominium project Since he was 
buying there, I took a look Being in the real 
estate business, whether it was right or wrong 
I figured, "I don't want to pay rent I would 
rather buy something " It was an area being 
newly developed I put down my very low rate of 
down payment and low payments Again, it was a 
decision based upon my real estate background 
It was proven that I was right The unit, which 
I still own, has multiplied about six times what 
I paid for it I moved into a place and became 
a half-time resident or more of Sacramento, 
because I spent usually from Sunday night to 
Thursday evening in Sacramento whenever we were 
in session 

Your wife remained in your home in Gardena^ 

Right 

You went back and forth 
That's right 
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Let's talk about this question of being an 
Asian, the first Oriental to be in the state 
assembly Senator [Alfred H ] Song was already 
there Assemblyman [S ] Floyd Mori came in 
afterwards But all three of you were there at 
one time Had you met Mon or Song before 7 
No I did not know Song prior to arriving m 
Sacramento We did get together, [just socially 
We did not do anything active, legislatively 
Mori came up later I had not known him until 
he was elected I think he was a city 
councilman in Pleasanton, up north The agenda 
up there was not based upon these things I 
knew there were Mexican-Amencans, Greek- 
Americans, blacks in the assembly and m the 
senate The main issues were not concerned with 
that 

With ethnic questions 

Right I knew Song, but we never discussed any 
legislation per se that related to this 
You were the only Republican They were 
Democrats So this was more the fun of getting 
together and talking 7 
True 

You mentioned one interesting thing the other 
day You said that there were certain 
advantages to you in the legislature m coming 
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from a highly Democratic district I would like 
you to talk about that I thought that was very 
interesting 

Not only from a highly Democratic district but 
also the mere fact that, you might say, the 
assemblymen that were in the Democratic area 
perceived that minorities such as myself, the 
Japanese-Amerleans, were primarily 
Democratically inclined Or, you might say, more 
liberal m their thinking For that particular 
reason, I think that the Democrats felt closer 
to my election and what I could do for them 

So that it was not just my district here 
alone, but because of my ethnic background that, 
while there, there were many issues which they 
felt were not truly conservative or Republican 
issues that they would approach me and say, 

"Will you discuss this with your caucus and see 
if you can convince them that it is everyone's 
issue " It carried the other way The 
Republicans on the other hand—I wasn't a 
conduit—would say, "Listen, you have a lot of 
friends over on the Democratic side maybe you 
can discuss this with them, and it would help 
get the bill passed in committee or on the 
floor " 

So you became a point of interchange 
In many instances Right 
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Could you give any particular example of that* 3 
I don't know if there is any particular example, 
but whatever issues came up that might be hard 
to get through, not because of partisanship 
alone, but maybe the sponsor of the bill was a 
Republican and carried a bill conducive to 
getting passed on the Democratic side Because 
it was a good bill and because it dealt with all 
the people m California and it was something 
that had to get through, I would say, "I will 
get involved and talk to a few people Explain 
it and try to get the help necessary " 

I don't think there was too many 
politically motivated legislation, other than 
when you get involved with changing boundaries 
of counties Reapportionment Things of this 
nature Most of the issues we dealt with from 
day to day were nonpartisan issues per se that 
dealt with the benefit or nonbenefit of the 
whole state population 

Did you feel that this gave you a pretty nice 
comfort range in terms of dealing with issues 7 
I felt more comfortable, because I felt, as I 
did at all times, that when I was there, I was 
trying serve my district, as well as the 
constituency of the state If we could resolve 
things without killing bills because they were 
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partisan, that it would be the ultimate goal I 
think we should work m accord 
Also, since you came from a very heavily 
Democratic district, did that perhaps broaden, 
m terms of reelectability, the range of 
considerations 9 You were not forced into a 
range of ultra-conservative decisions 9 
True In other words, if you look at the issues 
and you look at the district, they were middle- 
of-the-road issues In other words even though 
it was a heavily Democratic district, it was not 
as heavily a Democratic district as I would 
perceive people from the East Side of L A Or 
the more liberal West Side So, my district, 
even though it was heavily Democratic 
registration, I could feel comfortable being m 
the middle, because I satisfied the Democrats 
who were down the middle They were not ultra 
liberal Even the Republicans were not ultra 
right The whole district was more down the 
center So it was much more comfortable That 
lent itself to my reelection for the few years 
that I was there 

When you went to the assembly, Ronald Reagan was 
the governor I would like to backtrack a 
minute You obviously became active in party 
politics I gather you were relating that 
somewhat to when you went on the council But 
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[End Tape 


it sounded to me that you had been active 
earlier In the county committee and the 
central committee 
Right 

Then you chaired the Reagan-for-governorship 
effort in your area Reagan for Governor 
Central Committee chairman, m '66 When did 
you meet Ronald Reagan^ 

I imagine it would be at that time He emerged 
as a political candidate He was not a 
candidate like [Edmund G ] Jerry Brown [Jr ] 
Jerry Brown served on a community school board 
or something 

Then he was secretary of state 

Yes I don't think that Ronald Reagan had been 
politically involved until he decided and was 
drafted They said "Hey, you have name 
recognition You would make a good governor " 
So I think it was about the sixties 
, Side B] 
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3, Side A] 

What were your initial impressions of Reagan 7 
As I mentioned before, he had philosophical 
tendencies to register as a Democrat, but when 
you listened to him, and he had many, many ideas 
primarily about cost of government, I felt that 
I could be very comfortable m supporting his 
views I was willing to help him 
You didn't view him as a conservative 
Republican 7 

No Not at all Even now, when you are talking 
about party, to support someone just because he 
is a Republican a hundred percent, I don't feel 
that way about it I can say that at that 
particular time m life, m '66, I was still 
supporting many Democrats because their ideas 
were good or they were persons that I felt 
comfortable with m serving in government 
because they would do their job Of course, as 
you stay with any party over a period of time, 
you become more involved, and it is harder to 
say, "I will cross the line and help somebody 
else ” At that time I was at the area when I 
could help Reagan very comfortably and would 
help as much as possible to be governor 
That was not a sure thing Warren Christopher 
was running, and you definitely jumped into the 
Reagan camp 
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That's right Reagan had name identification 
only from the standpoint of his career in the 
entertainment world, whereas his opponent was 
more political Reagan had not done things for 
people in the area of government 
Did you see Reagan very often during the 
primary 9 

Not too often I didn't get to see him very 
much until I really went up to Sacramento 
And he did give you a little boost when you ran 
Yes He came down to my fund raiser, and we 
took a lot of pictures He said nice things 
about me that somebody had written down I 
think it was instrumental in helping me raise 
money and telling people that I was his choice 
I think that helped Anytime you have a name 
individual do that, I think it lends a little 
credibility to your race 

Well, when you went to Sacramento, [Robert] 
Moretti was the speaker First of all, you came 
in on a very special situation You were sworn 
in the first week of July So the mechanics of 
coming m at midterm must have been incredible 
Talk about that for a minute 

Very much so There was a lot of work A lot 
of bills that had to be voted on It was 
fortunate that I had good seatmates When I 
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went in, there was [Assemblyman Eugene A ] Gene 
Chappie, who I might say was middle of the road 
A real popular individual on both sides of 
aisle [Assemblyman Frank] Murphy [Jr ], who 
was there from the Santa Cruz area There were 
a lot of people who came to my assistance on the 
Republican side Of course, I knew many of 
them And after I got there, I made a lot more 
friends on the Democratic side 

Just sorting out your committee assignments must 
have been pretty interesting You probably 
dealt with Moretti on that 

One thing I have to say about Bob Moretti was 
that he was fair as a speaker could be, m my 
estimation I could talk to him In fact, I 
did many times, I got out socially with him 
Dinner or a drink I got to know Bob very, very 
well I found him to be a real good individual 
It is like everything else If you put 
everything on an individual plane, person to 
person, you can get along very well When I 
went there and had all this help from the 
Republican side on the issues And I could 
relate to the Democrats on a one-to-one issue or 
on that basis Talk to them and find out their 
likes, dislikes and why they wanted a bill, it 
was a lot easier to make decisions 
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What do you know, if anything, about the 
relationship between Reagan and Moretti^ 

Well, you know, always when you have a speaker 
of one party and you have a governor of another 
party, there are going to be confrontations 
There is usually intermediaries who resolve these 
particular differences I don't think Moretti 
was in that much opposition to Reagan per se 
Even now and then the Republicans held the 
minority seats in both houses, Moretti related 
to and could understand a lot of things the 
governor was trying to do It worked out very 
well 

I had read somewhere that Moretti had a better 
approach to this He felt that he could sit 
down and talk more with Reagan I was curious 
whether you felt that 

I feel that one hundred percent I can still 
name good senators, good assemblymen on our 
side—I am talking about the Republican side— 
that considered Bob Moretti one of their best 
friends while they were there And that is hard 
to say about a lot of speakers, because they 
were too politically involved If you were not 
of his party, there was nothing doing But Bob 
Moretti, you could sit down with, you could 
discuss things As I say, many Republicans who 
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were there and when Bob left, they retained 
their friendship 

That is interesting You were not there to 
experience the prior one You came m the 
middle 

I still remember Bob Moretti He helped me, 
maybe because I came m late Whatever the 
reasons are, he was a very helpful individual 
How did you sort out these committee 
assignments 7 They are rather interesting, 
because you were coming in late I can go over 
them Elections and Reapportionment How did 
you happen to go to that one 7 

That was a down-at-the-bottom-of-the-list kind 
of a deal The only time it comes into play is 
when we have a big election issue or 
reapportionment time 

But you were in the middle of a long-range fight 
over reapportionment at that time 
That's right But when I went up there, there 
were some committees that my predecessor had 
been m One of the things I did when I went up 
there was I asked who the staff people were I 
asked about their capabilities I was 
interested in whether they could do the work 
There were several reasons for it One is that 
they had related to my district and district work 
and constituents I didn't want to change if 
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they were not real partisan As a result of 
that, I retained most of the office staff I 
was fortunate because I got some good girls and 
good staff that really, to this day, I still 
relate to Because when I left, I made sure 
they got jobs that were really good, because 
they were very devoted 

This is unusual, because you are a Republican 
coming into a former Democrat's office But you 
kept most of his people 

I kept most of the staff When I found out that 
they were efficient and related and responded to 
my constituents in the area, I felt that I 
should keep them to keep the continuity of the 
work that was going on As a result, I ended up 
with some very, very good people 

It made a lot of differences so far as in 
the assembly, also Because when anybody would 
call and knew that I kept a lot of these people, 
they knew where all the offices were, who was 
doing what In fact, they advised me on a lot 
of legislation, because they were the ones who 
knew more about it I think that was a good 
move in the first place It worked out very 
well 

Did you appoint one person as your lead person 
m that office 9 
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Yes It was, at that time, [ ] Aggie James 

What does Aggie stand for 9 Was that her 
name 9 

It was her nickname I guess it is Agatha or 
something She was very good She had been m 

the capitol for quite a while She served other 

legislators I have a feeling it might have 
been all Democratic legislators until that 
time I am not real familiar with her 
background to that degree There was one thing, 
and everybody told me how efficient she was in 
doing the work As a result, I retained her 
It was borne out later She was PR [public 
relations] Did all the work that I needed to 
get done She had a birthday a couple of weeks 
ago I sent her a card and called her Every 
year, at least, we talk to each other Maybe 
every two or three months I talk to her 
What was her title m the office 9 Or did she 
have one 9 

She didn't have a title I imagine she was a 
general aide She did a good job 
She pretty well ran the office 
Yes She got married to a person who lobbies 
for various interests She is kind of retired 
now It was one of the good moves that I made 
Plus the fact that, as a result of her contacts 
and my contacts going up there, the legislators 
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who were the leadership on both the Republican 
and Democratic sides assisted me in some of 
these so-called appointments to committees, 
which are real important 

Because the next race around, I had to 
raise a lot of money As is written and known, 
your committee assignments and what people on 
the outside perceive that you have the 
possibilities of advancing their efforts and 
legislation means whether you will raise money 
or not So, the committee assignments that I 
got were very, very good 

All right Let's go over them We mentioned 
one, Elections and Reapportionment 
Which is a nonmoney committee 
Then there was Planning and Land Use 
That does bring into being a lot of technical 
knowledge, and they felt being on the planning 
commission, being a realtor, that this would be 
a committee I could give a lot of input to I 
had been vice president of the California Real 
Estate Association So I had a lot of realtor 
friends throughout the state They had issues 
which came before that committee And there 
were other issues, such as the Santa Monica 
Mountains Things which may have partial 
federal implications came before our committee 
also 
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That was a natural, given your community 
experience Then Urban Development and Housing 
About the same thing as the prior discussion 
There were many issues that were overlapping in 
both those committees 

The other two committees had to do with 
retirement Public Employees and Retirement, 
and the Retirement Committee 

Public Employment and Retirement is not a heavy 
committee, as far as the general public 
perceives, but it has a tremendous impact upon 
state employees As a result, the California 
State Employees Association [CSEA], if you look 
back where my staff solicited funds from, CSEA 
was very strong I carried a lot of their 
bills Evidently, they felt I had a concern for 
their welfare As a result, their contributions 
and their assistance and the bills they gave me 
to carry, there was quite a number of them 
They would support you for election 
Yes 

These were not committees that Townsend had 
necessarily been on 
Not necessarily 

In sorting this out, you worked with Moretti 
Did you get help from the Republican leadership 9 
To a degree As time went on, the Republican 
leadership would sort out and say, "We would 
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like to have Bannai on this committee," or "we 
would like to have someone else " So, it was a 
give and take 

That initial one would have been so strange 
I think the initial one was probably leftover 
committees Not knowing, very naive I said, 
"That's great That is where I am going to go " 
I think there was one committee the speaker had 
expanded one position And some other people 
had moved It is interesting how that would 
sort out 
True 

The minority floor leader was [Assemblyman] 
Robert [T ] Monagan Beverly was the caucus 
chairman, and Frank Murphy was the whip Frank 
Murphy was your seatmate Could you talk about 
Monagan and Beverly‘S 

Monagan was there only a short time Of course, 
he left right after that I think he went over 
to some business entity Beverly stayed and 
subsequently ran for senator I knew him way 
before he ran for office, because he was m my 
adjoining area Bob Beverly was a great help 
Frank Murphy, I just met when I was up there 
The first time I met him was when I walked into 
the chambers There were other people that I 
mentioned who were close to them that they knew 
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Incidentally, you are talking about Bob 
Moretti and Bob Beverly They were very good 
friends, too Primarily, because of Beverly's 
position in the assembly, and because Bob 
Moretti was the individual that he was 
Had they known each other a long time 9 
I don't think so Bob Moretti came from up 
north Probably, their association m the 
legislative branch brought them closer together 
Bob Moretti, I would say, was one who could get 
along with anybody Yet, at the same time, if 
someone crossed him or he didn't like them, for 
whatever reason, then I don't think it was a 
very good situation But you could get along 
with him 

There is a point beyond which 
That's right 

Are you saying that Moretti would have been 
drawn more to Beverly than to Monagan 9 
I would say so, very much so 
Similar personalities or approaches 9 
I think so Monagan was a different individual 
That is an interesting comment about Moretti 
Maybe you could expand on that a little bit, 
because Moretti had ambitions to run for the 
governorship You thought a lot of him, but did 
you see some inherent problems with him, m 
terms of him trying to run for the governorship 9 
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I don't think so I think, as I mentioned once 
before, m politics there is a time and place 
Sometimes there are so many people—like as a 
Democrat on his side—that would be running that 
he may be an outstanding individual, but because 
of someone else being there at that particular 
time or whatever happens, it just didn't 
materialize And it happens so many times 
Given the time and the circumstances. Bob 
Moretti probably would have been governor 

We had someone else who came into being 
As a result, Jerry Brown came into office I 
would not have had my choice on that, but even 
the Democrats, if they look in hindsight. Bob 
Moretti would have made a much much better 
governor for the state of California That is 
my opinion 

Of these committees, and I am still m your 
first term where did you put most of your 
energies 9 

I don't think there was any particular one or 
the other Everything revolves around how many 
bills you have and what bills you have And how 
much time it is going to take I think all 
those committees were reasonably alike 
committees There were no areas where there any 
big controversial issues I can remember m that 
first term 



129 


DOUGLASS 
BANNAI 


DOUGLASS 


BANNAI 


It was pretty even 

I don't think things happened until after my 
first regular election After that, when you 
review that and see the committees and the 
bills, then you are also into when you are 
introducing bills from various sources and you 
become much, much more involved in working those 
groups 

Let's talk about reapportionment for just a 
minute You were on this committee in the 
middle of this confrontation that was going on 
In June of '73, which is when you were elected, 
Reagan had vetoed the second reapportionment 
plan In October of '73, there was a Special 
Masters' report ordered by the court because of 
the veto The court said that the plan could 
not stand Were you, as a committee member, 
involved with any of this that was going 9 
To a degree, but I think it boiled down to the 
issues that were being discussed In 
reapportionment, it was pretty cut and dried 
because of the majority of the people that were 
in the house You could not overturn it 
Whatever we were talking about was a foregone 
conclusion The committee members accepted that 
on that basis, too 
You just sort of watched 


DOUGLASS 



130 


BANNAI 


DOUGLASS 


BANNAI 

DOUGLASS 

BANNAI 


DOUGLASS 

BANNAI 

DOUGLASS 


Yes It is going to be that way It has to be 
Maybe we will have a chance next time to elect a 
majority of Republicans m the house and perhaps 
we will be able to do something about it 
The other interesting thing that came up m 
November of 1973 was Reagan's Proposition 1, 
which he put a lot of energy into, and it 
failed Were you at all involved with that 
campaign” 5 
No 

Did you have any particular view on it” 5 
No In my district, being the district that it 
was, when it got to a controversial issue 
regardless of where it might be—whatever 
proposition—unless there was a poll and it was 
popular with the people, I would take the 
advice Or I would make the decision that it 
would not be wise to take a strong position one 
way or the other on it 

Did you use polls as you remained in the 

assembly” 5 

Yes Sure 

One thing that happened right away, and you were 
continuously reappointed to this, was you were 
appointed by Lieutenant Governor [Edward] 
Reinecke to the Commission of the Californias 
You were reappointed in '76 by [Lieutenant 
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Governor Mervyn M ] Dymally and, m '78, by 
[Lieutenant Governor Mike] Curb How did that 
happen that you were placed on that 7 
That was a friendship committee to Mexico 
Maybe this didn't relate to it, but when I was 
m Gardena, I had worked with the Lions Club and 
did a lot of work m the state with exchange 
programs with students When I was m the Lions 
Club, I did that statewide When I went on the 
city council, I advocated more sister city 
relationships We set up one with Japan And 
the controversial issue, we set one up with 
Mexico That was Rosanta Beach That one, as 
I say, I was able to garner enough help to get 
down there That became a good program 

When I went up there and found out that 
they had this thing, it was a real plum It 
didn't do anything real great, but everybody 
felt that you get a trip to Mexico or something 
of that kind When that came about, I first 
asked for it Having helped the lieutenant 
governor at that time, I was placed on it 
Subsequently, it just came about It was just a 
personal relationship with each one of the 
lieutenant governors 
How had you known Reinecke then 7 

The first time I met him is m the state capitol 
when he was there 
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When you first went up there 

Yes He also headed a commission to increase 
business and trade Since I was working on 
committees of that particular type, I got to 
know him 

Was there an opening on this commission, or did 
you just ask him 7 

I asked him I don't think it was a set 
commission They had people from the wide 
spectrum of the community 

I think the lieutenant governor automatically 
chairs it Did you enjoy being on that 
commission 7 

Oh, yes I had an opportunity to meet a lot of 
interesting people Many of them, of course, 
were Hispanic because they could relate by 
language to the people that they dealt with m 
Mexico It was an interesting committee 
Were the other members not necessarily 
legislators 7 

Most of them were public members from the 
business community 

That sounds like a very interesting experience 
All right The '74 session was the end of the 
first two-year session the legislature had ever 
had You were not there to experience the 
other I was wondering whether you got any 
feeling from the people you worked with about 
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how they felt about having a two-year session 

rather than the other way they had been 

functioning 7 

I don't think so 

You had no sense of that 

No 

A couple of interesting things happened m '74 
One was that the speakership changed from 
Moretti to [Assemblyman] Leo [T ] McCarthy Do 
you have any particular comments to make on 
that 7 

Leo had been there for a little while He was a 
different kind of a speaker His personality 
was not as outgoing and friendly, in my 
estimation But once I got to know Leo, I had 
no problem I could sit down and talk to him 
I never got together with him on a lot of social 
activity, such as with Moretti The short time 
I got to know Moretti, things that I wanted, I 
could always go to him 

It was harder to work with McCarthy because 
he was more party line He was more 
Democratically inclined He would look at 
everything from, "What does it do for the 
party 7 " and his advancement, or whatever he was 
thinking about So it was a little different 
But, as I say, I got along with him very well 
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I had no problem I see him on occasion I 
have seen many times since It is very cordial 
It has always been that way and probably will 
remain that way 

So their styles were different' 7 

Yes Very much so 

And you had to adjust to that 

Sure 

In the long term, you thought that you had had 
good relations with the speaker' 7 
Yes Very much so In fact, including 
[Speaker] Willie [L ] Brown [Jr ] I have no 
qualms about ever going to them They remember 
who I am We can relate to whatever issue we 
had on hand 

You felt that you had access 
Yes All the time 

Was this partly again attributable to this kind 
of a position you found yourself in where you 
could be a focal point for people having a 
dialogue 9 Of course, you had been there a while 
and established your reputation 
It could be Also, when McCarthy came m, and, 
of course, it carried on to the present speaker, 
Willie Brown, but many of the staff people that 
remained were people I related to Up there, 
not only the individual that heads that staff, 
the staff people have a tremendous amount of 
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input In the political arena, m Washington, 

D C , you find this out 

As a result of it, when we had good rapport 
with the staff McCarthy kept a lot of 

people that were Moretti's people, and many of 
them were good Democrats Because when you get 
into the speakership, you choose them not only 
on capabilities, but because they are good 
Democrats or good Republicans A lot of those 
people who were good Democrats were friends of 
mine who served on the staff So I had access 
through staff to all of the speakers 
You, personally, knew staff and your staff knew 
that staff 
Sure 

It sounds like you made a determined effort to 
build on that kind of a relationship 
Right It helped out greatly Because I could 
always call up, and if I wanted to see somebody 
or get something done, I knew someone on the 
staff that I could talk to And they were 
willing to listen A lot of times, if you are a 
Republican and you are trying to get something 
done on the Democratic side, you just can't do 
it Or vice versa 

You felt that there was an open door to you 
Yes 
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As you said, Beverly, at this point, becomes 
minority floor leader Murphy, your seatmate, 
was caucus chairman I would assume that you 
felt you had very good relationships with the 
Republicans 

Yes Socially, as X say. Bob Beverly and I 
lived m the same complex He played tennis I 
played tennis I would see him quite often 
Murphy was a golfer I can always get together 
with him for a golf game Even if they didn't 
partake of sports, I keep going back to various 
people Even if they didn't participate, 
socially, I could get together with them And 
we had time We were up there all that time 
It was a time to get to know people other than 
legislatively on the floor, which I tried to do 
Of course, you were a minority party, but I 
wondered if you could comment on the tactics or 
things Republicans were trying to use 
Obviously, there are different eras It may 
depend on the style of your leader, whether it 
was Monagan, Beverly or [Assemblyman Paul] 

Pnolo What was the party trying to do m this 
period of being definitely a minority party 7 
I can't see any plan or concentrated effort to 
do anything, except if there was legislation 
that we felt was good Every once in a while, 
we would meet with the governor He would try 
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to give us some goals or some program that he 
would have and would want some assistance on 
But I think the daily, everyday routine was 
trying to get the bills we had that we felt were 
good through and into law It was not a great 
effort of having caucuses and saying, "Hey, 
we've got to do this or that, because it is a 
party issue " 

How often would you meet with Governor Reagan? 
Not too often He would come down if he had a 
particular issue Or if we had a bill that we 
would liked to have signed whenever it got 
through both houses Tried to inform him what 
it did and explain to him what the law would be 
The other times were mostly all social He 
lived fairly close Of course, he didn't want 
to live in the old house He had gotten a place 
which was fairly close to the capitol Many 
social events took place there 
So they had you in? 

Yes 

There were not too many times he called on the 
leadership to rally? 

Not too much 

Was this pretty much what went on during the 
time you were there? You had Monagan, Beverly, 
Pnolo 
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Right 

One interesting thing that did happen in '74 was 

[Assemblyman Jack R ] Fenton's bill on no-fault 

1 

insurance came before the assembly and failed 
That was the first time, I think, in California 
What do you recall of that' 5 

Not too much except that I was m the insurance 
business It came before our committee It was 
a very deliberative time What does it do 0 Is 
it going to be beneficial to the people at that 
time 7 Also, what is the effect upon the 
insurance company 7 I think that since the 
people were not as communicative individually on 
the issue as the insurance companies that are 
there and have their lobbyists paid, I think 
that all members of the committee are swayed 
more by what the insurance company and their 
lobbyists are saying It is very unfortunate 
that the people don't have a lobby there They 
really don't have anybody saying, "Hey, I am 
paying this much " Although, we got testimony 
from some individuals, much of the rebuttal 
that came from the industry itself, usually 
armed with figures and being stronger, those 
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were the motivating things when a vote was 
taken 

One interesting thing, to just refresh your 
memory, because it was a while ago There was 
apparently a Fenton bill and a [Assemblyman John 
F ] Foran bill Ostensibly, the Fenton bill was 
backed by the insurance companies Something 
apparently happened because this is just when 
the speakership changed from Moretti to 
McCarthy I guess McCarthy backed the Foran 
bill and maybe Moretti back the Fenton bill It 
sounds like something fell between the cracks 
One of the reasons that I can understand is that 
Foran came from the same area as McCarthy They 
were very good friends I think that they would 
never oppose I think, if anything, they would 
assist each other m that particular area And 
they were both attorneys 
Fenton was a lawyer from Montebello 
It was a different kind of a world that Jack 
came from 

It was interesting that the insurance companies 
were fairly positively oriented toward what 
Fenton was carrying I know it was a long time 
ago, and you by this time you were on the 
Finance, Insurance, and Commerce Committee, 
appointed m '74, and I was just wondering, out 
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of the depths of your memory, if you recalled 
any of the discussions 
I really don't 

How did you happen to get appointed to that 
committee’ That is one of those "juice" 
committees, as they say 

Well, I think it might have been part of the 
leadership on my side 

Moretti would have appointed you, because 
McCarthy didn't come m until June 
As I say if Bob Beverly talked to Moretti for 
me, I am sure that I could get what I wanted 
And I could talk to Moretti too But it was a 
good committee Fund raising, as well as 
I was more or less in the insurance business I 
felt very comfortable m the committee 

One of the things when you say that you 
feel "comfortable," later on as I reflect and at 
that time you are talking about lobbyists and 
raising money In this district, you had to 
raise a quarter of a million dollars to run 
every two years, it became "uncomfortable," as 
time went on, on these committees If you have 
a noncontroversial committee, it does not make 
any difference But as you get on to these 
committees. Revenue and Taxation, especially in 
this committee which had a lot of high- 
visibility, high-dollar lobbyists, it becomes 
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uncomfortable to the extent that although you 
may not be soliciting and your committee 
solicits money from them, many times you have 
conflict within the people who give you money 
Plus, the people who don't give you any money 
but give you the votes 

It becomes a very hard situation to be in 
I think part of the reasons that you feel 
comfortable in not being m office and keep 
[not] running for office, at least for myself, 
is the mere fact of that conflict of trying to 
be true to yourself and voting your convictions, 
as against somebody who comes up to you and 
maybe gently reminds or prods you or somebody 
tells one of your committee members, "You got 
$5,000 at a dinner," before you go vote on a 
bill That becomes not a conflict of interest 
but a very uncomfortable place for an elected 
official to be I think that unless you are 
able to look at yourself in the mirror every 
morning and pass over it, it is a very difficult 
place for any elected official to be m It is 
not right 

That really comes back to the cost of running 
That's right If you don't have the money in 
the modern day election process, you cannot get 
elected I am very positive of that So, it 
comes down to money Of course, since I was 
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there, they have brought in the Fair [Political] 
Practices Commission and things of this nature, 
trying to put some kind of a constraint upon 
people raising money, getting money, sources of 
money It may be a step in the right direction, 
but it does not solve all the problems 

It is very unfortunate the elective system, 
for people to serve in office and serve the 
public, has to depend on all this money in order 
to have government run Most of the 
controversy Well, this last one when 

[Senator John] Tower was nominated [for 
secretary of defense] It is the same thing, 
when he leaves office I saw this when I was 
back there playing golf in Washington, D C 
Many of the people that I played with were 
people who either had left and were working 
for the large aircraft and defense 
manufacturers It is unfortunate, but that is 
the way it is I don't know how we can get away 
from it 

So the longer you were there, the more 
discomfort you felt^ 

That's right You do 

When you were on Finance, Insurance and 
Commerce, and you were on the rest of your time, 
which is kind of remarkable, nobody ever bounced 
you off of it You retained that seat It is a 
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very powerful seat Do you account for that 
from your good relationships with the 
Republicans and the Democrats 7 

It possibly may be But I did always have good 

relationships with all the speakers Even when 

Willie Brown came in 

Once on, you had a good chance of 

Staying on Yes 

Just talk about lobbying for a minute What 
groups lobbied you the most in conjunction with 
that committee 7 

On that committee 7 I would say banks, savings 
and loans, insurance companies I got to know 
the operation and structures of Northrop 
[Aircraft Company] and These big places 

had their savings plans You get to know people 
in various areas where money comes in and they 
generate it Of course at that time, we had no 
problem with savings and loans They were all 
healthy I don't know what the state can do m 
that respect 

Well, the ongoing thing was setting up 
rates m areas of insurance We studied that 
quite thoroughly The main problem was that the 
people in Watts who we were trying to give 
relief to, if we give it to them, we have to 
give it to the people in Beverly Hills, who also 
have the highest rates And most of it was 
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based upon the liability factor 
You are talking about auto insurance 
Yes The houses, of course, you don't have too 
much problem It was always the auto insurance 
rates that was the biggest thing We have in 
California assigned risk, which I think is a 
good plan We make it mandatory It is very 
unfortunate we don't have it for everybody 
There is a lot of people who still don't have 
it It is a detriment to those people who go 
out and buy insurance and are willing to pay for 
it At least, we have enacted laws which we 
feel are beneficial to the greater majority, not 
everybody 

What kind of tactics would the lobbyists use 
with you 7 

Well, it depended upon the lobbyist But I 
think most of them are pretty knowledgeable, 
fair They try to give you their side of the 
argument, why this particular bill should be 
turned down or you should vote for it And the 
good lobbyists tended to do that 
Give you information 

Give information When you have a myriad of 
issues that are coming up, even though you study 
them or have somebody in the office study them, 
there may be something m there that you didn't 
catch or didn't understand So, information was 
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the most valuable thing There is no such thing 
as a real, simple, little bill that covered 
everything and was good for everybody or bad for 
everybody Everything had something that would 
affect somebody What you tried to do was cover 
everybody 

So the best ones gave you information 
Yes 

Did the least best ones try to wine and dine 
you*? What would their approach be'? 

There were not too many that wined and dined I 
had a lot of invitations, but they were mostly 
not to influence but to get my ear "Can you go 
to lunch with me, and I will tell you what I 
want 7 " I never had too much wining and dining, 
other than if I gave a party for raising of 
funds, then they would come I'd look at lists, 
and they said some lobbyist was spending 
thousands of dollars this last month dining I 
didn't see that Maybe they figured that I 
would not go I was not a recipient of a lot of 
those things or a lot of goodies that were 
supposedly being passed out 
You were also appointed to the Judiciary 
Committee for a couple of years You were not a 
lawyer How did that happen*? 

Well, that came about purely because I was not a 
lawyer I don't remember what the thing was, 
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but it was relative to criminal justice They 
said, 11 All the attorneys look at things from 
only the legal standpoint H Dealing with 
attorneys such as Bob Beverly, Frank Murphy, and 
all the rest of them, one time the discussion 
rose, "Why don't we have somebody on there 7 " I 
was asked, "Would you be interested 7 " I said, 
"Sure I would be very happy to do so " 
Recently, we were talking about this committee 
that I am going to be on, which is a commission, 
and it came about the same way There are all 
attorneys on there They said, "Let's have a 
nonattorney " The one I am replacing is an 
attorney, also 

This is the Commission on Fair Employment and 


Housing 
[End Tape 3, Side A] 
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3, Side B] 

Did you enjoy the Judiciary Committee”* 

Yes I enjoyed all the committees, every 
committee I had I don't think there was any 
committee that I served on that I didn't enjoy 
In January of 1974, to get back to party 
politics, Reinecke was convicted of perjury, and 
Reagan appointed [Senator John L ] Harmer as the 
lieutenant governor This left [State 
Controller Houston I ] Flournoy as the outfront 
Republican candidate Did you ever work for 
Flournoy's candidacy”* 

No Never did 

Do you know him, particularly”* 

I had met him on several occasions but did not 
get to know him that well 

So you were not involved in that gubernatorial 
campaign”* 

No Lieutenant governors are real low key 
Yes But I am talking about Flournoy running 
against Jerry Brown 
Yes No, I didn't 

Did you think that Flournoy had a good chance of 
winning”* 

I imagined, taking past history, I think he had 
a chance to win I think the effort or the 
candidate or whatever it might be was the reason 
for losing that particular seat 
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Do you mean Jerry Brown 0 

I think if the Republicans had a more visible, 
outfront candidate, it would have been a 
different race 

Who would there have been at that time 0 Who 
would have done a better job 0 
Well, I don't know 

It was [Attorney General Evelle J ] Younger and 
Reinecke That was a blow when Remecke was 
taken out 
Sure 

There was a Republican national convention, and 
I believe you were a delegate That was m 
Detroit 
Yes 

You were a national chairman for 
The Japanese-Amerleans for Reagan 
This was the '74 convention 

Yes We have a Japanese-Amencan Republican 
group in southern California, as well as in 
northern California They have contributed 
funds, primarily a money raising effort The 
Japanese-Amerleans, as a total, are more 
registered with Democrats, traditionally and 
historically The Chinese, for whatever reason, 
have more proportionate Republicans than the 
Japanese-Amerleans do Yet, when it comes to 
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raising money and visibility, we have been very 
visible at all the conventions and whatever 
there is as far as fund raisers go 
You would be a relatively small group at the 
Republican convention^ 

Yes 

Do you have any particular experiences you 
recall from that convention^ 

I remember that, aside from the conventioneermg 
and the pretty well foregone conclusions on the 
candidates being nominated, that the rest of it 
was more politicking among the people who were 
there for their own issues, whatever they may 
be It was my first national convention It 
was very interesting I met a lot of people who 
were politically motivated who became later 
important in the hierarchy of the Republican 
party Also, you meet a great number of people 
you have not met that are the federal level 
Senators and congressmen and people of that 
kind 

And being in the West, it is harder to do that 
True 

Well, then you had to run It was not too long 
since you had run before, since it had been a 
special election How had you been gearing up 
for this* 7 
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I knew, as everybody else does, that what you do 
during you elective term is what counts when 
you run for election So, if you can carry high 
visibility bills and make the vote known to the 
constituency that you serve that those are the 
things you are actually campaigning [for] at 
that particular time So the campaign is an 
ongoing thing, every day, every time that you 
are there Those are the things that bring you 
when you are ready to run that you will either 
win or lose 

You are now m the Fifty-third Assembly 
District Did reapportionment affect you very 
much^ 

To a great degree I have part of Compton I 
have Carson Reapportionment is always, "We 
have this seat, we had better try to make it 
more Democratic " Which it then became I lost 
North Torrance I lost a portion of Redondo 
Beach I lost a portion of Hawthorne I got 
areas which became more Democratic registration 
Fortunately, I had been in office As I 
said, I had campaigned during that time, 
unofficially Not out When I knew that Carson 
was coming in, I went down and joined the 
Filipmo-American social group I would go to 
all their parades You become more integrated 
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with what is going on in the community So, 
people know you as an individual rather than you 
are as a Republican All the parades You 
know, what politicans do Try to kiss all the 
babies Those kinds of things you have to do 
Because of the change m the district, which 
made you even more vulnerable, the Democrats 
must have targeted you 

They did During that interim time, I had 
eroded a lot of support that whoever ran in this 
district would have from the legislative branch, 
to a degree I think that is part of running 
for election, too So, if you look at the 
candidates that I got to run against me, they 
never got what you would consider to be a 
candidate that would have the best chance 
And would have the endorsement of other 
legislators'? 

That's right 

Who was Jack Mayesh'? 

Jack Mayesh was on the staff of [Assemblyman] 
Howard [L ] Berman and a friend of [Assemblyman 
Henry A ] Waxman Which is easy to win because 
he didn't live here For whatever reason, the 
Berman-Waxman team had lost the race that they 
backed first, candidate Ruppert, who I had ran 
against They were the so-called "computer 
experts " They could take a computer and look 
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at it and say, "Hey, we have a candidate who can 
win M As a result of that. Jack Mayesh, who was 
a relative I knew his father who had 

been in the flower business He was 
nonpolitical He just worked in the office I 
don't know whether he worked in Berman's office 
or Waxman's office, but they put him down here 
to run against it 
Did he move into the district 0 

I don't know whether he ever moved m Anyway, 
what I saying is that when you have a weak 
candidate, when I say "weak" m respect to 
things we can send out negative mailings on, it 
makes it a lot easier for me to win the 
campaign 

You never had any contest on the Republican 
ticket You were it 

I did one time But that was later 

But, at this point, you were the candidate 

Right 

What kind of tactics did they use against you 0 
The Berman-Waxman team 

Typical They would pick on the votes What 
they considered to be Democratic issues for a 
Democratic district 

But you probably didn't have too many issues 
where your voting record was very negative 



BANNAI 


DOUGLASS 
BANNAI 


DOUGLASS 

BANNAI 

DOUGLASS 

BANNAI 

DOUGLASS 


153 


That's right As I say, when they tried to get 
people m the district that were Democrats—city 
councilmen m Lawndale, Hawthorne, Gardena, 
Carson and all that—whether they refused, I 
don't know, but they would not come out and say, 
"I want to help this guy We don't like 
Bannai " 

They would not volunteer 

That's right I attended everything Very 
truthfully and sincerely, if there was an issue 
m Carson or in Hawthorne or anywhere else and 
the city council was concerned about it, I tried 
to really do something about it Any time there 
were social events, I was there I gave them a 
resolution for whatever they were trying to do 
Visibly, I got to know everyone on a first-name 
basis, whether it was a mayor, city councilman 
Whether they were Democrats or not Most of 
them were Democrats 

Mayesh had never held elective office 
Never had 

What did he do on their staff, do you know 9 
I really don't know 

What he would put down as a vocation would be 
interesting Even so, it was a pretty close 
vote, 25,843 to 25,489 The California Journal 
made a comment at that time that you were 
considered the only Asian who was able to 
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capitalize on the Japanese vote I assume you 
had a good, solid backing and turnout from the 
Japanese-Amencan community Why do you think 
that was that you were able to do that ? That 
was not happening in other districts 
We took precinct by precinct and knew who voted 
There were no precincts that had a predominance 
of Japanese voters If I depended on the 
Japanese-Amencan votes, I could never be 
elected It just was not so We looked at 
other precincts throughout the whole district, 
where there were no Japanese-Amencan names, at 
all And, yet, marginally, we won those very 
handily 

The only areas where we lost were the 
black areas, traditionally But the white areas, 
which was predominantly in Carson Carson, I 
didn't do as well because it was a new area to 
me The main thing was to win, whatever the 
margin is We knew it was going to be close 
There was no such thing as a rollover where we 
would win by a great majority It was just to 
win 

I think the article was making the comment that, 
if you took at that time the other people of 
Oriental ancestory who were m the legislature, 
you really could not generalize and say that 
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they had done a good 30 b or had been able to 
mobilize that vote And, apparently, you 
clearly had Even though it didn't win for you, 
it was a good, solid backing Do you think that 
is m the nature of all the things you did or 
you don't attribute that to any particular 
thing 9 

I don't think so Later on, there were issues— 
I don't know when they came up—the Japanese- 
Amencan community throughout California and the 
United States, even, Colorado and everywhere 
else, if there were an issue that they felt was 
a Japanese-Amencan issue, they would come to me 
because there was no other spokesman to come to 
bring that to the fore 

But most issues were not Japanese-American 
issues They were issues that legislation dealt 
with everybody Because I was visible in the 
United States or in California, in particular, 
if there were issues that came up, they would 
come to me and say, "Would I do this 9 " As 
result, my task didn't stay within the district 
itself I would get invited to a parade in San 
Francisco I would be all over the United 
States if they had something where they wanted 
someone saying "You are a Japanese-American 
Would you attend 9 " That came into being more 
and more 
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The point I am making is that many of these 
Japanese-Amerleans were registered Democrats 
You carried their vote, apparently, which was 
not happening elsewhere They crossed over the 
party 

Yes They did, very much so The Japanese- 
Amencan vote, although they register Democrat, 
they are by nature on the conservative side In 
this district, it was the same issue that I 
made The Mexican-Amencans, the Hispanics, 
traditionally, were all registered as Democrats 
But when I would go—and I would make a lot of 
trips to the Catholic churches and church- 
oriented people—when I could talk to them and 
face the issue of what we were talking about, 
they would cross over They would very easily 
cross over and vote outside of the Democratic 
normal line There is a lot people that are m 
that particular category 

Maybe we might talk now about something you and 
I mentioned briefly the other day That is the 
lack of candidates, people willing to run for 
public office out of, let's say, Japanese- 
Amencans Maybe this is true of Chinese also 
and others At this point, there are none m 
the state legislature You are gone, Song is 
gone, and Mori is gone Why do you think there 
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are not more trying to run’ I think we 
identified Michael Woo in the city council of 
Los Angeles as the only one we could think of 
offhand 

And he may run for higher office He had come 
from [Senator David A ] Roberti's office He 
has been, you might say, nursed and brought up 
through the political process in political 
offices I foresee that the time and place will 
come when Woo will probably run for some higher 
office He always has that in mind He is 
building a base for it We mentioned Warren 
Fruatani, who is on the Los Angeles school 
board I think he is building a base and maybe 
a time and place when he runs for political 
office 

But, in this time, it is very, very 
difficult to say, "I will run for office " I 
have people m this particular district that 
have said, "Well, I will run if " That 

"if" has to take place Right now, my 
replacement, people said, "Gee, we have got to 
get rid of him " This is even in the Democratic 
party That "if" of time and place and money 
and support, when they analyze everything, is 
very difficult And so I think being Oriental 
is even going to be harder to run in an area, 
because there is no consolidated voting power or 
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base to run from It is much easier for a black 
or Hispanic, because there are growing areas 
where they consolidate, whether it is a city 
council race or an assembly race The 
predominance of an ethnic group in that area 
doesn't guarantee, but it gives a tremendous 
base to say, "I can run for office " 

Yes But, of course, now you do have the influx 
of Koreans and Vietnamese, but I can't say 
where they would fall m a particular district 
I wondered whether there was anything cultural 
about this We are now seeing third and fourth 
generations coming up, but let's say your 
generation Do you think there is anything 
cultural about Orientals being willing to put it 
on the line m an election 7 

I think so Part of it is that in the political 
arena, as I mentioned before, most people who 
run for political office don't run from a base 
of being successful in business They are 
nurtured and brought up through the political 
process, working m political offices I don't 
think we have that many people going into 
schooling to take political science Most of 
the people are going into business 
administration, the professions, doctors As a 
result, being successful economically and 
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otherwise in those areas, there is really no 
motivation to go out and say, "Hey, listen, I am 
willing to go into politics and run for office " 
Had I not been economically well off, I would 
have never considered running for political 
office Economically, I could not support a 
family I could not make ends meet in order to 
live a life I would want to live 
I was wondering, too, do you think there is any 
of that culturally face-saving kind of thing 7 
You are putting yourself on the line and if you 
lose, you could lose face 

That's right It possibly would be When you 
assess things and see that you can't win, that 
may have a lot to do with it Very true 
Running for political office is difficult for 
anyone these days, and you have enumerated a lot 
of the reasons 

All right You were reelected, and so you 
are going into your first full term, '75-'76 
You achieved another amazing thing You were 
appointed to the Revenue and Taxation Committee 
in '75-'76 by McCarthy How did McCarthy happen 
to do that for you 7 

I related to what McCarthy was doing I got 
together with him—not as much with other 
speakers on a social level—but I had the 
opportunity on several occasions to go to San 
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Francisco and he would be speaking at a dinner 
His second man in command was [Assemblyman Louis 
J ] Lou Papan, who represented the district m 
Daly City next to him Lou and X got along very 
well Lou had McCarthy's ear I rode over with 
Lou Papan going to San Francisco for events I 
had to go to As a result, with Lou Papan as an 
intermediary, I got to know things I would want 
from Leo McCarthy, and it was obtainable I 
think it was just a matter of knowing people 
again, McCarthy's staff, and getting to know 
McCarthy also 

Also, would there have been some sense that 
there were so many Republican spots on that 
committee^ 5 

Yes All committees are made up of 
proportionate parts They assess who they think 
they can put on there Many times they would 
say, "He is an easy vote for us " Whatever the 
circumstances may be We just had a situation 
this year m which the assembly has done away 
with the Committee on Veterans Affairs And 
the senate, which never had one, has set up a 
Committee on Veterans affairs The story on 
that is, again, very political They tried to 
do away with a committee because maybe they 
don't want a chairman on there So, there is a 
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lot of maneuvering on the members of the 
committee to erode or increase the visibility of 
a committee There are many reasons for it 
Would McCarthy have consulted Beverly on this 7 
Because Beverly was the minority floor leader 
Or Murphy, as caucus chairman In other words, 
if there are, say, three spots on Revenue and 
Taxation saved for the minority party, and they 
are deciding what Republicans to put on, would 
McCarthy have discussed this with the Republican 
leadership 7 

I am not privy to that kind of information I 
imagine that it did take place, because there 
was give-and-take on all ends I am pretty sure 
that both our leaders, Beverly and Murphy, got 
along fairly well with McCarthy 
That, plus the fact that Papan knew you If 
there were an opportunity to put a Republican on 
that committee he probably would have chosen 
you 7 

Papan was on both FI and C [Finance, Insurance 
and Commerce] and Rev and Tax [Revenue and 
Taxation], if I recall, and I served with him on 
both committees He chaired, that year or 
eventually, the committee Rev and Tax FI 
and C was [Assemblyman Alister] McAlister I 
think McAlister came from the same area up 
north 
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Again, we are into a juice committee A lot of 
lobbying, I expect This is the focal point 
almost What would this be like 7 Was it a 
different experience from Finance, Insurance and 
Commerce 7 Or was it similar 7 

Not too much, except that we heard a lot more m 
Rev and Tax from government people We are 
talking about the agencies of the state 
government because of their affect 
So, a lot of government lobbying 
Yes A lot of government lobbying 
How about the private sector 7 
To an extent Because you are talking about 
businesses that would be affected 
Manufacturers Chamber of commerce and people 
of this kind If there were any tax or if we 
were trying to generate more revenue for the 
state, they probably would be the ones that we 
would hit As a result, they were always 
careful And they would always lobby on any 
issues we had where there was any increase on 
taxes 

This gets pretty time consuming, I expect Were 
there any particular groups that lobbied that 
you had to deal with the most m lobbying with 
Rev and Tax 7 
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No Just as I say, the business people I 
think Bob Monagan was beginning to represent the 
state chamber of commerce They were always 
interested in anything that came into the hopper 
as far as Rev and Tax went 
Did you have a good staffs 

Yes A very good staff I don't remember the 
fellow 

That was David Doerr, wasn't it 7 

Yes David Doerr was on the staff He was a 

very good staff member 

So you had a good bank of information 

Right And presented well The main thing is 

when staff can do the research and give you the 

information, most of your work was done You 

could read that report and say, "I will take my 

position based on this " Because most of the 

reports were unbiased It was not for one issue 

or the other That is what makes it good 

Paul Pnolo came in as minority floor leader in 

'76 Did that represent any particular change 

from Beverly 7 

No, I don't think so Pnolo was about the same 
mold as Beverly I would not say that it 
changed too much 

You were appointed m '75 to the Commission for 
Economic Development and served until '80 
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That is the one which I said that all the 
lieutenant governors headed, starting with 
Reinecke and on, I believe 
Harmer, Dymally, Curb 
Right 

What was the mission of that commission, 
specifically 9 

We used to have hearings around the state—I 
remember going to several of them—on how we can 
help businesses in development, how we could 
generate more business in California Things of 
this nature I imagine now they are looking 
into getting more outside of the country They 
have set up an office in Tokyo to do business m 
Japan They have sent over a mission which had 
a task of exposing California products, such as 
raisins, almond nuts, on a train which they had 
running around Japan for one year I think 
there is more visibility of that commission now 
than at the time we were active in it 
Was your seat one that was held for an 
assemblyman 9 Was this a commission where there 
was a seat for a legislator automatically built 
into it 9 

Yes The rest of them were mostly all business 
people in the community All public members 
They had a senator 
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Yes That's right 

Jerry Brown came m as governor The 
governorship situation changed with a Democrat 
in office One of the things that Brown pitched 
and did, indeed, do was to appoint an 
unprecedented number of minorities Whether it 
be women, Hispanics, blacks How did he do with 
Orientals on that 9 Did anyone from his office 
contact you about that 9 

No Not necessarily But relative to that, 
because one time—I forgot who it was that asked 
for that particular study but it was not during 
Jerry Brown's term, necessarily—but in 
California, even with Jerry Brown in office, 
there were more minorities on commissions, 
judgeships, and public office appointments under 
Reagan than any combination of all the prior 
governors before, and including Jerry Brown 
I think I saw that article m the paper 
I believe m this Because when I had been in 
office, the governor's office would call me 
relative to judgeships I can think of many 
good judges that we have that are minority 
judges, including Japanese-Amencans There is 
Richard Hanki And Monio Fukuto was elevated 
There was even a Democrat up north 
This is under Reagan 
Yes 
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His office would contact you 
Yes 

Do you suppose they called Mon and Song’ 

I really don't know But, anyway, I remember 
that even if I made a recommendation of somebody 
that was seeking a judgeship or a post on a 
commission that there was good response on it 
You don't remember getting any contacts sent out 
of Brown's office 
There were some Yes 

Would that have been from the appointments 
assistant’ 

The appointments assistant and some input Even 
Democrats would come to me many times They 
felt maybe that if they were interested in a 
particular position on a commission, would I 
talk to the people’ I was able to get some 
positions for these people 

What I think I hear you saying is that under 
Jerry Brown things didn't change It was pretty 
even 

Not too much No 

I think it was fairly dramatic in terms of what 
he did for high-level positions for women and 
blacks and Hispanics 

For women and minorities I think that is true 
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You are the minority party You did have a 
Republican governor Did this world change much 
for you with having Brown in the governorship 7 
No Not too much X think in the legislature 
it didn't change that much When you look at 
that from the standpoint of the Democratic 
members of the senate and assembly, they didn't 
relate that much to Jerry Brown Jerry Brown 
was not a socially 

In fact, there were more complaints I 
remember when he came into the office, one of 
the first things he did was he invited all of 
the legislative body and their staff to Sutter's 
Fort, which is an enclosed wall We thought, 
well, you know, here the governor is going to 
give us a party So we went there Well, he 
brought [people] in from some state penal 
institution to make hot dogs and have coffee 

Well, first of all, there was no planning 
The coffee they were bringing in with pots, the 
line was tremendously long They were m there 
with a little electric cord and this little 
coffee pot No one got coffee because it was 
impossible to feed this many people And trying 
to make hot dogs, and here is this little tiny 
burner And here is this line These people 
were not told There was no planning Nobody 
had anything Rather than to make friends and 
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get a governorship under way, all the 
legislators and their staff went away just 
completely and totally wondering and talking to 
themselves How they can have a party and the 
governor puts it on Evidently the effort 

was to save money, state money But it was a 
disaster So this started off the thing 

That was typically what happened through 
his time I don't think they put a lot of 
credibility—at least the Democrats to me—on 
what was going to happen, or if he proposed 
something There were a lot of things that came 
up and not partisan issues, but it was sent off 
as, "It's Jerry's idea The hell with it " 

It sounds like he didn't have a very good 

relationship 

No He never did 

You heard this from your Democratic colleagues^ 
Yes Not from the Republicans because they were 
not on his side The Democrats themselves 
Even the speakership It was entirely 
different 

In '76, one interesting thing did happen, since 
you were involved with some of the professional 
bodies For the first time, public members were 
put on all state occupational licensing boards 
and commissions Do you remember anything about 
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that 7 I didn't realize that is when that had 
first happened 

No But I remember the first ones we had I 
think it was either the television repairmen or 
auto body or automobile repair people started to 
do that rather than just the trades people I 
think that was to balance out and get input from 
the public Because these people who are on 
there now are trying to protect their trade, 
their own people So, with outside people 
having a say-so, on whether they were getting 
ripped off After all, these commissions 

which were under the Department of Consumer 
Affairs were to protect the public And here 
there was no public input into these particular 
areas I think it was a good move 
Yes Have a public member privy to the 
discussion 
That's right 

I had not quite realized that is when that 
happened A couple of bills that you carried— 
and I want to be sure to cover with you any 
particular bills that you carried during the 
whole period you were m service—that I wanted 
to ask you about One was in '75, A B 262, 
which had to do with the personal income tax as 
related to the sale of your home at age sixty- 



170 


BANNAI 

DOUGLASS 

BANNAI 


1 

five This bill extended the period that you 
had to replace the home from one year to 
eighteen months And it enlarged the factoring 
m of the amount of money from $20,000 to 
$30,000 This sounds like it grows out of your 
professional work and your concerns of your 
constituency Could you discuss that bill'* 

Well, it was one of many 

That one stuck out m my mind as being very much 
m your line of work 

Right It was not what you would call a real 
super bill We were talking in the committee 
with David Doerr Many of these came as a 
result of the committee looking at it and 
saying, "This is something we should correct as 
far as the law goes And this statute says 
this " And equity for people I think that 
particular bill came as a result of what we were 
talking about Let's equalize and make it fair 
for these people It became law Enacted 
There were not too many people who opposed 
it The only time you have people oppose a bill 
is if it takes away revenue that the state is 
going to lose and it is a great amount of money 


1 A B 262, 1975-1976 Reg Sess , Cal Stat , ch 
221 (1975) 
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A couple of days ago I was at the veterans' 
meeting talking about a bill There is a bill 
m that relates to fishing licenses The bill 
was put m last year, and it got killed, saying 
that all senior citizens would be entitled to a 
discount on fishing licenses A fishing license 
must be ten dollars or something It was killed 
because if you take all the citizens over sixty- 
two or sixty-five and they applied for this 
license and they lose the revenue, it runs into 
ten, twenty, thirty thousand dollars 

So now they have a bill m saying only 
veterans who are on disability They counted 
all that up, and it is going to be only $500 or 
$600 So, things that affect people and does 
good for people who deserve it and is not a 
large revenue loss for the state, are very easy 
to enact into law This would be an example of 
it 

DOUGLASS That same year you had another one Maybe this 

grew out of some discussion m Revenue and Tax 

It was A B 970, having to do with the fees and 

charges that California State University 
1 

charges This applies to those fees they 


1 A B 970, 1975-1976 Reg Sess , Cal Stat , ch 
466 (1975) 
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charge to students for services and materials 
that students can use at their option The 
essence of the bill was that the collections 
must be put m a certain fund and the money must 
be used that year Was there any particular 
reason for that* 5 Was there a problem 7 
I don't think so If there was a problem, I am 
trying to place it Some of these come up as a 
result of a discovery of something in the school 
that someone might not be doing it properly As 
a result, we try to correct that and put 
legislation in Probably to that degree 
OK In '76, one of the first bills I spotted 
that you carried, this was the PERS, Public 
Employees Retirement System, and you had various 
bills over the years, some were just adjusting 
mechanics But this one had to do with 
evacuees That is the first bill I picked up 
that you were carrying It established that 
they would have war relocation leave That 
sounds like a pretty important bill 
That and subsequent to that there were some 
other ones 

You fmetuned that The amount of 
contributions 

That's right Some of these came, as I told you 
before, when they felt there was something to do 
with minority or Japanese-Amerleans in 
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particular Then people would write to me or 
come to me and say, "Will you carry it because 
you know the issue more than anybody else " 

That is rather amazing It is '76 before there 
is a bill like that It had not been 
established that they might get leave if they 
had been state employees It took that long 7 
That long Well, it is just like the 
reparations bill 

I realize that But this is just a basic 
starting point 

Yes You know, the Japanese-Amerleans are very 
quiet You might say that they don't like to 
make waves So things were very slow 
Did some Japanese-Amerleans who had been state 
employees approach you with this problem 7 
I am sure they did Some of them have come 
back, and they are still up there working Many 
of them are retiring Some came to think, "Hey, 
listen, I am retiring I can get this " That 
is what probably motivated or triggered that 
particular item 

They are reaching retirement age 
That's right 

Are you looking up that bill 7 
Yes [Referring to notes] 
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Well, this is [A B ] 261 War relocation 

leave, during '75-'76 
Did A B 261 pass 7 
Yes 

It did It became law 

In 1975 It went to PERS and Finance committee 
It was passed by Public Employees Retirement 
It went to Ways and Means It was passed as 
amended 

Oh, here it is I have it 

They were both similar in respect, and they went 
through the same process 

According to me, A B 261 enabled a refund to 

the employee 

Yes They can buy back 

Yes It is another factor in this Before, 
they had to pay the employer half of the 
contribution So, these two really went 
together, didn't they 7 
Yes They did 


1 A B 2887, 1975-1976 Reg Sess , Cal Stat , ch 
1027 (1976) 

2 A B 261, 1975-1976 Reg Sess , Cal Stat , ch 
333 (1975) 
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That was '75 They should be linked 
Basically, you didn't have any bills that became 
law until '74 because you came m late Are we 
missing anything we should be picking up m 
terms of bills you think are important, that you 
carried or were a part of'* 

No I don' think so Electronic repair 
dealers, you were talking about 

You carried a couple of bills on that I gather 
there were some problems in your district that 
you were hearing about 7 
Yes 

They were not properly trained 7 Or were not 
providing the right service 7 

Certain other things came m The law spoke of 
certain repair people Microwave ovens came 
into a great degree We decided to include 
that We would amend m microwave ovens as one 
area We took the fees that went into the 
repair dealers 


[End Tape 3, Side B] 
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Mr Bannai, in 1976, again you were the only 
Republican to run in your district There was a 
Democratic race between a man named Joe Miller 
from Hawthorne He was on the city council of 
Hawthorne 

Yes He was the mayor of Hawthorne 
And Cindy Wear As that battle shaped up, 
because it looked like it was a very tight one, 
what did these two candidates look like to you 
in terms of competition 7 

One of the reasons why no Republicans ran in 
this district was their chances of survival, 
even if they had beaten me, were slim In the 
Democratic side, the more formidable of the two 
candidates was Mr Miller Mr Miller was 
active for quite a number of years in the 
community He was on the city council He was 
a mayor of the city He was on the board of the 
hospitals He was active in service clubs 

Cindy Wear moved into the area In fact, 
moved into Gardena fairly close to where my 
campaign headquarters was, a relative unknown 
She had worked in one of the political offices 
I don't remember where If it were Mr Miller, 
it would have been a very formidable race, 
because he had a tremendous base in the city of 
Hawthorne, which was the city m which there was 
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the greatest number of registered voters of this 
particular district 

Was part of Hawthorne m your original district 7 
Yes Gardena, Hawthorne and Lawndale were three 
of the cities that we kept most of the 
constituents 

So he had name visibility How did Wear happen 
to beat him 7 I noticed that they were five 
votes apart at the end of the primary 
We assessed what we considered to be the reason 
One reason, again, is that Cindy Wear had the 
backing of the computer capabilities and the 
campaign staff of the same people The Berman- 
Waxman team Although Mr Miller had the name 
visibility and the tremendous support in 
Hawthorne—and we looked at the figures later— 
his votes that came in from all the other 
precincts were primarily in Hawthorne and very 
little outside That was the small difference 
of his not being in the runoff I would say I 
was very fortunate for myself Because you are 
talking about a term and a half facing a person 
who lives m the area, has name recognition, and 
is a Democrat 

What was Cindy Wear like as a campaigner 7 
Not too much activity, personally Mostly 
mailings Lots and lots of mailings, trying to 
get name recognition Nothing to point out her 
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background As in normal circumstances of these 
kinds of races, putting out the negative on my 
votes I have a record Whenever you vote, you 
have a record That was the total extent of the 
campaign 

Did you have any times when the two of you 
appeared on a platform 7 

We had several occasions that the chamber of 
commerce and other areas would ask us to appear 
I did appear I had nothing to hide, because 
they were mostly people I knew I was willing 
to appear, answer any questions, and make my 
statements She kept a low visibility, either 
upon advice or whatever So, we were not able 
to see her too much m any of the community 
affairs 

She didn't have a specific issue or two 7 
No Not that I know of The usual issue, it is 
time for a change 

How much do you think you had to spend 7 We 
could take any one of your campaigns, but this 
is '76 and looked like a tough one How much 
would you have had to spend on a campaign like 
that 7 

We probably spent $150,000 to $200,000 Looking 
back, it got to the point even in the last race, 
which was about quarter of a million dollars to 
do the mailings and run a good campaign 
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Most of your costs are in media Newspapers 
Did you get on television' 5 Radio 0 
Television did not appeal to us, primarily 
because it was not a citywide or statewide 
office You could not zero in There was no 
media television zeroed in on the South Bay 
area We had to depend on radio, to some extent 
but not much It was mostly the press and 
direct mailings so that we could get right into 
the households of the district 

In terms of meetings you held, did you ever do 
any neighborhood meetings -5 

Yes In each area we represented I think that 
I mentioned that most of the campaigning that we 
did was during the time of incumbency Going to 
places where we were invited Even if we were 
not invited, we asked if we could attend As a 
result, we were trying to get as much public 
relations work done prior to the election 
Was this largely a volunteer effort, your 
campaign -5 

Oh, yes Quite a bit In each city, if people 
would hear about some service club or some 
event, a tea or whatever was going on, they 
would inform us and try to get us invited When 
we were invited, being a public official, we 
would try to get as much visibility If it were 
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a parade, if you can't be grand marshal, at 
least get a car to ride in These were things 
that became part of the routine every weekend 
We were down from Thursday night until Sunday 
There were several times I even came down during 
the week for one evening to attend a function 
that we felt was important It was a seven-day, 
seven-night-a-week 30 b You had to work all the 
time 

Were you really campaigning for the next 
election just after you got elected the last 
time'? [Laughter] 

That is generally what you have to do, if you 
have an area such as mine If it was not 
predominantly a hard district, it just was not 
necessary Many of my colleagues never went 
back once they were elected There was no 
reason to go back home They made their 
residence permanently in Sacramento Several 
of them that I know of now wish they had not 
done it that way Because they were defeated m 
the election with that as the focal point That 
they did not live m the district, that they did 
not focus m on the needs of the constituents 
How much of a staff did you keep down here 7 And 
where was your office 7 

I was on Redondo Beach Boulevard in Gardena 
That was about the center of the whole district 
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I had one aide A young man who was my 
photographer and did my press releases He came 
from the news media I had two girls who 
answered the phone, took care of constituents' 
requests I retained three in the district 
You were back every week 
Every week 

So they were m constant touch with you 

personally 

Right 

That helps a lot in terms of servicing your 
voters 

It does The local people are the ones you want 
to keep m touch with The constituents don't 
have too much to do with Sacramento The only 
people we would see was when they would have a 
chamber of commerce meeting and they would come 
up Or somebody in Sacramento to visit on a 
holiday, and then we would get them m the 
office But that was very, very few 
What would be your staff in Sacramento 9 
It varied When I first went in, it was 
again composed of two people As the 
responsibility of committeework expanded, I was 
able to get more space and more staff That is 
the way it goes When you get a committeeship, 

I had nothing the first year, of course, but as 
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committees expanded, you are given staff to 
take care of work Then you are given better 
offices Well, from 1976 on, I was given a 
larger office, a nice corner office with 
multiple rooms I was on the Constitutional 
Amendments Committee, which meant that I would 
get two more staff So that each time you 
expand your stature, you get more people and 
more room to work in 

It gives you more flexibility with how you use 
your human resources 

True You are not supposed to use any of the 
staff for campaigning, but when you are in 
office, you are campaigning for that next 
election 

Would you for the campaign of '76 hire a couple 
of people on down here to work on the campaign 7 
No That was separate Again, we hired a 
consultant out of the funds that were raised 
They did all the fund raising and the media 
work The mailings That took a complete 
different staff By then there was a lot of 
complaints about using state employees, which my 
staff was The work was kept completely 
separate The campaign staff and the money 
raised and their efforts were completely 
different 
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Were you able to accumulate some of your 
campaign money from time to time'* Were you able 
to build up a warchest** 

We always had a carryover of some We tried to 
be as conservative in our spending as possible, 
so there was a carryover Not much Because it 
is no use carrying over and then get defeated 
What we tried to do was to anticipate our budget 
and try to spend all the money that we could 
There was always never enough 

You really defeated Cindy Wear quite well It 
was 32,363 to 28,834 As you came up to 
election day, did you feel pretty good about how 
you were going to do'* 

Much better Primarily, you got to know the 
people m the area You didn't have to take a 
poll There was feedback that they were helping 
me Again, when the opposition went to people 
m the area to get their endorsement, I find now 
that the Democrats and people who were highly 
visible were getting involved in my campaign or 
not helping In fact after the runoff of Mr 
Miller and Cindy Wear, Cindy had hoped that Mr 
Miller would campaign for her and lend his name 
and support Which didn't materialize, 
primarily because of their rhetoric during the 
campaign And the fact that Mr Miller, since 
he was not going to run, he would help me out 
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Really 9 He helped you 9 
He helped by not endorsing 
Indirectly, he helped 

Yes In subsequent campaigns, he actually came 
out to say, "I can help M 

That's amazing Did you have any sense during 
these campaigns that the Democrats suffered from 
not getting their act together 9 
Partly When you say the Democrats, each time 
it happened to be a particular group of 
individuals It was not the Democratic party 
It was not the Democrats in Sacramento It was 
just one particular group of individuals that 
had lost, probably, as a result of the loss m 
the first campaign and wanted to prove that they 
could win the campaign 

So it was the same group of people constantly 
meeting failure 
That's right 

And you could always expect then that you would 
meet the Berman-Waxman machine You had them 
every election So that you knew 
Yes 

Did you ever have any dealings with either 
Henry Waxman or Berman 9 

Oh, yes There were both in the legislature 
when I went there I saw them constantly They 
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were both on several committees They were both 
leadership of the house I dealt with them, not 
on a friendly manner, but on a daily thing I 
met Mr Mayesh He was on the staff up there 
in the office He was on the floor quite often 
It was a political matter and not a personal 
battle 

[Laughter] But you knew who you could expect 
That's right 

OK We are going into the 'll -'78 session 
That year you were appointed to the Rules 
Committee, chaired by Papan And the vice 
chairman was [Assemblyman William H ] Lancaster 
Again, is this a similar story about why you got 
appointed 9 This is almost the penultimate power 
place 

As I say, I have never delved into it or given 
it a thought I am sure that behind the scenes 
or somewhere, because no one has a talent to 
say, "You are going to be on the Rules 
Committee " It was a very prestigious 
committee At that particular time, we made 
decisions on all the bills, where they were 
directed, and, to some extent, what their 
disposition would be 

We also started on the Rules Committee on 
what we would do with the restoration of the 
state capitol building That took a lot of time 
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of ours I can say that I am very happy that I 
was on the committee I have been back to see 
the interior There was a lot of discussion on 
saving an awful lot of money by doing this or 
doing things temporarily The dome The 
exterior and the interior 

My position was that if we do have the 
money, and the state was not that much in the 
red, we should spend the money rather than take 
temporary measures and do it again ten years 
later Primarily, my feeling was that the state 
capitol, which had survived a hundred years of 
use was still basically a very beautiful 
building, and it would be fifty or one hundred 
years before we spend much more money, why not 
do the work properly at the time we were doing 
it I think that that came out to be true 
People have looked at it and said, "That's great 
that we had spent that time and money " 

It is truly stunning 
Yes, a very good 30 b 

That's interesting that you were in on that 
Well, how was Papan as a chairman'? 

Very good He is very rough on the edges It 
was more of a bluff than anything He was a 
good-hearted individual I got to know him on a 
social level As with with everyone else, you 
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can relate to people and get more things done, 
rather than just on the floor of the house I 
had the opportunity to go with him to San 
Francisco Went to a Greek restaurant He knew 
all the Greek restaurants there I found him to 
be a very able legislator 

You said that you had had good rapport with him 
We were talking about this earlier, with 
McCarthy 
Yes 

Maybe that had something to do with you going on 
the Rules Committee 
It could be Yes 

And Bill Lancaster How was he to deal with 7 
He had been there for a while and he probably 
would be m the same situation for a long time 
He is a steady, regular worker Not outstanding 
or out in front, but he is a very moderate 
individual that is not controversial He is a 
very good worker A good legislator for his 
district 

Serving on that committee, you must have had 
lots of exciting things to deal with You were 
on for two years Can you think of any 
particular examples of what you dealt with on 
the Rules Committee 7 

The Rules Committee dealt primarily with the 
conduct of members The bills, and how they 
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would be presented If there were a 
controversy, we met quite often with the Senate 
Rules Committee to resolve the differences It 
dealt more with the benefits to members 
Parking Automobiles Office space All of 
these things that the members themselves were 
concerned about As far as the legislative 
branch, it was a powerful committee because we 
could delegate people to the garage area or give 
them a nice corner office with sunlight and 
views Things of this nature So I think that 
it had a lot of clout so far as inhouse Not 
so much out of house 

The only time we had out of the legislative 
process was [on] the manner in which we made 
decisions on bills which came to us that were 
difficult or the assignment or if there any 
complaints It was more of a benefit-for- 
members situation 

DOUGLASS You were m the minority party There was a 
majority of Democrats on the committee Did 
you observe any particular power plays m terms 
of to what committees bills were assigned or 
consigned, including Republican bills 7 
It happened That is the reason why we have the 
committee Fortunately, we had a fairly well- 
constituted committee that did not get into 
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party politics as much as what it does for the 
constituents of the state and the individuals 
concerned Who would be affected by the bill 
It didn't get into too much of a hassle It was 
pretty routine 

There was not too much vindictiveness 
No 

But that committee could assign a bill to a 
particular committee where it knew it would be 
doomed 

Felt that it would either be passed or be 
doomed Yes Very definitely 

Were there particular committees in the assembly 
that were known as dumping grounds for that 
purpose 7 

No The speaker also had a lot of input on 
that And if the speaker wanted a particular 
bill sent to a committee, we would analyze it 
and see if that was the proper place We could 
understand why the speaker wanted to go to a 
committee because generally the committee 
chairmen were all appointed by him I imagine 
that if they didn't do what he wished, there was 
a possibility of losing committee chairmanships 
For us, it was not much of a problem, because 
all the committee chairs were Democrats, who 
were appointed by a Democratic speaker 
You didn't have any Republican chairs 7 
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Oh, we might have for minor committees There 
were some minor committees Generally, the 
chair would be the ruling party and the vice 
chairman, we would give to the minority party 
Did you feel, as a Republican, that you were 
listened to m that committee 9 You had a fair 
voice 9 

Oh, yes I think in every committee 

Regardless of what committee it was 

This is where the power 

This is part of the power Right 

When assigning bills, so many bills get into the 

finance stage You have this situation where 

you are bouncing a bill to both the subject 

matter committee and to Finance and/or Revenue 

and Taxation Would you first send it to 

Finance 9 

It would go to the policy committee first If 
it was all a money bill, it would go to Ways and 
Means to see that there was enough money or 
funding for that particular bill The policy 
was decided first, then the task was, "What are 
the implications 9 How much money is it going to 
take 9 " 

So, some bills had to go that longer route, but 
those were the important bills 
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That's right They had money in it If it was 
just policy alone, without any money, it was a 
lot easier to get through 

Did the Rules Committee at that time discuss at 
all how to expedite legislation 7 How to get it 
moving along 

That was part of it Like rules on when a bill 
can be introduced When the deadline is How 
many bills an individual can put in I think 
the first year I was there, that was one of the 
issues There were some people putting m so 
many bills that we said, "Let's set a limit 
Each member could only put in forty bills, or 
fifty bills " So, what happened was if they had 
their limit, someone [else] would have to carry 
the bills At least, it made it equal Someone 
was not carrying all the bills and we would not 
get overloaded in the work of the house These 
are the kinds of policy things we would set m 
Rules Committee 

Do you think it worked somewhat 7 
To a degree, yes When people approached their 
limit, they would say, "I have either got to 
give the good bills to somebody Or I will be a 
little more particular Or we can't take any 
more bills " I think it made logic In order 
to make it more smooth in the house, we set 
deadlines when bills could be introduced When 
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they could be heard When they had to be out of 
committee The last time they could be acted 
[upon] Things of this nature 

Whenever there was an exception to be made, 
it had to come to our committee, and we could 
say, M 0K We will make an exception " Most of 
those things came at the last part of each 
session People would try to amend in things 
they were not able to Or maybe a bill was 
defeated, and they would like to have a 
rehearing on something So, we dealt with a lot 
of sensitive things that members would like to 
have relief on 

These were very personal at times 
Yes 

Did that ever result m bad feelings that you 
felt 7 

Well, there might be The vote never went out 
There might be a rumor that somebody voted 
against it Generally speaking, since the 
members were constituted on both sides, they 
always felt that at least they got a fair 
hearing on it 

One general comment In '76, the first year 
Jerry Brown was governor, there was a lot of 
legislation that passed through Well, because 
before you had a governor who could veto it 
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You had a different party And also maybe a 
governor who did not initiate as much 
legislation So that was a very busy year I 
gather that '77 kind of calmed down There was 
not as much flowing You must, as a committee 
member, have had a sense of what was on your 
agenda 

Yes, much more And the types of bills Things 

that probably m prior years might have been 

introduced and didn't get through Things of 

this nature Naturally, it increased the number 

of bills that would be controversial in prior 

years, that people feel they could get through 

I picked up a few bills on local government that 

that you introduced in 'll One was in 

regard to annexation Apparently, the term 

"contiguous" had never been defined, and you put 

1 

m a bill clarifying that 

The reason that that came into being is when I 
was on the city council here, we have a strip 
that runs from Los Angeles from city hall all 
the way down to the harbor We were thinking in 
terms, Gardena, of annexing that portion which 
is across the freeway, and primarily industrial, 


1 A B 203, 1977-1978 Reg Sess , Cal Stat , ch 
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which would give us a good tax base That came 
as a result of the time of remembering back to 
what we could not do because it was not 
contiguous There were other cities that came 
to us and said, "We have equal problems Let's 
run a bill on it " I remember that was the 
motivating factor of that particular bill 
Do you remember how you defined contiguous 9 
That which is a common boundary 
How would that have affected your situation 
here 9 

This boundary, the city strip, there is a strip 
which is the freeway sector that is considered 
to be Los Angeles City 
Oh, another agency 

That's right Part of Los Angeles City This 
side is the city of Gardena The other side is 
the county, unincorporated 

Contiguous was enlarged to let you jump over 
that freeway or whatever it was 
That's right Whatever the boundary might be 
I can see that being a problem all through this 
southern area 

Not only here but through the state There are 
many areas like that Cities that had an 
airport that would keep a strip so that they can 
say, "That is within the city " 



195 


DOUGLASS 

BANNAI 

DOUGLASS 


BANNAI 


DOUGLASS 

BANNAI 

DOUGLASS 


BANNAI 


You were dealing with LAFCO [Local Agency 

Formation Committee], too 

Yes 

1 

Also, you had a bill on city elections I 
don't know if this came out of an experience you 
had or other cities had had, but the 
determination of how you stagger the terms with 
a five-member city council and an elected mayor, 
where that could tip the three-two balance 
That was m the city I lived, but other cities 
also It was trying to set a standard or 
customary manner for all of these cities to 
follow, so there would be some consistency as 
well as equality in getting city council members 
elected 

OK That was something that needed to be done 
Right 

Then, let's see, one other that caught my eye 

was having to do with high-rise structures and 

2 

fire regulations I had not really thought 
about when we had legislation, when it started 
This was in '78 
Way before anything happened 


1 A B 455, 1977-1978 Reg Sess , Cal Stat , ch 
237 (1977) 

2 A B 2894, 1977-1978 Reg , Sess , Cal Stat , 
ch 675 (1978) 
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Before the recent First Interstate Bank building 
fire But you felt that when there is 
justification, one could extend the conformity 
with fire regulations up to two years if the 
owner could show good cause Had you had any 
experience with high-rise fires'* And high rise 
then, what would have been high rise* 

Well, they were being built Of course, they 
were proliferating throughout the state of 
California But that came about as a result of 
a discussion with fire marshals Had we 
implemented and got everything under way and it 
was in place, part of this situation that 
happened at First Interstate or other buildings 
that have not caught on fire, we would have at 
least addressed our legislation to that 
particular phase of it We were not thinking of 
any particular building or time But the fire 
marshals were beginning to say, "These are 
problems that are going to be m the future 
When you think about it, it can happen " Or if 
something happened, what you do is try to have 
legislation so that it won't happen again It 
is preventive enactment of law 

There was a hospital m Los Angeles—I 
don't remember which one—I was reading the 
paper one day, probably the L A Times —m which 


a woman had died as a result of being 
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administered gas on an operating table The 
conclusion on the autopsy was that they gave her 
the wrong gas I immediately thought, "I'd 
better check into that " Which I did I found 
out that when hospitals are built, they are 
built with a pipe from the outside which is 
generally wired or in a secured area, where the 
people who deliver the gas come in and they have 
a pipe going into the operating room They }ust 
tie the tank into it 

When the hospital was built—it was a 
fairly new hospital—the building inspector of 
the county is given that responsibility Well, 
he looked at it, and it was OK Unfortunately, 
they crossed the pipes So she was given the 
wrong gas It was the first time I put a 
bill—I don't even remember the number of it—m 
order to prevent such a thing, I said that 
someone other than the building inspector, 
someone from the hospital should look at all the 
things concerned with hospital equipment to see 
that the standards are in the proper order 
Do you have any idea about when you had that 
bill’ 

I imagine it was about '75 or '76 When you are 
there for a little while, and you feel that you 
can do something, legislatively—your first year 
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there you are looking around and see what the 
hell you are suppose to be doing—but after you 
are there for a while, you have the power, as a 
legislator, to introduce legislation to change 
things That makes a difference 
Let me go back to the high-rise bill As I 
understand it, you were amending something that 
was m existence 

It was probably a fire code or building code 
that had to do with it 

Something was already in place This was A B 
2894 You extended the conformity requirements 
for two years for good cause I was curious 
when the original legislation was passed And 
why you felt it was necessary to give them the 
option of extension if people were having 
trouble meeting the standards’ 

It usually says when the original law was made 
I think that one came into being No, I 

don't have the original bill [Checking notes] 
In other words, the buildings that were not m 
conformity, people would come in and say, "I 
would like to have an extension of time ” They 
were supported by all of the people m the fire 
[marshal's office] 

I gather you had come to the conclusion that 
there was a reasonable ground for some people 
not being able to come into conformity 


DOUGLASS 
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Yes 

OK There was one bill vetoed by Brown It was 

your bill It had something to do with the 

mechanics of how a school administrator could go 

1 

back to being a teacher in the classroom You 
got it past the legislature, but Jerry Brown 
vetoed it m # 78 I picked it up because it was 
a veto I think the governor's office claim was 
that there were already the mechanics for doing 
this It was obviously for a school principal 
going back into the classroom 

There were quite a few bills that were vetoed 
That you carried 7 This is [A B ] 2433 m 1978 
It didn't become law, because he vetoed it I 
only picked it up because you got it clear 
through, and then he jumped on it 
Do you think it could be a party thing 7 
I think he was claiming it was redundant 
That went out of the house seventy-six to 
nothing It went out of the committee fourteen 
to nothing In the senate it went out with no 
negative votes There was one vote against in 
one committee 
So it passed very well 


1 
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Yes There was no mandated local cost A 
disclaimer was put in there It went all the 
way through, and, as you say, it was vetoed for 
whatever reason 

All right You didn't carry much education 
legislation, did you 9 
No Not very much 

Because you were not on that committee Then, 
m the '78 election, you have Proposition 13 in 
the primary The taxpayers revolt Did you see 
problems coming with the situation at the state 
level with the surplus monies gathering 9 
No I didn't see any particular foreseeable 
problem, you might say 

Were you surprised that Proposition 13 passed 9 
No It was for taxpayer constituents Most 
people are taxpayers I think it was a revolt 
or whatever you want to call it It proved that 
the people who were paying taxes excessively 
each year going up and then to have it pass and 
the tax go down and they could enjoy more money 
rather than paying taxes We have seen, 
subsequent to that, that even with lower 
property taxes, government that was being 
financed by these real estate property taxes 
could still function without any dire need for 
more money They have made the changes 
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There was Proposition 8, which was an 
alternative in that it only dealt with the 
residential property That was [Senator Peter 
H ] Behr's legislation Why didn't that succeed 
and the other did 7 Was it just too little too 
late to try to give an alternative like that 7 
Not analyzing it that much, it possibly could 
be Yes 

In this primary, again, you were the only 
Republican running But this was the mood of 
the state as you went into the general election 
in November Again, Cindy Wear was there Were 
you surprised that she was the one again 7 
I would not say "surprised " The Democrats, 
having lost m the race prior to that, could not 
come up with a candidate out of the district 
It always comes down to "can we get somebody 
that is in the district 7 " Because of name 
recognition Living in the area, we always 
picked on that When you don't live m the 
area, how can you represent 7 They just move in 
Now Cindy Wear had lived here a little while on 
Compton Boulevard She had established a 
residency She was running around We would 
run across her once m a while at some 
particular function of the communities I 
imagine that since nobody would run, and now she 
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has already made her residency in the area, it 
was the easiest thing for her to file and hope 
that there would be a change in the thinking of 
the people that voted m the last election 
By this time. Miller was not interested in doing 
this’ 

No Definitely not As I say, by the time the 
election was over, he had been attacked m the 
primary by the backers of Cindy Wear He was 
not going to run Particularly if I was 
running I think that if I had not run, I think 
he might have made a move to run He was a good 
Democratic candidate for the area 
Was this sort of a rerun of the '76 election for 
you’ 

Just about 

You did even better this time 
I think so We consolidated our situation 
better It was the same district In two 
years, she had never made an effort, even though 
living in the city, any effort or any move m 
any organization to get involved with local 
politics or local issues 
So she had not developed a real base’ 

Not a single thing 

So, again, the Waxman-Berman group was doing the 
usual things The mailings and whatever 
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Whether they were disillusioned or whatever the 
case may be, it was a little less than what they 
had done m the prior one 

Did you spend about the same amount on this one 9 
Yes It was probably less, if I remember the 
amount 

I would gather from what you have been saying 
that the statewide elections didn't really 
affect you particularly That is, whoever was 
running for governor didn't seem to have an 
impact on you negatively or positively 
No That's right It was the local issues 
The local people voted on them It affected me 
to this extent, that when you had a big 
election, whether it is a presidential or 
governor's election, that since you were part of 
the party slate, it made a difference in how 
many people voted and who they voted for That 
was borne out in the last election, in which I 
was defeated That purely came about as a 
result, not of local issues but because of other 
issues that came into being 

In the '78 election, Jerry Brown ran again and 
defeated Evelle Younger On the other hand, 

Mike Curb defeated Dymally So, it was sort of 
mixed So that didn't have a direct impact on 
you 9 

None whatsoever 
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What was your perspective of this tax limitation 
movement 9 Did you see this as the wave of the 
future or were you just taking it one at a time 9 
One at the time It indicated to the members of 
the legislature that here the people are asking 
for some kind of a look at money that is being 
spent I think that you have to respond to 
those things 

One thing about the initiative process m 
California, it gives the voice to the people 
You can see on no-fault insurance or whatever 
else is put on the ballot, that people can say 
without analyzing just on the ads, whether they 
want it or not It is very unfortunate that it 
has to go that way Many times you have to, 
because the legislature does not respond to what 
you call "unpopular" [issues] Where they don't 
make friends either way, they say, "Hey, let's 
forget about it We just won't enact the law " 
As a result it comes into the area of having an 
initiative process where the people get a chance 
to voice their opinion 

Again, are we going back to this problem of 
campaigning and raising money for campaign 
funds If that weren't sitting there, would the 
legislature be more apt to take a position on 
some of these issues 9 
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I imagine it would Sure I think they would 
get forced into it If they don't do anything, 
the people will demand it 

But then we spin that one more step, don't we' 7 
All this money gets dumped into the campaigns 
for the [propositions] 

True Same difference 

I guess you hit on the point people seem to be 
talking about A lot of these decisions are 
being made by the initiative process 
Sure 

All right Going into '79-'80, you got a 
chairmanship, of the Constitutional Amendments 
Committee, which you held for those two years, 
'79-'80 Getting a chairmanship is something 
special Again, how did that come about'? 

I don't know if it is a reward or whatever it 
may be Maybe the leadership of the house felt 
that there was a need for this particular 
committee And it was still in a time when most 
of the committee chairmanships were Democrat 
It was not a high visibility, super-big 
committee In my estimation, it helped me It 
got me more staff It gave me more clout as far 
as room goes 


[End Tape 4, Side A] 
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The Constitutional Amendments committee is one 
that is appointed by the Rules committee and the 
speaker at times in the legislative sessions 
when they are needed There had not been a 
sitting committee }ust prior to your 
appointment 

That's right Since there were issues they felt 

that would be needed by a committee of this 

type, the committee was created We met on a 

regular basis with a staff 

How many people were on the committee 9 

I think it was composed originally of seven 

people 

Are there any particular people who come to mind 
that you worked with on that committee 9 
No There was a young lady who was one of the 
secretaries on there She probably has a lot of 
information on that 

You got two new staff people to work with And 
it gave you more space 
That's right 

How often did that committee meet 9 

It met on call We met probably on the average 

of about every two to three weeks 

Was it created Mr Bannai, because the 

leadership of the house could see a good 
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possibility that there be some constitutional 

amendments needed 7 

Right 

Any particular subject 7 

No particular subject One of the first ones 
we had was to reduce the number of legislators 
m the state of California m the reapportioment 
process We would also get into 
reapportionment Because reapportionment was 
part of the constitution of the state of 
California 

In other words, you would have fewer people in 

the assembly 

And the senate 

So it would not be by county 

It would be by numbers Represented by numbers 
But that would have to be done in relationship 
to the boundaries that were drawn for the 
Congressional districts So you were 
anticipating some reapportionment questions 
Yes We used to get all of those things I 
don't remember what all of them would be 
Were there any significant amendments that came 
out of that committee that passed the 
legislature 7 

Offhand, I can't tell you I'll have to look 
that one up 
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Well, that is dealing with basics Did you 
enjoy that work 9 

Yes Very much so Again, that was a lot of 
legal things I had to depend on people who 
were m the legal area 

Did you use the Legislative Counsel or 
Legislative Analyst much 9 

Quite a bit They had a good staff We could 
not afford, unless you were a large big 
committee to have staff on board who would do 
it They had enough people over in the 
Legislative Counsel to do all the research and 
work for us 

Here is another legislative amendment 
[Refers to scrapbook of clippings] Authorizes 
the legislature to simplify income tax 
collection by providing provisions of the 
federal law Those were a lot of things we did 
Was your approach sort of analytical 9 To have 
your staff look at the situation and see where 
the constitution might need amending 9 Or were 
kind of reacting to the squeaky wheel 9 
Well, both I would say with both 
That is quite a job 

We had to look at all kinds of things [Looks 
at scrapbook of clippings] They were broken 
down to what kind of bills were introduced and 
what committee would get those particular bills 
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Were these the bills you introduced 7 
No All that were introduced 

All the bills This is '78 you are looking at 9 
Yes Our committee was already in action then 
I have here the Constitutional Amendments 
Committee, '79-'80 Am I wrong on these dates 7 
No These were coming into me at the end of 
'78 

The election was m November and maybe in 
December 

Yes You can introduce bills in December That 
might be possibly what it is 
Did that take very much of your time 
percentagewise, the Constitutional Amendments 
Committee chairmanship 7 

No Not as much as the other ones There were 
not that many bills and issues that came into 
being there 

At this point, where were you spending the bulk 
of your committee time 7 You were on Finance, 
Insurance and Commerce You were on 
Constitutional Amendments and Criminal Justice 
Those were the three committees you had 
The committees meet, and every week we would 
have the daily files set up So, whichever one 
took the greatest amount of time, I would say 
when you are talking about Revenue and Taxation, 
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Finance, they take more time The committees 
are longer, they would set it up for a longer 
period of time 

In this period, going back to '77, you were 
appointed to the Select Committee on Veterans 
Affairs Did that grow out of your interest in 
this Japanese-Amencan situation*? 

No, I don't think so As a veteran, they 
usually chose veterans on that committee I had 
been active in the veterans area prior to going 
there When I went there, I was still very 
active in the Veterans of Foreign Wars I think 
my activities were with veterans They said, 
"You might be able to contribute " 

It was a good committee We were primarily 
lobbied by veterans groups Most of the 
veterans groups I knew, anyway I don't think 
it was a heavy committee as far as a money 
committee But you were doing more service to 
veterans For instance, we have a large 
veterans home m the Napa area m Yountville 
That is maintained by the state Initial funds 
from the federal government We have other 
projects which the state gets involved in We 
have a state Department of Veterans Affairs, 
which deals with home loans We give a very low 
rate of interest on home loans to veterans who 
have either gone into service Primarily 
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California veterans They can't come m from 
out of state We do that It is one of the 
biggest projects of the California Department of 
Veterans Affairs 

Were you oversight to that agency 7 
To a degree It is an agency Shirley Chilton 
heads it now The Veterans Affairs Committee 
is under that They primarily do a pass through 
of federal funds that come for veterans use Of 
course, the home loan program They sell 
revenue bonds and loan the money at a low rate 
of interest I remember that it did good, 
because I took my original loan when I moved to 
Gardena It was seventy-five hundred dollars, 
the maximum I think the interest was like 
three percent m those days It was very, very 
low 

Was that California Veteran Loan 7 
Yes Cal-Vet [California Veteran] loan It is 
one of the best loan programs m the country 
Better than the federal 

Very much so I went into the service m Iowa 
Iowa gives a cash bonus for all those who went 
in When I came back, I could have taken that 
But when I found out about the Cal-Vet loan, I 
decided that I would be a California veteran 
It was a good move I saved a lot of money for 
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the time I did buy the house and make the 
payments on it 

Well, throughout life, ever since I got out 
of service, I have been interested m the 
welfare of benefits It is a large segment of 
the population We have twenty-eight million 
veterans now that we give benefits to m the 
United States I told you about my colleagues 
that came back from overseas to be buried I 
was interested in a proper place and a burial 
site for them 

And I have continued In fact, there was a 
picture made—I was not instrumental but I was 
advocating—a story of the evacuation At that 
time, as the president of the Nisei Veterans 
Association, we wanted to tell the story of 
Manzanar We went over to RKO [Radio-Keith- 
Orpheum] studios, and we talked to Robert 
Pirosh, who was very active in making movies 
It was one of the smaller studios We asked him 
if he would be interested in a story we had that 
we felt should be told and might interest a lot 
of people, about the evacuation of the Japanese 
and their life m camp They took the idea and 
said, "We can make a script " We said, "We will 
help you with all the data " We would take 
interviews That never materialized 
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But Robert Pirosh eventually was moved 
to MGM [Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer] They made a movie 
called Gentleman's Agreement I forgot the 
star Gregory Peck or somebody 
Yes 

That set us into motion again At the time, RKO 
said, "We cannot make controversial, ethnic 
movies It is not going to sell We are in the 
movie business to make money " 

When that came out, I went back to see them 
at MGM This fellow that was the head of the 
studio who married a movie star I have 
forgotten his name But, anyway, we sat down 
and talked to them He said " Gentleman 7 s 
Agreement was successful It leads into other 
controversial and ethnic things But I don't 
think we are ready for your Manzanar story But 
there is one segment that you had which would be 
good It is the story of the 442nd Regimental 
Combat Team We are just m the process of 
finishing a movie with Van Johnson It is a war 
movie It is coming out, and the reviews are 
terrific If that movie is successful, we will 
make a war movie, and we will get Van Johnson to 
do it " He was very popular at that time 

It just so happened that we hit the right 
time And the story of Go for Broke was made 
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I was a consultant I did a little movie 
acting Did some narrations m the movie 
When was that made 7 

That was about '51 or '52 It was very 
successful A very low-budget movie And it 
made a lot of money for them 
Is that ever shown 7 
Oh, still You know, late movies 
That's great You had a bit part m it 7 
Mr Pirosh said, "You worked on this movie so 
hard, and you don't even appear in it I am 
going to write in a part for you You are going 
to be the mailman I have just the spot " So 
I made my appearance as a mailman But they had 
a narration spot at the beginning of the movie 
about the story I did that for them I was 
out there I met a lot of people I met 
Elizabeth Taylor A very, young, sweet, little 
thing She was at the commissary every day 
She was in there She was making a movie on 
horses National Velvet 
You had another slice of life 

Oh, that was an interesting time They called 
me back I did what they called "looping " 

They would make movies and sometimes there would 
be airplane noise or noise would come in so 
they would have to retape the voice You watch 
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it, and you would dub m In those days, I was 
being paid about seventy-five dollars to go out 
there and do that As I say, going into the 
commissary and sitting with movie stars It was 
tremendous 

Well, the select committee service was something 
you really took a great interest m 
Very much so In fact, all the committees, no 
matter what committee you served on, there was 
some legislation or something that you did that 
had an impact upon the people of California It 
was really interesting in that respect 
Paul Pnolo was the minority floor leader m 
'78 Then [Assemblywoman] Carol Hallett had a 
first, as a woman, by becoming floor leader m 
'80 Did you know her particularly 7 
Very well In fact, the last time I saw her, I 
was going up the 1-5 [Interstate 5] And this 
car kept following me, and I wondered why I 
pulled into a gas station, and a car pulled 
beside me It happened to be Carol Hallett 
She said, "I have been trying to catch up to 
you " I said, ”1 figured as much " She said, 
"Paul, I have just been appointed to be the 
ambassadoress to Bermuda I have been waiting 
about two months, because the queen of England 
has to give the acceptance of that " She is 


probably still there I have not been there, 
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but I hear the weather is good all year And 
there are nice golf courses She said, "If you 
ever come over, I want to be sure that you let 
me know I will have a little clout " I looked 
up on a map, and Bermuda is out in nowhere 
It is a nice place once you get there, I gather 
But she was very good 

Do you think she did a good ]ob as a floor 
leader* 3 

Oh, yes I think Priolo had more things, and he 
had more clout with the speakership Carol did 
not 

How long had she been m the assembly* 3 
Very short She represented an area where 
[Assemblyman Robert P ] Bob Nimmo was an 
assemblyman He moved up to senator She ran 
That was up m San Luis Obispo, in that area 
She had been there very, very shortly 
She had not built the connections for as long 
[Assemblyman Bruce] Nestande was the caucus 
chairman m '79 Was he effective" 3 
He was, to a degree He was good at 
articulating things on the floor He was a good 
speaker He came from a good constituency m 
Orange County He had a tremendous drive He 
was always running for something He probably 
would have liked to have been governor As a 
result, he was on the go all the time 
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I am trying to remember Didn't Carol Hallett 
go on under some kind of contest for that 
position 9 Why didn't Nestande become minority 
floor leader 9 
I don't really know 

Was it obvious 9 I was just curious as to why 
she was chosen 9 
I really don't know 

There was a speaker's war that ended in December 
with Willie Brown coming out on top Again, 
involving Howard Berman He was trying to 
unseat Leo McCarthy Apparently, McCarthy 
repelled his onslaught by getting some help from 
the Republicans Were you involved with any of 
that 9 

I am sure that I was We always were As it is 
now, it takes more than the majority to make 
those changes They are always looking for 
opposition, the people that could help out and 
get those votes 

You would have helped out McCarthy, I assume 
In that particular battle, I don't know how it 
would go They are both still friends of mine 
Between Howard Berman and McCarthy 9 
Oh, then it would be McCarthy 

Then McCarthy resigned m favor of Willie Brown 
What kinds of contacts did you have with Willie 
Brown 9 You mentioned him earlier 
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He came from the San Francisco area Very 
flamboyant I would go to some of his parties 
He would invite me to his fund raisers, which I 
would go to I don't know why he invited me 
Many of my friends in San Francisco would go 
If I were m the area, I would go many times 
He was very sociable with everybody I had no 
qualms 

After he has been in [that] office, he is 
more inclined to be stronger Democratic party 
line He is not always that way He has had a 
lot of friends on both sides of the aisle 
So you watched him rise to the speakership, 
which he still holds Was he obviously a comer 9 
Yes He was controversial to a great degree 
But he is capable He speaks well He is a 
politician Very much so 

What kind of appeal would he have 9 I would 
assume it would have to be middle to liberal 
Republicans 9 

Oh, yes Or give something in return for a 

favor 

The power 

Yes That is the right 

You had pleasant relationships with Willie 

Brown 9 

Always 
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It must have been fascinating for you to watch 
what has happened since 

Yes Even among his own group, he has problems 
What he advocates, and what he would like to be 
and be the speaker, there is opposition within 
his group that is m the house that would say, 
"Hey, we don't want Willie Brown We'd like to 
have somebody else " And that is going to 
remain over time 

He is marginally there In terms of what went 
on m '79-'80, Jerry Brown was off trying to run 
for the presidency, and you had a lot of tax 
relief legislation The business inventory tax 
was abolished more tax credits for renters and 
indexing was completed Those would have 
affected any district, but particularly a 
district like yours, rather heavily Were you 
glad to see those things go into place 7 
I think there was support from a lot of people 
in my area As a result, if you look at it from 
the standpoint of support that I got from those 
people, yes 

Because of Proposition 13, the pressure was on 
the state to help bail out local government 
When did it dawn on you that this was going to 
be a real problem 7 A continuing problem 
I think it took a little while I don't recall 
it was something that we were working on to 
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220 


patch up something I can't remember that it 
was a dire situation 

DOUGLASS The budget went up to $21 billion and not 
because you were spending more on state 
government, but because money had to go back 
into the localities Which meant a lot more 
running of local affairs, too Then the [Paul] 
Gann initiative passed in '79, Proposition 4, 
which put the cap on the spending of state and 
local government Again, as you were sitting 
there on the scene, did you see that as part of 
something unfolding or did it seem like it was 
not too unexpected 7 

BANNAI No In fact, at one time m '79 or sometime, we 

introduced a bill and it didn't get anywhere 

DOUGLASS On the spending limit 7 

BANNAI No To give part of the sales tax back to local 

entities My rationale was that it was being 
collected m the cities and we should give 

DOUGLASS Was that a bill you were on 7 

BANNAI [Referring to notes] Beginning of '79, we 

1 

introduced a bill This was [A B ] 376 It 
would set aside two cents of the state sales tax 
for distribution to local entities, which would 
be cities, counties, and special districts 


1 A B 376, 1979-1980 Reg Sess (1979) 
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Was this ' 79 7 
Yes 

That didn't become law 7 
No It was killed m committee 
Whose bill was it 7 

My bill It was one of the first bills of 1979 
Did that come out of your experience as a city 
council member 7 

Partly And the city and county saying, "We 

don't have enough money We would like to have 

money from somewhere " I probably didn't give 

it enough thought, and I said that two cents of 

the sales will go back We had an analysis made 

of it Two cents of sales tax produced $2 68 

billion for local entities 

Did that pass the assembly 7 

No It never got out of committee 

Did it go to Revenue and Taxation and get 

dumped 7 

Yes It got killed Rev and Tax 

It is interesting that you carried that bill 

You were concerned 

Yes The analysis said that because of the loss 
from Proposition 13, the analysis showed that 
special districts, cities, counties, and San 
Francisco, just for an example, how many 
millions they had lost It came to $1 7 
million, $370 million, $66 million, and $57 
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258 (1980) 


million going to health and welfare One of the 
reasons that Rev and Tax said that it would 
kill it was two cents speaks of $2 6 billion, 
which is too large They said that rather than 
using the two-cents approach, you may wish to 
start a specific dollar amount, so that it is 
taken out of the monies just to cover the costs 
Not assigning two cents but saying that you will 
take so much money out of that tax 
Yes 

But they never did that either, did they^ 

No But I think there was a bill—I don't know 
who introduced it—later that took care of that 
There were a lot of bills introduced to attack 
that situation I remember that Sometime I 
would like to get a copy of that bill I didn't 
have it down, because it didn't become law 
Yes It didn't get anywhere It was too much 
money If I had put it in for one cent or half 
a cent, it might have been Maybe we were 
shooting for the moon 

Well, you were trying to get enough to do the 
job That is very useful 

1 

There was a bill, A B 580 It wasn't 
yours but you are on it, that Papan probably 

A B 580, 1979-1980 Reg Sess , Cal Stat , ch 
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carried for the Revenue and Tax committee, m 
1980 This dealt with letting banks go into 
the insurance business You people overrode the 
governor's veto of this bill Do you remember 
that 9 

Yes It is becoming a reality now, because 

banks are going into insurance 

What you were doing was extending a ban which 

was to expire December 31, 1979 Were you 

lobbied by both the banks and insurance 

companies 9 

Well, the insurance companies were not for it, 
per se But the banks were for it because they 
felt that they could 

The insurance companies were against it quite 
actively 

That's right They wanted the normal sources of 
sales and not through banks Some insurance 
companies have taken the position that they 
really don't care, as long it is sold Things 
change 

That prohibition had been in effect for a long 
time 9 I thought that was always true 
As far as I know I imagine m California it 
was I never knew that it was ever permitted 
Someone then had apparently gotten a law passed 
which said that the ban stopped at the end of 
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'79 So this was a bill to prevent that from 
occurring So, you must have had a lot of 
people for it to override the veto 

BANNAI That's right 

DOUGLASS The other thing that fascinated me was that you 

carried Assembly Concurrent Resolution 151, 

1 

which had to do with the Spruce Goose How did 
you happen to carry that 9 

BANNAI Well, there was a group in Inglewood, not m my 

district but bound by my district, and they had 
gone to the congressman and somebody, telling 
them that we ought to save the Spruce Goose 
They came to me and said, "Here is the problem 
The Spruce Goose is housed in a government 
building which they are going to tear down m 
order to expand the harbor because they have to 
put up new cranes or something So, we have to 
get rid of the Spruce Goose " 

There were many ways to do this One was 
to cut it up and sell, because it was wood, 
souvenirs throughout the United States or 
wherever they would buy them for so much per 
part of the airplane 


1 A C R 151, 1979-1980 Reg Sess , Cal State , r 
ch 53 (1980) 
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The other alternative was that there were 
people m Texas who would buy the whole thing 
But it could not fly there Transportation was 
a problem They said, "We would like to save 
it We need an interim time, so would you put 
this bill m to save it one way or another 7 " I 
said, "I would be more than happy to n So, we 
did put the bill in 

What happened is that I then got involved 
m trying to save it They said, "We'll sell 
it " I was dealing with an attorney m Houston 
with the Summa Corporation, which was the 
holding company for Howard Hughes, and he said, 
"You know Mr Bannai, if we sell it, we used 
government money primarily in the construction 
and experimentation, our corporation would have 
to pay back taxes and give all that money back 
And it is a tremendous liability on our part 
We cannot do what you propose, to sell to 
somebody " 

So, then I said, "What is the other 
alternative 7 " He said, "Well, there is a 
company we have heard from that is interested in 
it"—because at that time Jack Wrather was 
married to another movie star, Bonita 
Granville—"and was taking over from the city of 
Long Beach, the Queen Mary He had made an 
inquiry on buying it " It was logical All you 
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do is float it The main problem was that it 
was such a large, now unflyable quantity How 
could you get it anywhere even if you sold it 7 

So, with that in mind, Hughes wanted money 
out of it Jack Wrather wanted to buy it, but 
he could not buy it At that time—for 
whatever, I was working on a musuem deal and I 
am now building this big Japanese-Amencan 
national museum in downtown Little Tokyo—I got 
thinking of the Smithsonian [Institution] I 
called back there And the Smithsonian had been 
approached They knew about the Spruce Goose 
They turned it down because of transportation, 
space allocation—they didn't know where to put 
it—and the cost 

But I got the right person He said, "You 
know what If that plane was donated to us, we 
could work out and negotiate with Jack Wrather 
Corporation, because then Jack Wrather could 
donate as much money as he wants So, on a one- 
dollar donation, we will get a lot of money at 
the national museum in the Smithsonian " So 
that works out good Because Mr Wrather gets 
the Spruce Goose Smithsonian gets a lot of 
money Hughes donates it for one dollar They 
don't have to pay any taxes We save the Spruce 
Goose , which everybody now goes down to take a 
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look at So, it was a perfect solution without 
legislation It at least called attention to it 
and had the time m order to work out this 
particular deal 

But your resolution had to with a step you 
needed to take That was to get it put on the 
national register Your resolution declared 
this to be of historical significance and that 
the state preservation officer should look at 
this And that is [William] Knox Mellon [Jr ] 

He did look at it They nominated it for the 
register 

All this was buying time It worked out good 
This is A C R 151, which you were the lead 
person on That is an interesting story 
I went down there for the first time, we had a 
big party for the fund raising for our museum 
We had about 2,000 people that donated $200 per 
seat We raised a lot of money I have not yet 

been inside of the Spruce Goose I have been 

invited I was invited to a fund raiser for 
[Governor George C ] Deukmejian m Long Beach 
one day I sat at a table with the Long Beach 
City person who has jurisdiction over it We 
got talking He knew the story He said, 

"Paul, anytime you want to go down, take a 
look " Well, I had an invitation from Mr 
Wrather before he died Now, his wife, Bonita 
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Granville, I understand has taken over the 
corporation or is the main operating officer 
But that particular part, I should go see One 
of these days I will 

You should That is a fascinating story I 
know Knox Mellon very well And I remember his 
talking about visiting the Spruce Goose I was 
intrigued that you were the key link in doing 
that 

That is why I say, being a legislator and 
getting things that at that particular time may 
not seem important, but listening to somebody 
who comes into the office I remember one time 
my staff called me and said, "You have an 
appointment with these people They are 
interested m preserving the Spruce Goose " 

When you sit down with people, you never know 
what it will lead to and what can you do 

I have one little incident There is a man 
who lives over here on the corner of Denker 
[Street] and Compton [Boulevard] I came back 
on one weekend, he came m and said, "Mr 
Bannai, I have a father who has been in jail in 
Cuba He was a newspaper publisher and was put 
into jail by Fidel Castro very early He is 
very old I would like to get him out of Cuba 
X have a home now " He had a nice little home 
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He is translating for the courts because he 
speaks Spanish 

I asked him, "You probably have tried the 
federal government which has jurisdiction You 
probably have been trying other people " He 
said, "Yes I have been trying for a great 
number of years But now I live in your 
assembly district I don't know an assemblyman 
from a senator or a congressman But I went to 
my congressman—I don't know what he could do— 
but he didn't want to do anything My friends 
told me that at least you will listen and maybe 
do something " 

I said, "All right I will tell you what 
All I can do is use my office I have 
stationery I will write a personal letter to 
Fidel Castro and explain the circumstances and 
ask him I will take responsibility for your 
father if you can get him here to California and 
Gardena, in particular " 

I wrote that letter Whether it was that 
reason or not, I will never know to this day 
because I cannot verify it, but his father was 
released He came to me and said, "Mr Bannai, 
my father is going to be here in Gardena " 
DOUGLASS Isn't that amazing 

BANNAI So, these little things You don't know what 

effect you have, but these are things you can do 
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that help people A lot of times you get people 
who don't have money Or they have lawsuits 
You get a lot of those, too You have to turn 
somewhere else if it is a private lawsuit You 
can't help them as a government official You 
get all these people that feel you are their 
link to doing everything You have to listen 
and see what you can do 

DOUGLASS And that was }ust a shot in the dark You would 
not have any idea 

BANNAI Right But I figured, "Nothing to lose " You 

never know 

DOUGLASS That family must certainly think a lot of you 

BANNAI I go by the house, but I have not dropped in 

They have a beautiful house they keep up real 
well 

DOUGLASS That is a great story 

BANNAI They are good citizens 

DOUGLASS Another joint resolution you carried is A J R 

56, in 1980, to support legislation to establish 

a commission to study the evacuation of Japanese 

1 

ancestory people from the west coast in 1942 
Was that the first time there was federal 
legislation’ Did it pass at that time’ 


1 A J R , 1979-1980 Reg Sess , Cal Stat , r ch 
33 (1980) Commission of Wartime Relocation of Civilians 
and Internment of Civilians 
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It didn't pass that time I never believed when 
I sponsored this that I would serve as the first 
and only director [of the commission] Believe 
me But that legislation was put in congress 
I had a call, the Japanese Citizens League or 
somebody, but somebody called me "You are 
somebody we can depend on If you would try to 
get your colleagues in the state of Calfornia to 
support it, it would be good " So I introduced 
that 

When we made these, they go back to the 
legislative branch Whether they are put in the 
little round file or not, I don't know But, 
anyway, I felt very strongly that that 
legislation should pass It was the first step 
towards getting a fair hearing of the people 
throughout the country on our particular 
problems during the war As a result of it, the 
bill did pass Congress set up the legislation, 
gave a million dollars you have the staff, you 
have the hearings, and there will be a 
publication of the report And if you want to 
see the report, I will be happy to give you a 
copy of it 

The federal bill passed m '80 
Yes It did 

You lost the next election Then, m '81, who 
called you to be executive director** 
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They were going to set that up in January I 
think it was in April that I was up for a 
chamber of commerce meeting in Sacramento 
There was a phone call in the kitchen, of all 
places They said, "Somebody from Washington, 

D C wants to talk to you " I went into the 
kitchen and got on the phone 

The chairperson for the commission, Joan 
Bernstein, was on there, she said, "Mr Bannai, 
we have been looking for an executive director 
of the commission We have now gone four 
months We have looked at a lot of people 
Every time I call somebody who is not applying 
for the post, they said, 'Why don't you call 
Bannai He is not doing anything ' I am 
finally calling you You didn't file an 
application to work for us " I said, "I am not 
interested m working I am now out I have 
retired I will be getting my state pension in 
a short while I am really not interested m 
working " So, she said, "It is Thursday Why 
don't you come back next week and talk to me " 

I said, "I can't spend that time But I will 
come back to tomorrow I will be m there on 
Friday—I have friends in Washington, D C —for 
the weekend, and then I will come back on 
Monday " 
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So I packed up my clothes Went back to 
LA I went to Washington, D C , and I spent 
the day talking to her She was telling me why 
we needed this commission set up As you can 
see, I was interested in this commission I 
made a deal with her I said, "What I am 
willing to do There is a need for the 
commission I will come back I will hire 
personnel I will set the office up, but let my 
commitment end there I don't want a job I 
don't want to stay and live in Washington, DC" 
I stayed there all that week, because I wanted 
to get things going I then came back, packed 
up my things to go back and look for a place to 
live The first thing I did was to look through 
the files She had a girl and a fellow working 
there They had been accumulating people who 
had filed for the job Who they interviewed I 
could not figure out after all these months why 
they had not hired anybody Then I figured it 
out 

There were many people who were associated 
with JACL [Japanese-Amencan Citizens League] 

All these people were capable people But they 
had, not an ulterior motive, but they had 
motives maybe because this commission had to be 
very fair m listening to everybody Opposition 
on whether we should pay reparations All these 
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things came into being Why they didn't hire 
all these people that I knew, it didn't make a 
difference I was going to take on the 30 b 

I went to work there I hired people and 
got the commission under way I think it was 
about June or July, they heard I was in 
Washington—they were looking for me—for the VA 
[Veterans Administration] They had this job, 
and they kept calling I said, "I don't want to 
take the job I don't want to work " They 
said, "We left it open for you We have it 
open " 

When you say "they," these were people you knew 
who were in the VA 

Yes The administration from Reagan Reagan 
had appointed Bob Nimmo, who I knew very well 
[later] as a [state] senator And they had this 
position at the VA open for me He said, "You 
are now in Washington, D c anyway, so we are 
going to hold this job for you " 

When I had everybody m place, finished all 
of the hearings, except Alaska, then I took 


[End Tape 4, Side B] 
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For the record, you came aboard late April or 

May 7 

Yes 

Then you worked through July or August 7 
It was probably September or October before I 
went over to the VA 

Did you have any sense that the people in the 

Reagan administration had you spotted for a job 

in the VA 7 Had you some sense of that 7 

Yes Because I had a call from Bob Nimmo when 

he was confirmed by the [U S ] senate 

Would this have been in early '81 7 

Yes I was not interested m the 30 b and had so 

told him 

I see You were not too surprised but you 
really had not had that seriously on your mind 
It was more or less my second retirement I 
didn't feel like working Economically, I was 
well enough off I didn't need the job, and I 
didn't feel like working I had so told them, 
not knowing that while I was wandering around 
Washington, D C , they were saving this job for 
me They kept calling I would get these 
messages 

Anyway, the experience on the commission 
was very good I dealt with a lot of 
interesting people 
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Tell me about that What was Bernstein's first 
name 7 

Joan Bernstein 7 I think they called her Jody 
How many commissioners were there 7 
I think there were about nine Seven or nine 
[Congressman Daniel E ] Dan Lungren was the 
appointee of Reagan There was Justice [Arthur 
J ] Goldberg There was only one Japanese- 
American judge from Pennsylvania, [William] 

Bill Marutani There was a Catholic father I 
have that little book for you 
They were all new at it, of course 
Yes They all served on the commission When I 
first went back, I wanted to sit down with 
everybody and get their views, how they felt 
about the commission, what we should do The 
first time I met Justice Goldberg—he had served 
on the supreme court and was a very articulate 
individual—we were having lunch and he said, 
"Paul, one thing that you ought to consider, and 
I am going to recommend it I want to resign 
and we all ought to tender our resignation and 
have President Reagan reappoint all the members 
of the commission " His rationale was that we 
were all appointed by a Democratic president, 
[Jimmy] Carter He said, "If we get legislation 
and if we make recommendations, it should be by 
people that are recommended and put on the 
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commission by the president now, because that 
bill has to go to him If he vetoes it, 
everything we do here is going to go to naught " 
So, I said, M I will take it before the 
other members ” I was going to see them, 
anyway Nobody wanted to resign It could have 
been prestige or economic or whatever it was 
Fortunately, it got through, and there was 
enough pressure on the president to sign the 
bill But there were times we had hearings and 
we were talking about the ultimate goal of this 
report, when it went to congress and what 
happens But it worked out very, very well 
How long did it take to produce the report 7 
It took until November or December of that year 
Pretty fast 
Yes 

You worked on part of that 

Yes I didn't work on the report They hired 
an attorney name Angus McBeth from the house 
[House of Representatives] He was very 
knowledgeable A good attorney He did the 
report The basic work The staff that I had 
was a good staff The constraints of time and 
money were the mam thing I had to get people 
who were either local or willing to give up all 
their time to move to Washington, D C for this 
span of time 
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Did the commission have a life"? Was it a year 0 
It was one year and one million dollars They 
were supplemented for a little bit extra time 
and a little bit more money We had a good 
location, right in the OMB [Office of Management 
and Budget] building They did a good job, for 
the time and constraints 

The essence of the commission's report was 7 
That the government had, without proper 
documentation and reason, denied the civil 
rights of all the Japanese-Amerlean citizens m 
putting them into camp and denying their civil 
rights during that time 

What did the commission ask the congress to 

carry m the way of legislation 7 

They put legislation in saying that they should 

be compensated in some manner for the losses, 

grievances, and things that they suffered by 

their incarnation That was their 

recommendation 

Did that legislation set up the board or agency 
which would determine that 7 The reparations 
Yes It is in place It is called the Office 
of Reparations Administration I have talked to 
the people They have been out Now, the only 
constraint is the money There is no money 
There are about two hundred people dying every 
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month who are entitled to it There is no 
money The bill passed but there is no money 
It is ironic, isn't it 7 
Yes 

Well, you did your all 

I did my part m that particular effort 
Let's just wind up what you did in D C , because 
I want to go back to your last election Then 
you moved over in September or October to the 
Veterans Admministration^ 

Yes 

You were Chief Director, Memorial Affairs 
Department, Veterans Administration 
Right 

What was that responsibility, specifically^ 

As of last Wednesday, you know, there is no 
Veterans Administration It has been made into 
a full department, cabinet level, with former 
Congressman Edward J Derwinski as head But 
last Wednesday on the 15th, the papers were 
signed and it was officially elevated to cabinet 
status It is now known as the Department of 
Veterans Affairs 

But when I went there, it was still 
Veterans Administration There are three 
departments in the Veterans Administration 
That which deals with the hospitals, the Medical 
Section We have 254 hospitals and numerous 
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rest homes and medical care facilities 
throughout the United States, as well as around 
the world Manila has a clinic We have quite 
a number of them They are allied with all of 
the large universities which train doctors So 
most of the doctors, I can say that go through 
there, dentists, nurses, go through the 
university 

The second department is that which deals 
with the insurance Most veterans have 
insurance They are also in the home loan 
program This is the largest department, in so 
far as money goes They send out all the 
insurance claims and all that 

The third department, which I was the head 
of, is called Department of Memorial Affairs We 
have 110 or 115 cemeteries throughout the United 
States The administration of that Plus 
every veteran, whoever they may be, can be 
buried there But there are those who wish to 
be buried m a private cemetery We then give 
them a headstone Everybody is entitled to a 
headstone Marble, granite, or whatever it may 
be Or, they may get the proportionate part 
They are now allocated ninety-eight dollars, and 
we send them the check, and they can use it for 
whatever they want And that was the department 
that I headed 
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The Veterans Administration is the largest 
department m numbers and dollars, next to the 
Department of Defense There are a lot of 
people involved The hospitals alone, we have a 
couple of hundred thousand people Doctors, 
nurses, and other people My department was not 
that big 

How many people did you have under you 7 
I imagine 30,000 people A lot of people 
Well, that is big-time administration How did 
you like it 7 

It was good I traveled a lot I feel, again, 

I did a lot of work to benefit veterans The 
veterans don't realize it right now, but when 
they served they are entitled to these things, 
which are the last things The government says 
that you can have a burial place or money for 
the widow, who also can be buried People don't 
know that dependents, widows and all that, can 
also be buried m a national cemetery Whatever 
I did, I felt that I contributed to the 
betterment of the veterans community 

Then, again, it was a lot of work I was 
drawing the top pay that a federal employee can 
make, but I felt I had done my bit I worked 
there five or six years If I left, I am 
entitled to a federal benefits, I might as well 
leave That is why I decided to come home 
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[Interruption] 

You worked there through '85 You were talking 
about the pension You worked long enough to 
get a federal pension 

It is consistent with the military time that I 
had and the government time that I had The 
combination of both allows me a federal pension 
When I was working for the federal government, 

I am not entitled to a state pension Once I 
retired, I started to draw my state pension I 
can also draw my social security So I felt 
that I would retire again and, hopefully, take 
life a little easier That is my intent 
[Laughter] Right Let's ;just go back to the 
last election you faced Every year I suppose 
you knew that you were facing a challenge 
because of the nature of your district 
I had a very vulnerable district That is true 
In fact, the California Journal, m their 
independent voting chart, noted that m early 
'79 your independency rating went way up You 
had been thirteen percent below average and you 
went up to forty percent, the highest individual 
person, on independency I think it could be 
that you were anticipating the election that was 
coming Could that be 7 [Laughter] 

Could be As I say, you are always campaigning 
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Obviously, you knew that you were targeted 
Yes 

Did you feel concern about this one 7 
I think so Every election, regardless when it 
is, because you don't know who is going to run 
against you, what the election is all about 
Because it is going to be different Every 
election is going to be different The only 
people who can be complacent are those that have 
safe districts that no one runs against them or 
token opposition is m there They are the only 
ones Everybody else that has any kind of a 
district that is contestable is going to have 
problems every two years that they run 
Regardless 

For the first time, you had a couple of other 
people running on the Republican primary 
Walter Mueller and David Caldwell Who was 
Walter Mueller 7 He did the best, next to you 
Most of these people are just names I can't 
recall who they are 

He wasn't anybody in particular You got 10,467 
and he got 6,963 Then there was David 
Caldwell You, of course, won the primary 
Richard E Floyd won the Democratic primary, 
beating Cindy Wear Floyd was an aide of 
Senator Ralph [C ] Dills 7 
Yes He was m Sacramento all the time 
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What did he do 7 Come down and rent a house 9 
No He didn't even do that His contention was 
that his daughter or somebody lived m 
Hawthorne He used that as his home address 
People can get away with that** 

Well, we use that as an issue People felt that 
was OK 

He had not even lived down here 
No 

Were you surprised he was the one who appeared 9 
No He has been waiting—and is still waiting— 
to take the seat that Ralph Dills fills He has 
been a longtime aide to Ralph Evidently, Ralph 
decided to run again Maybe he felt frustrated 
He figured that he might as well run for office 
Here was an opportunity So he did 
Again, the Berman-Waxman group helped 9 
Right 

What kind of dollars are we talking about now 
for that general election 9 

That was closer to about a quarter of a million 
dollars 

Did you use pretty much the same techniques 9 
The same things we have always done in the past 
Our voting record Our opposition, the 
residency factor Things of this nature You 
could not go into too many personal things 
That was about it 
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Of course, he had no record to attack 
No 

Do you think he ran a pretty good campaign 9 
I think so As political campaigns go, there 
were a lot of last-minute mailings we took to 
the Fair Political Practices [Commission] By 
the time the election is over, it is worthless 
The last-minute mailings 9 
Yes 

What kinds of things 9 Could you give an 
example 9 

Everything and anything you could think about 
As I say, most of them untruthful bordering on 
one way or the other Nothing of consequence 
In analyzing, we looked at all the votes, where 
they came from, and it was not too much on the 
mailing issue per se But on the pattern of the 
votes and where they came from 

It was the first time that Dymally decided 
to run for congress We could tell prior to 
this particular race that Dymally, even though, 
running as a Democrat, he would not get the 
white votes in Hawthorne He had to get the 
black votes m the fringe areas So that was 
where his concentration was He got a 
tremendous number out As I mentioned once 
before, when you have a congressional race, a 
new one running or any other one, you are tied 
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into a slate card People who are Democrats 
don't get anything else, so they vote all the 
way down 

Reviewing all the precincts that we ran in 
prior and that we ran in this race, it was just 
a matter of Carson, which was new to us, with a 
great number of blacks, a great number of 
Democrats We were defeated m those areas We 
carried the same amount in all the precincts, in 
Hawthorne, Gardena, and Lawndale, but the 
difference was all these other areas that never 
voted before that came out 

So the Dymally campaign was really getting the 
black voters out That could have made a lot of 
difference 

That did make a difference You can compare 
precinct to precinct each time, know how many 
people voted for you, how many didn't How many 
people went out to vote and how many voted for 
you That is the conclusion we could reach with 
the voting pattern in all the precincts m this 
particular district Because it is the same 
district that we had prior to this 
It wasn't a different district 
That's right 

I suppose this was really part of the fight 
still between the Bermans and McCarthy This 
was overtoning the election campaign^ 
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Yes To a degree 

Well, any other comments about that election^ 

You know, every election you look at, as I told 
you, you can lose it This one, you go in with 
the same You hope that you can win You make 
the best efforts You spend all the money that 
your friends made available to you Your 
campaign staff works just as hard They were 
not anymore complacent than any other race But 
we saw trends It was just a matter of running 
it a little bit more When you lose, you lose 
It is like any other election that people run 
in 

I guess it is considered remarkable that you 
held this district for the years you did 
That's right That is always what I consider 
I had the opportunity I think in terms of 
"Gee if kept it for four more years or ten more 
years, what more can I do'*" I just can't I 

held it for that time I think it was an 
opportunity people gave me to represent I had 
my chance to do what I could in that particular 
time Then there is somebody else to do the 
same thing 

Does Floyd still hold that seat*? 

Yes I don't think he will get opposition 
Well, there is opposition, but it is very 



248 


DOUGLASS 
BANNAI 


difficult to get an incumbent out He has a 
tremendous amount Well, the report that 

came m He has unions, they give him an awful 
lot of money I never voted for or against the 
unions I am not that much of one that would 
condone what unions do in that respect He gets 
a lot of money As long as you have money, you 
can get the word out whenever you want You can 
get voters out 

Well, any other things we have forgotten^ 

Every once in a while I reflect We were 
talking about the Spruce Goose Last week, you 
remember, we were talking about acupuncture 
They had told me that they wanted me badly on 
the acupuncture board [Acupuncture Advisory 
Committee], because they did research, and I 
legalized acupuncture m California They told 
me, "There is going to be a blowup on the 
acupuncture board m California " As the 
newspaper said, the ongoing investigation of 
this one individual has been going on for two 
years I am glad that I didn't take that 
acupuncture committee 30 b, because I would be 
embroiled and working, trying to straighten 
things out That is what they wanted me for 
That is what they told me 

At least, I am glad that I legalized it 
It gave the people another option of health care 
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that we didn't have I don't think anybody has 
been harmed by it It has not healed, but it 
probably resulted m less pain for a lot of 
people It is a medical practice that has been 
accepted m many countries for many centuries 
It is effective So, when I look back, I 
think, some of the things you do come back again 
in the news You reflect and say, "I had 
something to do with that " 

You know, I don't think we have that story on 
the tape You told me that as an aside Just 
to round it out you helped carry the bill 
setting up the professional board 
Right Legalized it 

The reason you were approached was because the 
people who were professional were concerned 7 
I didn't get involved with acupuncture until a 
fellow named Roman Gabriel, who was a football 
player with the [Los Angeles] Rams and I was 
associated in business with Merlin Olson They 
had a Volkswagen dealership here m Gardena and 
one up in the valley Roman Gabriel could not 
throw because he had a bad arm He said that 
the tried everything He had heard that maybe 
acupuncture might help It was illegal in 
California at that time I said, "I will try to 
look for an acupuncturist " 


I found an old 
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Chinese gentleman, practicing acupuncture 
Black market, of course It could not be m the 
open Roman Gabriel played two more years as a 
result of acupuncture treatments, and it worked 
out well 

In the process of carrying this bill, 

Senator George [R ] Moscone of San Francisco and 

I decided that we would legalize it I looked 

into the law in Nevada which was the only state 

that allowed it I talked to a lot of people 

On my trips to China, I looked into what they 

were doing with it In Japan it was being used 

In Korea it was very prevalent As a result, we 

1 

carried the bill It passed It became law 
That also set up a commission [committee] that 
would oversee the practice of acupuncture in the 
state of California 
[End Session 2] 

[End Tape 5, Side A] 


1 S B 86, 1975-1976 Reg Sess , Cal Stat , ch 
267 (1975) The Moscone bill became law, requiring 
certification to practice acupuncture by the Board of 
Medical Examiners It authorized an Acupuncture Advisory 
Committee to be appointed by the governor 
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